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(57) Abstract: A system and method for reducing idle
mode power consumption for mobile stations (MS) that
have joined a Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service
(MBMS) session and are waiting for the session to start.
The invention is also directed to reducing the power
consumption of an MS for which an MBMS session
is inactive. In alternative aspects of the invention, the
power consumption of mobile stations is reduced in the
absence of ongoing MBMS session activity. Reduced
power consumption is achieved by eliminating the need
to read notification messages from an MBMS specific
notification paging group when the notification message
is for a different MBMS session than the paging group
that the MS has currently joined.
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