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(S7) Abstract

(54) Title: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR FEEDING RESILIENTLY COMPRESSED ARTICLES TO A FORM/FILL/SEAL

A method and apparatus for feeding resiliently compressed articles into a form/fil/seal machine. The method includes steps of
receiving horizontally compressed articles into an infeed end of a pair of conveyor belts (60, 62), continuously conveying the compressed
articles to a discharge end, continuously forming a plastic film around the pair of cantilevered conveyor belis without the stack of articles
exerting expansion force against the plastic film, forming and sealing a closed tube, and releasing the stack of compressed articles into the
closed tube only after the seal has sufficient strength to maintain the stack of articles compressed. The pair of conveyor belts (60, 62) has
rigid conveyor backing members (44, 46) and cantilevered ends (48, 50) with a discharge pulley (54, 58) mounted at each cantilevered end.
At least onc tic bar connects the backing members near the cantilevered ends in order to resist the expansion force of one or more stacks
of resiliently compressed articles between the conveyor belts.
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