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(57) Abstract: A method is provided for determining the condition or quality of a product. The method involves adding to the 
product a taggant in which the taggant exhibits degradation in response to one or more stimuli; carrying out an immunoassay specific 
for the taggant to determine degradation of the taggant; and determining the condition of the product based on the degradation of the 
taggant. A method is provided for monitoring degradation or quality of a product. The method involves adding to the product a tagg­
ant in which the taggant exhibits degradation in response to one or more stimuli; and carrying out an immunoassay specific for the 
taggant to determine degradation of the taggant. The method further involves identifying the condition of the product based on the 
degradation of the taggant. Lubricating engine oils are provided containing the taggant. 


