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5 registration cheracter string in which a large number of
special characters not having any meaning are frequently
arranged, or all two-character chains including two general or
symbolic characters are detected from a converted registration
{ character string produced by changing each special character
10- of the registration character string to one type of symbolic
character determined in correspondence to one general
character adjacent to the special character. Also, occurrence
frequencies of the general or symbolic characters of each
chain are counted and stored in a recording medium with the
15 registration cheracter chains. When a retrieval character
chain is input, occurrence frequencies of particular character
chains corresponding to all retrieval character chains
o detected froﬁ ghe retrieval character string in the same
manner are reée out from the recording medium and are collated
20 with each other, and a particular character string agreeing
with the retrieval character chain is retrieved from the
registration character string. Because an occurrence frequency
of any special character is not counted or the special

characters are changed to various types of symbolic

25 characters, a recording area required for the occurrence
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detected fromthe retrieval character string in the same manner are read
out fromthe recording nediumand are collated with eacﬁlq%gfﬁ ga% aﬁ“ﬂi
particul ar character string agreeing with the retrieval

retrieved fromthe registration character string. Becaus

frequency of any special character is not counted or the ters
are changed to various types of symbolic characters, a recordlng area

required for #heqAGTUdLYFE the rre‘a‘i%%?ﬁ't%nthsPScESQ' Shi gL ofa £hRY acter

chai ns can be reduced.
reduced.

Figure 4.
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