A process for purifying acetic acid which conprises: introducing a

f eedst ock aqueous sol ution of acetic acid having an acetic acid
~concentration of from10 to 50% by wei ght into an extractor; supplying an
extracting medi um cont ai ni ng i sopropyl acetate in an anount fromO0.6 to 3.0
times by weight the anount of the feedstock solution thereinto in such a
manner that the extractifRGCEEIFORMAURIFAING ACETd6MAESt with the feedstock
solution; extracting aceti Gmgihdt®r ther et s @chéHge medi um separating the
extracting medi um containing acetic acid iroman extraction residue;
supplying the extracti on nedium containing acetic acid into an azeotropic
distillation colum; distilling off the isopropyl acetate contained in the
extraction medi unafpestess opopfptbefazngt aeptecdasgtidl WaithnconbitiBesi:a
azeotropic distillation with water; condensing a distillate fromthe top of
t he azeotioproddcshgl hafeedseotkmagueoudi sbdattibe difsticklkateaicito a
wat er - poor phase being rich in isopropyl acetate and a water-rich phase
bei ng ri chavangageracetiarachg abnteasraaipor bifoirom e twatOf- pgor phase
into the extractor as the extracting nmedium and recovering the acetic

aci d, whiehaight beta ehusxteagtent eduppdypongi Rnegxticpomiagbveddmmof t he

azeotropic distillation colum. )
containing isopropyl acetate in an amount from 0.6 to 3.0

times by weight the amount of the feedstock solution
thereinto in such a manner that the extracting medium is made
in contact with the feedstock solution; extracting acetic
acid into the extracting medium; separating the extracting
medium containing acetic acid from an extraction residue;
supplying the extraction medium containing acetic acid into
an azeotropic distillation column; distilling off the
isopropyl acetate contained in the extraction medium from a
top of the azeotropic distillation column via azeotropic
distillation with watexr; condensing a distillate from the top
of the azeotropic distillation column, to divide the
distillate into a water-poor phase being rich in isopropyl
acetate and a water-rich phase being rich in water; returning
at least a portion of the water-poor phase into the extractor
as the extracting medium; and recovering the acetic acid,
which has been thus dehydrated and purified, from a bottom of

the azeotropic distillation column.
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