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rol | er side. rating guide 2 is out of contact with the fixing roller 1. The separating guide 2 prevents the recording material
from wrapping on the fixing roller. Between an edge 2a and the fixing roller 1, there is formed a small gap g.
The small gap g extends along the length of the fixing roller 1.
50 The edge 2a of the guiding member is positioned 55 degrees (0) away from a line connecting the center
O of the fixing roller and the center O’ of the pressing roller about the center O of the flxmg roller toward down-
stream with respect to the rotational direction of the fixing roller.
Table 1 shows the difference in the separating effect due to the difference of the small gap g. The relation
among the gap g, the leading margin and the number of jam occurrences is shown when 100 sheets having
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Generally, the leading margin is not less than 2 mm, and therefore, the angle 6 Is preferably not less than
40 degrees. If the angle 9 is iarger than 90 degrees, the separating point between the recording material and
the fixing roller is shifted upstream beyond the guiding member with respect to the rotational direction of the
roller with the result that the sheets are not smoothly discharged, so that some sheets were jammed. Therefore,

the angle 0 is preferably not less than 40 degrees and not more than 90 degrees.

The stickiness of the toner on the recording material tends to wrap the recording material on the fixing roller.
The present invention utilizes the tendency of the repelling force of the recording material against the stickiness
of the toner, and the instance when the leading edge of the recording material is slightly separated from the
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6. Animage fixing apparatus according to claim 1, characterized In that said predetermined gap is 0.1 -
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7. Animage fixing apparatus according tc any one of claims 1 to 6, characterized In that said image fixing
apparatus further comprises another fixing rotatable member (20), said rotatable member (1, 20) forming

a nip therebetween, through which said image supporting material (P) supporting an unfixed toner image

50 is passed, wherein a free end portion of said separating guide (2) is disposed within a range between 40
- 90 degrees from a line connecting the centers (O, O’) of said rotatable members (1, 20) about the center

(O) of said rotatable member (1) downstream with respect to a rotational direction of said rotatable member

(1).

55 8. Animage fixing apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in that said rotatable member (1) has a
diameter of not more than 30 mm.
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s5 8. Animage fixing apparatus according to claim 1, characterized In that said rotatable member (1) hasa
diameter of not more than 30 mm.
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