- 136 -

IMAGE DECODING DEVICE, IMAGE ENCODING DEVICE, AND METHOD

THEREOF

ABSTRACT

A lossless decoding unit 52 takes gquantization
parameters of decoded blocks spatially or temporally
adjacent to a block to be decoded, as selection candidates,
and extracts, from stream information, difference
information indicating difference as to a prediction
gquantization parameter selected from the selection
candidates. A quantization parameter calculating unit 59
calculates, from the prediction quantization parameter and
the difference information, a guantization parameter of the
block to be decoded. Thus, decoding of the image can be
performed correctly by calculating a quantization parameter
equal to a quantization parameter used at the time of image

encoding.
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