25 Met hods for the production of E-caprol actone and 1, 6- hexanedi ol
Abstract The invention relates to procggsses for preparing

1, 6- hexanedi ol and very pure E-caprol one froma dicarboxylic acid
sol ut i MethHeBER)r the praguttinngg sichproficep® id 1(&heesieelol fi cati on of the DCS
wi th al cohols, (b) partial catalytic hydrogenation of the esters, (c)
distillative renoval of 1,6- hexanediol and | ow boilers as the top
producf\?St?ﬂ% (d) cyclization of the 6-hydroxycaproic ester present in
the bottons fraction in the presence of a higher-boiling al cohol than

capr ol a6d POEntionFE@Eso brocesses for preparing 1,6-hexanediol and very pure e-caprolactone
from a dicarboxylic acid solution (DCS), comprising the steps of (a) esterification of the DCS
with alcohoals, (b) partial catalytic hydrogenation of the esters, (¢) distillative removal of 1,6-
hexanediol and low boilers as the top product, and (d} cyclization of the 6-hydroxycaproic ester
present in the bottoms fraction in the presence of a higher-boiling alcohol than caprolactone.

Figure 1



