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(57) Abstract: Techniques are disclosed that automatically identify and or­
der the most differentiated clusters from a given collection of clusters within 
a dataset. A measure of dissimilarity is computed for each cluster from a 
defined reference cluster, and the clusters are ordered according to the 
chosen dissimilarity. At least N clusters are selected as the most differenti­
ated clusters relative to the defined reference. Within each cluster, the top-
M most distinguishing cluster attributes can be automatically identified by 
an analogous process that computes the dissimilarity of each cluster attrib -
ute to its corresponding attribute in the reference cluster, and orders the at­
tributes by dissimilarity. This then allows for automatic surfacing of what it 
is about a cluster that differentiates its members relative to the population as 
a whole, and to provide insight on what action or treatment might be made 
to address that specific segment of the underlying population. 
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