ERASI NG A STORED | NFORMATI ON PATTERN ON A STORAGE MEDI UM  ABSTRACT A
nmethod is presented of erasing, in a docunent data processing device, a
stored information pattern on a rewitable data carrier that is accessible
by a data processing facility of said device, the docunment data processing
device having primary processes for proctssing docunent data, wherein data
may be stored on the data carrier, and secondary processes for erasing
stored data, thERMINGVeEWOREDNHFORMAHONBATTEREGEN ADTEARAGEIMEDILMMTri er by
a shredding pattern. According to theN@' nmet hod, the primry and
secondary processes are run asynchronously, 1.e. the secondary processes
are run in background, in order not to hinder the primary processes. In a
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backgr ound. infBinGitieR pitiern on a rewritable data carrier that is accessible by a data processing
facility of said device, the document data processing device having primary processes
for processing document data, wherein data may be stored on the data carrier, and
secondary processes for erasing stored data, through overwriting a selected storage
area of the carrier by a shredding pattern. According to the proposed method, the
primary and secondary processes are run asynchronously, i.e. the secondary processes
are run in background, in order not to hinder the primary processes. In a particular
embodiment, an initial shredding run is made directly after a file is no longer used, and
additional shredding runs aré made in background.
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