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Form a soft magnetic underlayer (SUL) over a substrate 

Form one or more interlayers over the SUL 

Form one or more magnetic storage layers over the interlayers 

Form a first continuous layer over the magnetic storage layers, the first 
continuous layer having an intermediate lateral exchange coupling 

Form a second continuous layer over the first continuous layer, the 
second continuous layer having a higher lateral exchange coupling 

Form an overcoat over the second continuous layer 
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