- B

PCT

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION

nternational Bureau -mgoozg-:m-() -
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)
(51) International Patent Classification 6 : (11) International Publication Number: WO 99/29109
HO4N 7116, 7173 Al (43) International Publication Date: 10 June 1999 (10.06.99)
(21) International Application Number: PCT/US98/25490 | (81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR,

(22) International Filing Date: 1 December 1998 (01.12.98)
(30) Priority Data:
60/067,483 1 December 1997 (01.12.97) us

60/067,038 1 December 1997 (01.1297)  US

(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): STARSIGHT
TELECAST, INC. {US/US]; 3rd floor, 39650 Liberty Street,
Fremont, CA 94538 (US).

(72) Inventor; and
(75) Enventor/Applicant (for US only): ORLICK, Jonathan, B.
[US/US); 2236 Bess Avenue, Livermore, CA 94550 (US).

(74) Agent: RAHN, LeRoy, T.; Christie, Parker & Hale, LLP, P.O.
Box 7068, Pasadena, CA 91109-7068 (US).

g
~
B
B
Ag
8
85

BY, CA, CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE,

GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IS,

KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD, MG, MK, MN,

MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO SD,

SL, TJ, T™, TR, TT, UA, UG, W,

ARIPO patent (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, SD, SZ, UG, ZW)
K ™)

European patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR,
GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL,

BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN,
TD, TG).

Published
With international search report.
Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
claims and to be republished in the event of the receipt of
amendments.

{54) Title: ELECTRONIC PROGRAM GUIDE SYSTEM WITH ADVERTISING MESSAGES IN POP-UPS

L 1

MONTTOR

(57) Abstract

In one embodiment, informational messages (18) about the program or channel to which a television receiver is tuned and advertising
messages (16) are displayed simultaneously with the current television program (14). In another embodiment, an EPG is displayed in a
composite with an advertizing message (Fig. 11A-11C) . Before such display, the microprocessor (100) substitutes a transparency value
for the stored background color value used to display the EPG alone in the conventional fashion on a background of a solid color or colors.




