
(43) 

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION 

(19) World Intellectual Property 
Organization 

International Bureau 

International Publication 
23 April 2015 (23.04.2015) 

PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 

Publication Number 

A8 

11111111011110111010101111101111101111111111111110111011001111101111101111 

WO 2015/057333 

CORRECTED VERSION 
-, 
-, 

............1>ej 
Date 	........- 

MP() I P CT 

(10) International 

(51) 

(21)  

(22)  

(25)  

(26)  

(30) 

(71) 

International Patent Classification: 	 (72) 
E21B 17/01 (2006.01) 	 (71) 

International Application Number: 
PCT/US2014/055694 

International Filing Date: 
15 September 2014 (15.09.2014) 

Filing Language: 	 English 
(74) 

Publication Language: 	 English 

Priority Data: 
61/891,134 	15 October 2013 (15.10.2013) 	US 	(81) 
Applicant (for all designated States except US): EXXON- 
MOBIL 	UPSTREAM 	RESEARCH 	COMPANY 
[US/US]; CORP-URC-SW359, P.O.Box 2189, Houston, 
TX 77252-2189 (US). 

Inventors; and 
Applicants (for US only): YOUNAN, Adel, H. [US/US]; 

4603 Meadow Green Drive, Sugar Land, TX 77479 (US). 
MATSKEVITCH, Dmitri, G. [US/US]; 18314 Eden 
Trails Lane, Houston, TX 77094 (US). FENZ, David, M. 
[US/US]; 2620 Yoakum Blvd., Houston, TX 77006 (US). 
KOKKINIS, Theodore [US/US]; 4010 Tennyson, Hous-
ton, TX 77005 (US). 

Agents: HOLTHUS, Lisa, K. et al.; ExxonMobil Up-
stream Research Company, CORP-URC-SW359, P.O.Box 
2189, Houston, TX 77252-2189 (US). 

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every 
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM, 
AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY, 
BZ, CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, 
DO, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT, 
HN, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IR, IS, JP, KE, KG, KN, KP, KR, 
KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, MG, 

[Continued on next page] 

= 
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(57) Abstract: A system, including: a floating drilling unit 
(701); a buoyancy hull plug (703) releasably connected to 
the floating drilling unit; mooring lines (707) with first ends 
secured to a seafloor and second ends secured to the buoy-
ancy hull plug; and a riser (1001, 1003, 1005) that is col-
lapsible through a water column, wherein the buoyancy hull 
plug supports the riser and the mooring lines while discon-
nected from the floating drilling unit. 
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