ABSTRACT

An expansi on sheet adapted to be held and expanded
by an expandi ng apparatus in the condition where a
pl atel i ke workpi ece is attached to the expansion sheet is
provi ded. The expandi ng apparatus includes a first
hol ding unit and a second hol ding unit opposed to each
other with the workpiece interposed therebetween in a
first direction. The first holding unit and the second
hol ding unit are novable away from each other in the
first direction. The expandi ng apparatus further includes
a third holding unit and a fourth holding unit opposed to
each other with the workpi ece interposed therebetween in
a second direction perpendicular to the first direction.
The third holding unit and the fourth holding unit are
novabl e away from each other in the second direction. The
expansi on sheet has a peripheral area around the
wor kpi ece where the expansion sheet is adapted to be held
by the first, second, third, and fourth holding units.
The expansi on sheet includes a base sheet and an adhesive
| ayer forned on the base sheet, the adhesive |ayer having
adhesi on adapted to be reduced by applying ultraviol et
light. The adhesi on of the adhesive layer in the
peri pheral area of the expansion sheet is |ower than that

in the other area of the expansion sheet.
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