
This invention is an apparatus for interactive language training including
a trigger generator for eliciting expected audio responses by a user; an
expected audio response reference library containing a multiplicity of
reference expected responses, the multiplicity of reference expected
responses including a first plurality of reference expected responses
having acceptable pronunciation and for each of the first plurality of
reference expected responses having acceptable pronunciation, a second
plurality of reference expected responses each having different
pronunciation errors; an audio response scorer which indicates the
relationship between the expected audio response provided by the user and
the reference expected responses; and a user feedback interface (12, 14,
16), which indicates to the user the pronunciation erros in the expected
audio responses provided by the user. The present invention also discloses
speech recognition apparatus including at least one data base containing
speech elements of at least first and second languages, a receiver
receiving spoken speech to be recognized, and a comparator comparing
features or said spoken speech with a combination of features of said
speech elements of at least first and second languages. It is appreciated
that in certain cases a combination of the speech elements may include a
single speech element. A method for speech recognition is also disclosed.


