A nmet hod and apparatus for testing an integrated nmagentic head assenbly

for normal operation. The head assenbly includes an inductive wite

el enent and a MR read el enent. The nmethod includes a step of applying an
external alternating magnetic field to a plurality of magnetic head
assenblies which are aligned on a head bl ock and are not yet individually
separated fromthe head block. in a direction perpendicular to an ABS of

t he head bl ock. and al so appl yi ng high’i?équency current to the inductive
wite elenment so that alternating | eakage magnetic field fromthe inductive

wite e[enept is applied toABéEEA@? égigﬂglﬁgggégsgl a step of neasuring
varyi ng-resi stance characte ment Wth respect to
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A method and apparatus for testing an integrated magnetic

head assembly for normal operation. The head assembly includes
an inductive write clement and a MR read clement. The method

includes a step of applylng an exLernaJ-achrnALjng magnetic
field to a pluralilLy of maénetic head assemblies which are
aligned on a hcad block and are not yet individually separated
from the head block, in a direction perpendicular to an ABS of
the head block. and also applyihg high frequency cﬁrran Lo the
inductive writc clement so that alternating leakage magnetic -
field from the inductive write element is applied to the MR
read element, and a step of measuring varying rosisLaﬁce
characteristics ol the MR recad element with respeet Lo the
vafiation of tLhe ¢xternal alternating magnetic ficld and Lo the
varjation of the atternating leakdge magnetic licld.

(Fig. 1)



