
A parallel processing system (1) which traverses logical records of a
transactional database (10) contained in two or more physical files (11,
12, 13). The flies are traversed in accordance with view definitions
specified by the user. Each view definition includes a set of processing
parameters and may reference the physical files (11, 12, 13). The view
definitions are transformed into entries stored in a logical table (600).
The logical table is partitioned into sets (610, 620, 630) of entries, each
set describing the view definitions relevant to a physical file. Each set
is transformed into machine code instructions for a separate thread (950)
of the parallel processing system (1). Each thread traverses its physical
file in parallel with other threads traversing other physical files of the
database (10). The view definitions specify the extract files and the
formats to be used by the threads to store retrieved information.    


