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AA Second terminal

BB First terminal

CC Terminal associated with a communication target

DD Step 402, determine whether there is a communication connection between the first
terminal and the communication target

EE Yes

FF No

GG Step 403, the first terminal sends a response message of the first message to the
second terminal

HH Step 404, the first terminal sends a second message configured o discover the
communication target, whersin the second message comprises identification
information of the first terminal

1l Step 406, the first terminal sends a response message of the second message o the
second teminal

1 Step 405, if the terminal associated with the communicalion target receives the second
message, the terminal sends the response message of lhe second message (o the
first terminal

KK Slep 407. the second terminal selects a relay terminal on the basis of requirements to
establish 2 communication connection with the communication target

LL Step 401, the first terminal receives a first message from the second terminal that is
configured to discover the communication target

(57) Abstract: The present application relates to the technical field of com-
munications and provides a communication method and apparatus. A first
terminal receives a first message from a second terminal that is configured
to discover a communication target; and if there is a communication con-
nection between the first terminal and the communication target, a response
message of the first message is sent to the second terminal. In the present
application, if the first terminal determines that there is the communication
connection between same and the communication target, the first terminal no
longer broadcasts to the other terminals the message configured to discov-
er the communication target, but directly sends the response message to the
second terminal, thereby preventing the waste of signaling resources from
being caused by sending unnecessary broadcast messages for discovering the
communication target.
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