DESCRI PTI ON
Title of Invention: PROGRAM PROVI SI ON SYSTEM AND
| NFORVATI ON MANAGEMENT DEVI CE
Technical Field

[ 0001]

The present invention relates to a program a provision
system and an informati on managenent device, and in
particular relates to an online service that involves
provi sion of actual goods.

Background Art

[ 0002]

There are online services that use networks, such as
the Internet or the like, to provide actual goods on the
basis of requests fromusers, using shipping. PTL 1
di scl oses a trading systemin which, in a service of sales
or a match gane provided by a server, a card on which card
data is printed is shipped in accordance with a request for
i ssuing of the card data having been perfornmed. That is to
say, in the trading systemaccording to PTL 1, by perform ng
a request for issuing of card data obtained in the service,
t he user can obtain this as an actual card.

Ctation List
Patent Literature
[ 0003]

PTL 1. Japanese Unexam ned Patent Application



Publ i cati on No. 2001-331667
Summary of | nvention
Techni cal Probl em

[ 0004]

However, in the trading systemaccording to PTL 1, in a
situation where cards cannot be provided, such as running
out of printing sheets, sheets becom ng jammed, or the I|ike,
for exanple, there is a possibility that suitable service
provision will not be realized. Also, in the trading system
according to PTL 1, in a case in which a request to purchase
is made, a card generated by printing the data by a printer
or the like is shipped. However, in an arrangenent where
cards produced in advance at a factory or the like are
shi pped, there is a possibility that suitable service
provision will not be realized due to running out of stock
of the cards thensel ves.

[ 0005]

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
program a provision system and an information nmanagenent
device that realize suitable service provision
Solution to Probl em

[ 0006]

According to the present invention, a systemis for
perform ng service provision relating to a gane and for

inparting a first gane elenent to a user, the system



conpri si ng:
a processing unit; and
a non-transitory nedia readable by the processing unit,
the nedia storing instructions that when executed by the
processing unit, cause the processing unit to:
accept an inpartation request for the first game
el ement fromthe user
inmpart the first game elenent to the user on the
basis of the inpartation request;
acquire a status of a second gane el enent that
corresponds to the first gane el enment; and
control the inpartation of the first gane el enent
i n accordance with the status of the second gane
el emrent that is acquired,
wherein the inpartation of the first gane el enent
Is controlled to be enabl ed, under a condition that the
status of the second gane elenent that is acquired is a

first status.

Advant ageous Effects of Invention

[ 0007]

According to the present invention, suitable service
provi sion can be realized.
Brief Description of Draw ngs

[ 0008]



[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is adiagramillustrating a configuration
of a provision systemaccording to an enbodi nent and
nodi fications of the present invention.

[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a block diagramillustrating a
functional configuration of a provision server 100 accordi ng
to the enbodi ment and nodifications of the present
i nvention.

[Fig. 3] Fig. 3is a block diagramillustrating a
functional configuration of a managenent server 200
according to the enbodi nent and nodifications of the present
i nvention.

[Fig. 4] Fig. 4is a block diagramillustrating a
functional configuration of a user term nal 300 according to
t he enbodi nent and nodifications of the present invention.

[Fig. 5] Fig. 5is a flowhart exenplifying provision
processing relating to service provision that is executed at
t he provision server 100 according to the enbodi nent and
nodi fications of the present invention.

[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a flowhart exenplifying determ nation
processing realized by the provision systemaccording to the
enbodi mrent and nodifications of the present invention.

[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a flowhart exenplifying securing
processing realized by the provision systemaccording to the
enbodi ment and nodifications of the present invention.

[Fig. 8 Fig. 8is adiagramillustrating data



configuration exanples of various types of information used
in the provision systemaccording to the enbodi nent and
nodi fications of the present invention.
Description of Enbodi nents

[ 0009]
[ Enbodi ment ]

An enbodi nrent w Il be described belowin detail with
reference to the attached drawings. Note that the
enbodi ment bel ow does not limt the invention according to
the Clains, and all conbinations of features described in
t he enbodi nent are not necessarily indispensable for the
invention. Any two or nore of the nmultiple features
described in the enbodi nent may be conbined. Al so,
configurations that are the sane or simlar are denoted by
the sane reference nunerals, and redundant description wll
be om tted.

[ 0010]

I n the enbodi nent described below, an exanple is
described in which the present invention is applied to a
systemthat is configured to include a provision server that
perfornms service provision relating to a gane, a nanagenent
server that manages provision and stock of goods (cards)
relating to the gane, and a user termnal that is used by a
user to use the service, as an exanple of a provision

system and to software that realizes the sane. However,



the present invention is applicable to any systemthat is
capable of controlling inpartation of gane elenents to a
user in accordance with states of other elenents that are
associated, in service provision relating to a gane.

[ 0011]
<<Configuration of Provision Systenp>

Fig. 1 is a diagramillustrating a system configuration
of a provision systemaccording to the present enbodi nent.
The provision systemis configured such that a provision
server 100 is capable of conmunication with a managenent
server 200 and at |east one user termnal 300 via a network
400 such as the Internet or the like, as illustrated in the
dr awi ng.

[0012]

In the provision systemaccording to the present
enbodi nment, a user can use a service provided in the
provi si on system by accessing the provision server 100 with
any user termnal 300. The provision server 100 is
equi pnent that provides a service relating to a gane via the
network 400. The provision server 100 and the user termna
300 need to be connected to use the service. Mire
specifically, upon the user termnal 300 accessing a site
relating to the provision server 100 through a browsi ng
application for exanple, a connection is established between

t he provision server 100 and the user term nal 300, and



service provision is perfornmed fromthe provision server 100
to the user termnal 300. The provision server 100 is
configured to be capable of managi ng i nformati on of each
user, and providing the users with the service including
provi di ng actual goods (real cards) relating to the gane, as
a second gane el enment according to the present invention,
which will be described in detail later.

[ 0013]

The managenent server 200 is configured to be capable
of managi ng the stock status and shipping status of rea
cards, which are actual goods provided in the provision
system In the present enbodi nent, the nmanagenment server
200 is described as being installed in a facility such as a
war ehouse or the |ike, which handl es storage, packaging, and
shi ppi ng of real cards shipped to users, for exanple, and
acquiring information of receiving and shipping of real
cards and managi ng stock status and shi ppi ng status.

However, carrying out the present inventionis not |limted
tothis. Afacility that stores the real cards and a
facility that packages and ships the cards may be separated,
and there may be multiple facilities for each. The
managenent server 200 may be installed at a | ocation
separate fromthese facilities, as |long as the nanagenent
server 200 aggregates and manages information input at

termnals installed at these facilities.



[ 0014]

The user term nal 300 is equi pnent such as a PC, a
smart phone, or the like, for exanple, which is configured to
be capabl e of conmunication, and to be capable of using a
service relating to the provision system by connecting to
the provision server 100. User registration is nmade for
each user in advance, and when the user uses the service,
processi ng of login authentication or the |ike regardi ng an
account of the user is perfornmed to identify the user of the
user termnal 300. In the present enbodi nent, service
provision is described as being perfornmed upon access to a
site relating to the services and user authentication being
performed by a browser application activated on the user
term nal 300. However, carrying out the present invention
is not limted to this. For exanple, a configuration my be
made in which activation of a dedicated gane application or
the |li ke connects the user term nal 300 and the provision
server 100 by conmunication, and the service can be used.
Also, it is needless to say that the user term nal 300 that
t he user uses does not need to be a general -use
comuni cation termnal, and may be a dedicated term nal for
any service, such as a gam ng console, or the like, for
exanpl e.

[ 0015]

<Configuration of Provision Server 100>



A functional configuration of the provision server 100
according to the present enbodinment will be described bel ow
with reference to the block diagramin Fig. 2. Note that in
t he description of the functional configuration of the
provi sion server 100, configurations that realize functions
simlar to configurations that the managenent server 200 and
the user termnal 300 have will be indicated by a prefix
"provision", to clearly distinguish fromthese.

[ 0016]

A provision control unit 101 is a CPU, for exanple, and
controls the operations of each of the bl ocks that the
provi sion server 100 has. Specifically, the provision
control unit 101 reads out operation prograns for the bl ocks
recorded in a provision recording nedium 102, for exanple,
and | oads the operation prograns to provision nenory 103 and
executes the operation prograns, thereby controlling the
operations of the bl ocks.

[0017]

The provision recording medium 102 is a recording
devi ce capabl e of permanently hol di ng data, such as non-
vol atile nmenory, an HDD, or the like, for exanple. The
provi sion recordi ng medi um 102 may have recorded therein
i nformati on such as paraneters and so forth that are
necessary for operation of the blocks, and various types of

graphics data and so forth used in ganmes that the provision



server 100 executes, in addition to the operation prograns
of the blocks that the provision server 100 has. The

provi sion nenory 103 is a storage device used for tenporary
data storage, such as volatile nmenory or the like, for
exanple. The provision nenory 103 is used not only as a

| oadi ng region of the operation prograns of the blocks, but
al so as a storage region for tenporarily storing data and so
forth that are output in the operations of the bl ocks.

[ 0018]

A user DB 104 is a database that manages information
(user information) necessary for service provision for each
of the users of the service provided by the provision
system User information may be configured to include, for
each of the users, inpartation status infornmation 802
indicating an inpartation status of |ater-described digital
cards to the user, and shipping destination information 803
in which is described a shipping destination for providing
real cards to the user, in association with a user ID 801
that uniquely identifies the user, as illustrated in Fig.
8(a), for exanple. Now, the inpartation status information
802 may be configured to be capable of storing information
of one or nore digital cards inparted to the user, and nay
be, for exanple, information in which each identification
No. 811 that identifies each of the digital cards is nmanaged

in association with a card ID 812 that identifies what this



digital card is. Note that although the inpartation status
information 802 is described in the present enbodi nent as
managi ng all digital cards inparted to users, carrying out
the present invention is not limted to this. Digital cards
regardi ng which the inpartation status regarding users is
managed may be limted to digital cards regardi ng which
corresponding real cards are not yet provided.

[ 0019]

A determ ning unit 105 determ nes whether or not
provi sion of functions involving inpartation of digital
cards (or provision of real cards) to the user can be
performed regarding the service provided by the provision
system The determ ning unit 105 perforns the above

determ nation by referencing information of stock status

that is nmanaged by the managenent server 200, which will be
described in detail |ater.
[ 0020]

An inparting unit 106 inparts a digital card as a first
gane el enent according to the present invention, to a user
that has perforned an inpartation request via the user
term nal 300, as virtual goods. Inparting digital cards to
the user is realized by adding information of new digital
cards to the inpartation status information 802 of the user
information of the user. The card ID 812 of the digital

card that is to be inparted is decided by the inparting unit



106 perform ng drawi ng processi ng on the basis of
information of a predeterm ned wi nning rate.

[ 0021]

A card DB 107 is a database that manages information of
digital cards configured to be inpartible to users (digital
card information) in the provision systemaccording to the
present enbodinent. Digital card information nmay be
configured to include, for one type of digital card, a
wnning rate 822 in which is described the frequency of this
digital card being won in the drawi ng processing by the
inparting unit 106, in association with a card I D 821 that
uniquely identifies the digital card, as illustrated in Fig.
8(b), for exanple. Miltiple types of digital cards that are
managed exi st, and the winning rate 822 that is fixed is set
in advance for each. The winning rate may be set in
accordance with a rarity (scarcity) set for each digital
card or manufacturing costs or the like of a real card
corresponding to the digital card, for exanple, with the
Wi nning rate being set |ower the higher the scarcity is and
t he hi gher the manufacturing costs of the real card of the
digital card is. A though the card DB 107 is described as
managi ng i nformation of digital cards in the present
enbodi ment, carrying out the present invention is not
limted to this, and nmay manage i nformation including both

information of digital cards and information of real cards



corresponding to the digital cards.

[ 0022]

A provision comuni cation unit 108 is a comuni cation
interface that the provision server 100 has, for
communi cation with an external device. The provision
conmuni cation unit 108 can connect to an external device via
t he network 400, which may be a communi cati on network such
as the Internet or the Iike or a |ocal area network
connecti ng equi pnent (regardl ess of whether it is wired or
wirel ess), and enable transm ssion and reception of data.
The provision comuni cation unit 108 converts information
i nput thereto as an object of transm ssion, for exanple,
into data of a predetermned format, and transnmts the data
to an external device such as the user termnal 300 or the
Iike, via the network 400. Al so, upon receiving informtion
froman external device via the network 400, for exanple,
t he provision comuni cation unit 108 decodes the infornmation
and stores the information in the provision nmenory 103.

[ 0023]
<Configuration of Managenent Server>

Next, a functional configuration of the managenent
server 200 according to the present enbodiment will be
described with reference to the block diagramin Fig. 3.
Note that in the description of the functional configuration

of the managenent server 200, configurations that realize



functions simlar to configurations that the provision
server 100 and the user term nal 300 have will be indicated
by a prefix "managenent”, to clearly distinguish fromthese.

[ 0024]

A managenent control unit 201 is a CPU, for exanple,
and control s operations of each of the bl ocks that the
managenent server 200 has. Specifically, the managenent
control unit 201 reads out operation prograns for the bl ocks
recorded in a managenent recordi ng medi um 202, for exanple,
and | oads the operation prograns to nmanagenent nenory 203
and executes the operation prograns, thereby controlling the
operations of the bl ocks.

[ 0025]

The managenent recording nmedium 202 is a recording
devi ce capabl e of permanently hol di ng data, such as non-
vol atile nmenory, an HDD, or the like, for exanple. The
managenent recordi ng nmedi um 202 stores informati on such as
paraneters and so forth that are necessary for operation of
the bl ocks, in addition to the operation prograns of the
bl ocks that the managenent server 200 has. The managenent
menory 203 is a storage device used for tenporary data
storage, such as volatile nenory or the |ike, for exanple.
The managenent nenory 203 is used not only as a | oading
region of the operation prograns of the blocks, but also as

a storage region for tenporarily storing data and so forth



that are output in the operations of the bl ocks.

[ 0026]

A stock DB 204 manages information of the stock status
(stock information) of real cards provided by using the
service of the provision system The managenent server 200
is installed in a warehouse or the |ike that stores real
cards, and nmanages the count of actual goods in the
war ehouse (stock count), for exanple, regarding the real
cards, as described above. Stock information is nanaged
regardi ng each of the nultiple types of real cards provided,
in the present enbodinment. Stock information nmay be
configured to include, for one type of real card, a stock
count 832 that indicates a renmmining count of the real card
that is stored wi thout being provided to any user, in
association with a card 1D 831 that uniquely identifies the
real card, as illustrated in Fig. 8(c), for exanple. Now,
in the service that the provision system provides, a user
who is inparted a digital card is provided wwth a real card
corresponding to the digital card. Although the card ID 821
used for digital card information and the card I D 831 used
for stock information are described in the present
enbodi nent as being the sanme regardi ng associ ated digital
cards and real cards, in order to facilitate understanding
of the present invention, it will be readily conprehended

that carrying out the present invention is not limted to



this.

[ 0027]

A shi ppi ng managenent DB 205 is a dat abase that nanages
vari ous types of information regardi ng shipping of rea
cards to users (shipping nanagenent information). The
shi ppi ng managenent information may be configured to
i nclude, for one shipnment (shipping of cargo in which one or
nore real cards for one user are packaged), a user |ID 842 of
the user, shipping destination information 843 relating to
the user, a shipped flag 844 that nanages whet her or not the
shi pnment has been carried out, and shipping card information
845 that indicates the content of the real card to be
shi pped, in association with a shipping ID 841 that uniquely
identifies the shipnent, as illustrated in Fig. 8(d), for
exanple. Note that the shipping card information 845 may be
configured to include a card ID 851 indicating what the real
card to be shipped is, and a count 852 to be shipped, for
each type of real card to be shipped.

[ 0028]

A managenent conmmuni cation unit 206 is a conmunication
interface that the managenent server 200 has, for
communi cation with an external device. The managenent
communi cati on unit 206 can connect to an external device via
t he network 400, which may be a communi cati on network such

as the Internet or the like or a | ocal area network



connecting equi pnent (regardl ess of whether it is wired or
wirel ess), and enable transm ssion and reception of data.
The managenent conmunication unit 206 converts information
i nput thereto as an object of transm ssion, for exanple,
into data of a predetermned format, and transmts the data
to an external device such as the provision server 100 or
the like, via the network 400. Also, upon receivVing
information froman external device via the network 400, for
exanpl e, the managenent comuni cation unit 206 decodes the
information and stores the information in the managenent
menory 203.

[ 0029]
<Configuration of User Term nal >

A functional configuration of the user term nal 300
according to the present enbodinment will be described next
with reference to the block diagramin Fig. 4. Note that in
t he description of the functional configuration of the user
termnal 300, configurations that realize functions simlar
to configurations that the provision server 100 and the
managenent server 200 have will be indicated by a prefix
"terminal", to clearly distinguish fromthese.

[ 0030]

A termnal control unit 301 is a CPU, for exanple, and
controls operations of each of the blocks that the user

term nal 300 has. Specifically, the termnal control unit



301 reads out operation prograns for the blocks, and an
execution programrelating to the above-descri bed browsi ng
application, recorded in a term nal recordi ng nedi um 302,
for exanple, and | oads the progranms to term nal nenory 303
and executes the prograns, thereby controlling the
operations of the bl ocks.

[ 0031]

The term nal recording nedium 302 is a recordi ng device
capabl e of permanently hol ding data, such as non-volatile
menory, an HDD, or the like, for exanple. The term nal
recordi ng nmedi um 302 stores paranmeters and so forth that are
necessary for operation of the blocks, in addition to the
operation prograns of the blocks and an execution program of
the browsing application that the user term nal 300 has.

The term nal nmenory 303 is a storage device used for
tenporary data storage, such as volatile nenory or the I|ike,
for exanple. The termnal nmenory 303 is used not only as a
| oadi ng region of the operation prograns of the bl ocks and
t he execution program of the browsing application, but also
as a storage region for tenporarily storing data and so
forth that are output in the operations of the bl ocks.

[ 0032]

A presentation control unit 304 includes a draw ng
device such as a GPU or the like for exanple, and generates

screens to be displayed on a display unit 310 and perforns



di splay control. The display unit 310 may be a displ ay
device externally and detachably connected to the user

term nal 300, for exanple, or a display device integrally
configured with the user termnal 300, and is configured to
be capabl e of presenting information to the user by

di splaying data relating to a screen that is received from
the presentation control unit 304 in a predeterm ned display
regi on.

[ 0033]

An operation input unit 305 is a user interface that
the user termnal 300 has, such as a nouse, a keyboard, or
the like, for exanple. Upon detecting operational input
bei ng perfornmed at one of the user interfaces, the operation
i nput unit 305 outputs control signals corresponding to the
operational input to the termnal control unit 301. Note
t hat al though the user termnal 300 is described in the
present enbodi nent as having various types of interfaces as
physi cal operating nmenbers, a touch input detection sensor
that detects touch input performed on a screen of the
di splay unit 310 may be included, for exanple.

[ 0034]

A term nal conmmunication unit 306 is a conmunication
interface that the user termnal 300 has, for comuni cation
with an external device. The term nal conmunication unit

306 can connect to an external device via the network 400,



whi ch may be a conmuni cati on network such as the Internet or
the like or a cable connecting equi pnent (regardless of
whether it is wired or wireless), and enable transm ssion
and reception of data. The term nal comrunication unit 306
converts information input thereto as an object of
transm ssion, for exanple, into data of a predeterm ned
format, and transmts the data to an external device such as
t he provision server 100 or the |ike, via the network 400.
Al so, upon receiving information froman external device via
t he network 400, for exanple, the term nal conmuni cation
unit 306 decodes the information and stores the information
in the term nal nenory 303.

[ 0035]
<<Overvi ew of Service>>

Next, an overview of the service provided by the
provi sion system according to the present enbodi nent having
such a configuration will be descri bed.

[ 0036]

As descri bed above, the provision systemaccording to
t he present enbodi nent provides a service involving
provi sion of actual goods (real cards) to users. Service
provision is started in response to the browsing application
runni ng on the user termnal 300 accessing a Wb site
relating to this service. Provision of a real card included

in the service is perfornmed on the basis of a request nmade



by a user, and is realized by the provision server 100
executing various types of processing, including deciding
the type of digital card to be inparted in accordance with
predet erm ned operational input perforned at the user
termnal 300 during service provision, inparting the digital
card of the type that is decided, securing a real card
corresponding to the digital card, and instructing shipping
of the real card, so that the real card is shipped through a
delivery conpany.

[ 0037]

Now, there is a tenporal gap between operational input
bei ng perfornmed at the user term nal 300 and conpl eti on of
provi sion of real cards (a state in which the actual goods
have reached the user). Accordingly, in the service
according to the present enbodiment, in order for the user
to pronptly conprehend the type of real card that wll
actually be provided as to the operational input, a digital
card corresponding to the real card is presented. At this
time, information of the digital card corresponding to the
real card is newy inparted to the inpartation status
i nformati on 802 of the user information regarding the user,
and a state in which the good (digital card) has been
provided to the user is virtually realized on the system
In other words, in a state in which the digital card, which

is the first gane el enent according to the present



i nvention, has been inparted, the user is in a state of
having the right to ownership of the digital card and to the
real card corresponding to the digital card, which is the
second gane el enment according to the present invention. In
light of the fact that the state that is first reached with
regard to the operational input is the state in which the
digital card has been inparted, operational input perforned
at the user term nal 300 regarding various types of
processing relating to provision of the real card executed
at the provision server 100 is described bel ow as i nput
instructing an "inpartation request for a digital card".
However, from one perspective, the real card and the digital
card corresponding to each other are essentially the sane,
and accordingly, the above operational input may be read as
i nput instructing a "provision request for a real card" as
appropri ate.

[ 0038]

Paynent of a price is a prerequisite to provision of a
real card, and various types of processing relating to
provision of the real card executed at the provision server
100 in response to the inpartation request for a digital
card are perfornmed under the condition that paynent of the
price is conplete (settlenent conplete). It is sufficient
for paynent of the price to be performed using an externa

billing system for exanple, with judgnent of settlenent



conpl ete being made by the provision server 100 receiving a
result of settlenent processing of a predeterm ned currency
or points (having nonetary val ue) associated with the user.
Note that providing real cards free of charge is suitable
froma perspective of sales pronotion and so forth, for
exanpl e, and accordingly it is needless to say that paynent
of a price is not an indispensable prerequisite for
execution of various types of processing in carrying out the
present invention.

[ 0039]

Al so, real cards that are provided, i.e., digital cards
that are inparted, are configured such that the types
t hereof are decided by a drawing gane. That is to say, the
service is provision of a drawing gane of digital cards that
i nvol ves provision of real cards, and the operational input
relating to the inpartation request for a digital card
performed at the user termnal 300 is equivalent to a start
instruction for this drawi ng gane. The draw ng gane
i nvol ves the drawi ng processing perfornmed by the inparting
unit 106, and a digital card of the type decided (won) by
the drawing is inparted to the user.

[ 0040]

Note that while the service provision in the provision
system according to the present enbodi nent is described as

drawi ng ganes being executed in relation to inparting



digital cards, carrying out the present invention is not
limted to this. It is sufficient for the present invention
to performservice provision relating to a ganme and
involving inparting a gane elenent (digital card) to a user.
The ganme that decides the type of gane elenent to be
inmparted is not limted to sinply perform ng a draw ng

al one, and nmay have any content. The term "gane" as used
here may be understood to indicate content involving
interactive-type processing, in which selection of a
predeterm ned el enment, presentation of effects, derivation
of results of predeterm ned randomess, and so forth, are
performed in response to operational input perforned as to a
pr edet er mi ned di spl ay.

[0041]

Real cards provided in the service according to the
present enbodi nent will be described as being prefabricated
cards having a fixed design, which are printed and issued in
advance in a factory or the |ike, and which are delivered to
a warehouse or the |like, sorted by type, and stored for
provision (for shipping). In a case of a shipping
instruction being given fromthe provision server 100 to the
managenent server 200, shipping managenent information
relating to the shipping instruction is referenced, the real
card to be shipped is picked and packaged in a warehouse or

the like, and thereafter shipped, thereby realizing



provision to the rel evant user.

[ 0042]

As descri bed above, the type of the real card to be
provided is decided in accordance with the result of w nning
the draw ng ganme, and is not configured so that the user can
selectively obtain a desired real card. The drawing ganme is
performed on the basis of the wnning rate 822 set in the
digital card information of the digital cards corresponding
to the various types of real cards, and the type of digital
card to be inparted is decided under conditions that are
even to all users.

[ 0043]

On the other hand, in a state in which there is no
stock of real cards of a particular type (out of stock), the
real card cannot be shipped even if a digital card
corresponding to the real card is won in the draw ng gane.
That is to say, a state in which the real card of this type
is not shipped continues until stock is received to
inventory the next tinme, and accordingly fairness anong
users regarding the period fromthe inpartation request
until obtaining the real card is not guaranteed, which nay
dimnish user interest. Also, inplenenting a specification
in which a substitute real card is provided (a substitute
digital card is inparted) due to giving priority to this

period will lead to fairness anong users regarding the



W nning rate not being guaranteed, which also may di m ni sh
user interest.

[ 0044]

Accordi ngly, the provision systemaccording to the
present enbodi nent controls whether to enable or disable
accepting of operational input relating to inpartation
requests for digital cards, i.e., whether to enable or
di sabl e execution of the drawi ng ganme, in accordance with
the stock status of real cards that are the object of
provision. That is to say, if there is stockout regarding a
real card to be the object of provision, execution of a
drawi ng gane in which fairness anbng users is not guaranteed
i s avoi ded by disabling accepting operational input relating
to inpartation requests for digital cards.

[ 0045]

In the provision systemaccording to the present
enbodi ment, the stock information indicating the stock
status of each real card is updated in accordance with new
shi ppi ng managenent i nformation being registered in the
shi ppi ng managenent DB 205 or exi sting shippi ng managenent
i nformati on being updated, on the basis of information based
on new reception of real cards to inventory (particularly
count received to inventory) being registered, and
information of real cards regarding which shipping is

determ nate (securing information) received fromthe



provi sion server 100. However, carrying out the present
invention is not limted to these, and updating of stock
informati on may be perforned at any tim ng, such as actual
goods being secured for packaging for shipping for exanple,
as long as it is atimng at which, in a state where a real
card is out of stock, execution of the drawing gane in which
a digital card corresponding to this real card could be won
can be suppressed.

[ 0046]
<<Provi si on Processi ng>>

Speci fic provision processing executed at the provision
server 100 relating to service provision in the provision
system according to the present enbodinent will be described
below, with reference to the flowhart in Fig. 5. The
processi ng corresponding to the flowhart can be realized
by, for exanple, the provision control unit 101 readi ng out
a correspondi ng processing programstored in the provision
recordi ng nmedi um 102, | oading the programto the provision
menory 103, and executing the program Note that this
provi sion processing wll be described regarding the
processi ng executed when the provision server 100 receives
an access request to the Wb site relating to the service
fromthe user term nal 300 (hereinafter, accessing
termnal), for exanple.

[ 0047]



In S501, the provision control unit 101 judges whet her
or not a transition request to a page that accepts
i npartation requests for digital cards (draw ng game page)
has been received fromthe accessing termnal. |In a case of
judging that a transition request to the draw ng gane page
has been received, the provision control unit 101
transitions the processing to S502, while in a case of
j udgi ng that no such request has been received, the
provision control unit 101 repeats the processing of this
step. Note that although description will be given
regardi ng the processing details for the processing relating
to providing real cards in the provision processing
according to the present enbodinent, it is needless to say
t hat processing may be perfornmed regardi ng other functions
included in the service.

[ 0048]

In S502, the provision control unit 101 executes
determ nation processing regardi ng determ ni ng whet her or
not inpartation of digital cards can be performed, i.e.,
whet her or not the drawi ng gane can be started.

[ 0049]
<Det ermi nati on Processi ng>

Det er mi nati on processing executed in this step wll be
described below with reference to the flowhart in Fig. 6.

The processing corresponding to this flowhart can be



realized by, for exanple, the provision control unit 101 and
t he managenent control unit 201 each reading out a
correspondi ng processing programstored in the provision
recordi ng medi um 102 or the managenent recordi ng nedi um 202,
| oadi ng the programto the provision nenory 103 or the
managenent nenory 203, and executing the program That is
to say, the provision server 100 and the nanagenent server
200 performthis determ nation processing coll aboratively.

[ 0050]

In S601, the provision control unit 101 transmts a
provi sion request regarding stock status information
i ndicating the stock status corresponding to real cards
corresponding to digital cards that are the object of
inparting, to the managenent server 200 via the provision
conmuni cation unit 108.

[ 0051]

In S602, the nanagenent control unit 201 judges whet her
or not the provision request for stock status information
has been received. 1In a case of judging that the provision
request for stock status information has been received, the
managenment control unit 201 transitions the processing to
S603, while in a case of judging that no such request has
been received, the managenent control unit 201 repeats the
processing of this step.

[ 0052]



In S603, the managenent control unit 201 references the
stock information of all types of real cards that are the
obj ect of provision, managed by the stock DB 204, configures
stock status information to be transmtted to the provision
server 100, and transmts the stock status information to
t he provision server 100 via the managenent conmuni cati on
unit 206. The stock status information in the present
enbodi ment is logical-type information indicating whether or
not there is stockout, since it is sufficient for the
provi sion server 100 to conprehend whether there is stockout
regarding any of the real cards that are the object of
provi sion. Accordingly, the nanagenent control unit 201
references the information of the stock count 832, which is
stock information of all types of real cards that are the
obj ect of provision, and configures stock status information
of True indicating that there is stockout if even one type
of real card has a stock count of 0, or Fal se indicating
that there is no stockout if none of the types has a stock
count of O.

[ 0053]

Note that the stock status information is described in
t he present enbodi nent as | ogical-type information
i ndi cati ng whether or not there is stockout, carrying out
the present inventionis not limted to this. It is

needl ess to say that information of stock status transmtted



to the provision server 100 fromthe nanagenent server 200
may be configured to include stock information of all types
of real cards, or may be information of another
configuration.

[ 0054]

In S604, the provision control unit 101 judges whet her
or not stock status information has been received fromthe
provi sion server 100. In a case of judging that stock
status information has been received, the provision contro
unit 101 transitions the processing to S605, while in a case
of judging that no stock status information is received, the
provi sion control unit 101 repeats the processing of this
st ep.

[ 0055]

In S605, the provision control unit 101 determ nes
whet her or not digital cards can be inparted (whether or not
the drawi ng ganme can be started) on the basis of the
recei ved stock status information, and stores the
determ nation result thereof in the provision nenory 1083.
More specifically, in a case where the stock status
information is False, the provision control unit 101 stores
a determnation result to the effect that digital cards can
be inmparted in the provision nenory 103, and in a case where
the stock status information is True, stores a determ nation

result to the effect that digital cards cannot be inparted



in the provision nenory 103. Upon storage of the
determ nation result in the provision nmenory 103 is
conplete, the provision control unit 101 ends this
determ nati on processing.

[ 0056]

Upon end of the determ nation processing, the provision
control unit 101 judges whether or not the determ nation
result that is stored is a determination result to the
effect that digital cards can be inparted, in S503 of the
provi sion processing. In a case where the determ nation
result is a determnation result to the effect that digital
cards can be inparted, the provision control unit 101
transitions the processing to S505, while in a case of a
determnation result to the effect that digital cards cannot
be inmparted, the provision control unit 101 transitions the
processing to S504.

[ 0057]

In S504, the provision control unit 101 perforns
control so that digital cards are not inparted, by setting
the formof presentation elenents, such as graying out the
color of a button that accepts inpartation requests for
digital cards (a GQJ conposed of an inmage) such that the
button is in a state in which operational input cannot be
performed, in a drawi ng gane page presented on the accessing

termnal, or the like, for exanple. That is to say, by



configuring information used for presenting the draw ng gane
page on the accessing termnal (information for page
presentation) in this way, the provision control unit 101
perfornms control so that inpartation requests for digital
cards or start requests for the draw ng game cannot be
accepted fromthe accessing termnal. The provision control
unit 101 may configure information for page presentation at
this time to present a notification to the effect that
accepting inpartation of digital cards is tenporarily

di sconti nued, due to insufficient stock of real cards. The
provision control unit 101 transmts the configured
information for page presentation to the accessing term nal
via the provision communi cation unit 108, and thereafter
conpl etes this provision processing.

[ 0058]

Al'so, in a case where the determ nation result stored
in S503 is a determnation result to the effect that digita
cards can be inparted, in S505, the provision control unit
101 perfornms control so that digital cards can be inparted,
by setting the formof presentation elenents, such as
setting the button that accepts inpartation requests for
digital cards to an operation-inputtable state or the |like
for the drawi ng gane page, for exanple. That is to say, the
provi sion control unit 101 perfornms control to enable

accepting inpartation requests for digital cards and start



requests for the drawi ng gane fromthe accessing term nal,
by configuring the information for page presentation in this
way. At this tinme, the provision control unit 101 may
configure information for page presentation to present a
notification to the effect that digital cards are inparted
by operational input to this button, or a notification to
the effect that corresponding real cards will be shipped to
the user in accordance with inpartation of digital cards.
After transmtting the information for page presentation
that is configured to the accessing termnal via the
provi si on comruni cation unit 108, the provision control unit
101 transitions the processing to S506.

[ 0059]

Note that although control of whether or not to enable
accepting inpartation requests for digital cards is
described in the present enbodi ment as being perforned at
t he provision server 100 side, by configuring information
used in presentation of the drawi ng gane page in which the
formof accepting inpartation requests is set on the basis
of the determnation results, as shown in S504 and S505,
carrying out the present invention is not limted to this.
Control of whether or not to enable accepting inpartation
requests for digital cards may be indirectly realized by the
accessing termnal, on the basis of information of

determ nation results supplied fromthe provision server 100



to the accessing termnal.

[ 0060]

In S506, the provision control unit 101 judges whet her
or not an inpartation request for digital cards (or a start
request for the drawi ng gane) has been received fromthe
accessing termnal. In a case of judging that an
inpartation request for a digital card has been received,
the provision control unit 101 transitions the processing to
S507, while in a case of judging that no such request has
been received, the provision control unit 101 repeats the
processing of this step.

[ 0061]

In S507, the provision control unit 101 judges whet her
or not settlenent is successful (whether or not paynent of
the price has been perfornmed) as a result of settlenent
processing relating to inpartation of the digital card with
regard to the user of the accessing termnal. |In a case of
judging that settlenent relating to inpartation of the
digital card has succeeded, the provision control unit 101
transitions the processing to S508, and in a case of judging
that settlenment has failed, the provision control unit 101
makes notification to that effect, transitions to the page
before transition to the drawi ng gane page, and returns the
processing to S501.

[ 0062]



Under control of the provision control unit 101, in
S508, the inmparting unit 106 executes the drawi ng processing
to decide the digital card to be inparted to the user of the
accessing termnal. The drawi ng processing in the present
enbodi ment is configured such that all types of digital
cards of which digital card information is nanaged by the
card DB 107 are registered as the object of drawing on the
basis of the winning rate 822 thereof, and one of these is
extracted. Upon deciding a digital card to be inparted as
the result of the drawing processing, the inparting unit 106
adds the information of this digital card to the inpartation
status information 802 of the user information relating to
the user. The provision control unit 101 also transmts the
information of the digital card that is inparted to the
accessing termnal via the provision comunication unit 108,
and notifies the user. It is sufficient for notification of
the digital card that is inparted at the accessing term na
to be performed along with presentation of an i nmage of the
digital card. The image of the digital card at this tine
may show uni que artwork given to the corresponding real
card.

[ 0063]

In S509, the provision control unit 101 perforns
securing processing of securing for shipping a real card

corresponding to the digital card inparted in S508 (object



digital card).

[ 0064]
<Securing Processing>

Now, the securing processing executed in this step wll
be described in detail with reference to the flowchart in
Fig. 7. The processing corresponding to this flowhart can
be realized by, for exanple, the provision control unit 101
and the managenent control unit 201 each reading out a
correspondi ng processing programstored in the provision
recordi ng medi um 102 or the managenent recordi ng nedi um 202,
| oading the programto the provision nenory 103 or the
managenent nmenory 203, and executing the program That is
to say, the provision server 100 and the nanagenent server
200 performthis securing processing collaboratively.

[ 0065]

In S701, the provision control unit 101 configures
securing information indicating that shipping of the real
card corresponding to the object digital card is
determ nate, and sends the securing information to the
provi si on communi cation unit 108, which transmts the
securing information to the managenent server 200. The
securing information here is information for securing the
real card regarding which provision to the user is
determ nate, and may be configured to include shipping

destination informati on 862 of the user and a card | D 863 of



the object digital card (card ID of the real card to be
shi pped), in association with a user |ID 861 of the user, as
illustrated in Fig. 8(e), for exanple.

[ 0066]

In S702, the managenent control unit 201 judges whet her
or not securing information has been received fromthe
provi sion server 100. 1In a case of judging that securing
i nformati on has been received fromthe provision server 100,
t he managenent control unit 201 transitions the processing
to S703, while in a case of judging that no securing
i nformati on has been received, the managenent control unit
201 repeats the processing of this step.

[ 0067]

In S703, the managenent control unit 201 determ nes
whet her or not shi ppi ng managenent information having the
sanme user | D 842 as the card ID 851 in the securing
i nformation that has been received, and al so having a val ue
of the shipped flag 844 indicating an unshipped state, is
present in the shipping managenent DB 205. 1In the service
according to the present enbodinent, with regard to one or
nore digital cards inparted within a predeterm ned peri od,
such as one service usage period (a period during which
continuous access to a related Wb site is perforned with
| ogin authentication) or the |ike for exanple, for one user,

provi sion of corresponding real cards to the user is



performed in a consolidated manner as one shipnment. That is
to say, nultiple real cards can be included in one shipnent,
and securing information that the managenment server 200 has
received during a predeterm ned period for the sane user is
aggregated in one piece of shipping managenent infornmation,
and is registered and managed. Accordingly, in this step,

t he managenent control unit 201 judges whether or not

shi ppi ng managenent i nformation corresponding to the service
usage period this tine already exists with regard to the
user of the accessing termnal. 1In a case of judging that

t hi s shi ppi ng managenent information already exists, the
managemnment control unit 201 transitions the processing to
S705, and in a case of judging that the shipping nanagenent

i nformati on does not exist, transitions the processing to
S704.

[ 0068]

In S704, the nmanagenent control unit 201 issues a new
shi pping I D 841 and regi sters new shi ppi ng managenent
information in the shippi ng managenent DB 205. More
specifically, the managenent control unit 201 configures
shi ppi ng managenent i nformation that has the shipping ID 841
that is newy issued, and that has the value of the shipped
flag 844 indicating an unshi pped state. Also, the
managenent control unit 201 enters the user I D 861 of the

securing information to the user 1D 842 of the shipping



managenent information, and the shipping destination
i nformation 862 of the securing information to the shipping
destination information 843. The managenment control unit
201 al so adds information in which the card ID 863 of the
securing information is the card I D 851 and in which the
count 852 is "1" to the shipping card information 845 of the
shi ppi ng managenent information, as information of the rea
card regardi ng which shipping is deterni nate.

[ 0069]

On the other hand, in a case of judging in S703 that
t hi s shi ppi ng managenent information already exists, in S705
t he managenent control unit 201 adds the information of the
real card relating to the securing information to the
shi pping card information 845 of this shipping mnagenent
information. |In a case where information of a real card
having the same card ID 851 as the card ID 863 in the
securing information is already registered in the shipping
card information 845, the managenent control unit 201
updat es the count 852 associated with the card ID 851 to a
val ue increnented by "1", instead of adding. Conversely, in
a case where information of a real card having the sanme card
I D 851 as the card ID 863 in the securing information i s not
regi stered yet in the shipping card information 845, the
managenent control unit 201 adds information in which the

card I D 863 of the securing information is the card ID 851



and in which the count 852 is "1" to the shipping card
informati on 845.

[ 0070]

In S706, the nmanagenent control unit 201 reflects, in
the stock DB 204, the information of the real card regarding
whi ch shipping is determ nate on the basis of the securing
information. Mre specifically, the managenent control unit
201 updates the stock count 832 to a val ue decrenented by
"1" with regard to the stock information that has the sane
card 1D 831 as the card ID 863 in the securing information
and that is managed in the stock DB 204. Thus, securing of
the real card to be provided to the user of the accessing
termnal for shipping is realized. 1In other words, the
right to ownership of the real card regardi ng which
provision is determinate is transferred to the user even in
t he unshi pped stage, and accordingly the real card is
excluded fromthe stock information, so as not to be counted
as stock.

[ 0071]

In S707, the managenent control unit 201 returns
i nformation, indicating that securing of the real card
corresponding to the object digital card is conplete, to the
provi sion server 100 via the managenent conmunication unit
206.

[0072]



In S708, the provision control unit 101 judges whet her
or not information, indicating that securing of the rea
card corresponding to the object digital card is conplete,
has been received. 1In a case of judging that infornmation
i ndicating that securing of the real card is conpl ete has
been received, the provision control unit 101 conpletes this
securing processing, while in a case of judging that no such
information is received, the provision control unit 101
repeats the processing of this step.

[ 0073]

Upon end of the securing processing, in S510 of the
provi si on processing, the provision control unit 101 judges
whet her or not to add a further real card to the one
shipnent relating to service usage this tinme, i.e., whether
or not to inpart a digital card additionally. The judgnent
in this step may be nmade in accordance wi th whet her
indication of intent to the effect of requesting further
inpartation of digital cards (operational input) is nade, or
whet her indication of intent to the effect of not requesting
any further inpartation of digital cards (operational
input), is nade at the accessing termnal. Also, control
may be perfornmed such that, in a case in which the count of
real cards that can be included in one shipnment reaches an
upper limt, for exanple, further addition of real cards is

not permtted. In a case of judging that a digital card is



to be additionally inparted, the provision control unit 101
returns the processing to S502, and in a case of judging
that a digital card is not to be additionally inparted,
transitions the processing to S511.

[ 0074]

In S511, the provision control unit 101 transmts a
shipping instruction for a real card including the user ID
of the user of the accessing termnal to the nanagenent
server 200 via the provision communication unit 108, and
conpl etes this provision processing at the provision server
100 si de.

[ 0075]

Upon receiving the shipping instruction for the real
cards, transmtted in this way, the managenment control unit
201 reads out shipping nanagenent information fromthe
shi ppi ng managenent DB 205 that has the user ID included in
t he shipping instruction and of which the value of the
shi pped flag 844 indicates an unshi pped state, and perforns
processi ng so that shipping procedures are perforned
regardi ng this shipping nanagenent information. Processing
of shi pping procedures nay be realized by a manual process
i ncluding, for exanple, transm ssion of the shipping
managenent information to a term nal of a packagi ng staffer
and the packagi ng staffer perform ng packagi ng and shi ppi ng

on the basis of information of the types and shipping counts



of the real cards that are the object of packaging, which is
presented at the terminal, or by an autonated process in
whi ch these steps are perforned by machine or the like. At
the tinme of shipping, information of shipping conpleted is
transmtted fromthe term nal of the packaging staffer to
t he managenent server 200, for exanple, and the managenent
control unit 201 updates the shipped flag 844 of the
rel evant shi ppi ng nanagenent informati on managed in the
shi ppi ng managenent DB 205 to a val ue indicating a shipped
state in response to reception of this information, and the
processi ng of the shipping procedures is conplete.

[ 0076]

Now, in a case of conpleting the provision processing
t hrough S504, there is a possibility that shipping
managenent information, in which the shipped flag 844 has a
val ue indicating an unshi pped state regardi ng the user of
the accessing termnal, exists in the shipping managenent DB
205. That is to say, in a case where judgnent is nade in
S510 to add further real cards in the one shipnment relating
to the service usage this tinme, but determnation is nade in
t he subsequent determ nation processing that digital cards
cannot be inparted, shipping managenent i nformation
regardi ng which real cards are unshipped exists in the
shi ppi ng managenent DB 205 regarding this user.

Accordingly, the provision control unit 101 transmts a



shi pping instruction for real cards including the user |ID of
the user of the accessing termnal to the managenent server
200 via the provision comunication unit 108, in a case of
conpl eting the provision processing through S504 as wel | .

[0077]

As descri bed above, according to the provision system
of the present enbodi nent, whether or not to enable
impartation of digital cards can be controlled in accordance
wth the stock status of the corresponding real cards, and
accordingly suitable service provision guaranteeing fairness
anong users can be realized.

[ 0078]

Note that although a formin which whether or not to
enabl e accepting of an inpartation request for a digital
card is controlled by changing settings of the GU of the
drawi ng gane page in accordance with the stock status of
real cards is described regarding the provision processing
according to the present enbodi ment, carrying out the
present invention is not limted to this. That is to say,
it is sufficient for the present invention to perform
control such that, in a state where a real card is out of
stock, inpartation of a digital card corresponding to the
real card is not performed. This may be realized by
operational input relating to an inpartation request for a

digital card being accepted at the accessing term nal, but



at the provision server 100 the provision control unit 101
controlling whether or not the inparting unit 106 is to
execute drawi ng processing in accordance with the stock
status. Alternatively, in a case where judgnment is nade
that there is no stock of a real card corresponding to a
digital card that is won as the result of draw ng
processing, control may be performed so that this digital
card is not inparted, and the draw ng processing is executed
again. In this case, the digital card corresponding to the
real card that is out of stock is not inparted, and
accordingly control may be perfornmed so that the result of
the winning is not presented on the accessing termnal.

[ 0079]

Al so, although a formin which nmultiple real cards
regardi ng which provision is determ nate during one service
usage period are consolidated and shi pped as one shipnment is
descri bed regardi ng the provision processing according to
t he present enbodi ment, carrying out the present invention
is not limted to this. That is to say, a formmy be nade
i n which shipping managenent information is registered for
each real card, and a shipping instruction is given along
with securing information for inparted digital cards.

[ 0080]

Al so, although the inparting unit 106 is described as

perform ng the drawi ng processing on the basis of the



W nning rate 822 managed in the digital card information for
each of the digital cards, regarding the provision
processi ng according to the present enbodi nent, carrying out
the present invention is not limted to this. For exanple,
in a case of enploying real cards provided in an arcade gane
housi ng or the like under a condition of paynent of a price
as the actual goods provided in this provision system the
drawi ng processing may be controlled in the same nanner as
in the provision formin the gane housing. That is to say,

i nstead of shuffling real cards that are the object of the
drawi ng each tinme the drawing is perforned, once the objects
of drawi ng are decided for a count of cards included in a
batch of real cards for replenishnment of the gane housing (a
batch (one pack) of real cards packaged and distributed for
repl eni shnent of a card provision stocker provided in the
gane housing), on the basis of the winning rate, draw ng
processi ng may be performed in which reshuffling of the
objects of drawing is not perforned thereafter until all of
t hese objects of drawing are won, and the card IDs of the
real cards that are won are sequentially excluded fromthe
objects. That is to say, a formmay be nade in which the

wi nning rate of at |east sonme of the real cards changes the
nore tines the drawi ng processing is performed, until the
drawi ng objects are shuffled the next tine.

[ 0081]



Al so, although determ nation processing is described as
bei ng executed for each inpartation request that is
recei ved, assumng that the provision server 100 and the
managenent server 200 are capabl e of comuni cati on,
regardi ng the provision processing according to the present
enbodi ment, this description is nade in order to facilitate
under st andi ng of the present invention, and execution
specifications of the determi nation processing are not
limted to this. For exanple, in a formin which, at the
time of a real card being secured and stock information
bei ng changed at the managenent server 200, stock status
information is supplied to the provision server 100 on the
basis of the stock information follow ng the change, the
provision control unit 101 can perform determ nation
processi ng using the stock status information at any tim ng
after the supplying, and hold the determ nation result
t her eof .

[ 0082]

Al so, although regarding the provision system according
to the present enbodinment, a formis described in which, of
services that are provided, functions of managi ng users and
inparting digital cards are realized by the provision server
100, functions of stock nmanagenment and shi ppi ng nanagenent
of real cards are realized by the managenent server 200, and

functions of accepting inpartation requests for digital



cards and presenting information are realized by the user
term nal 300, carrying out the present invention is not
limted to this. Sectioning of the entities that realize
the functions may be performed in any way, and the nunber of
devi ces used for realizing these functions is not limted to
three. That is to say, the various types of functions
relating to the provision systemnay be realized by one
devi ce, or execution of the functions nmay be distributed
anong nultiple devices and reali zed.

[ 0083]

Al so, although regarding the provision system according
to the present enbodinent, inparting digital cards is
descri bed as being perforned through the draw ng gane,
carrying out the present invention is not limted to this.
| mparting digital cards may be perforned in accordance with
progress status in any gane, such as an online gane of which
ganeplay is realized at the user termnal 300 via the
provi sion server 100 (which may include so-called web
appl i cations and social network ganes), any standal one gane
executed at the user term nal 300 configured to be capable
of receiving information of stock status, and so forth.

[ 0084]

Al so, the game regardi ng which service provision is
performed in according to the present invention does not

need to be a drawi ng gane al one in which inpartation of



digital cards is the object, as in the present enbodi nent,
and may be a gane that provides other playing experiences.
In such a form information used for ganme progress control
may be given to digital cards inparted to users and real
cards provided thereto, and nay be configured to be usable
for user ganeplay. For exanple, when using a real card in
ganeplay, it is sufficient for information given to the card
to be read out at the user term nal 300.

[ 0085]

Al so, although in the present enbodi ment, the first
gane elenent that is inparted in response to an inpartation
request received fromthe user is described as being a
digital card (virtual goods), and the second gane el enent
corresponding to the first gane elenent, provided in
accordance with inpartation of the first game elenent, is
described as being a real card (actual goods), carrying out
the present invention is not limted to this. It is
sufficient for the first gane el enent and the second gane
el enent to be el ements between which correspondence is set
in advance and that relate to the ganme of which service
provision is performed (for exanple, they appear in gane
process, at |least part of their information is presented in
relation to the gane, or the existence thereof is nentioned
in gane content), or that indicate features of the el enents

in part of the external appearance thereof. It is



sufficient for the first gane elenent to be a gane el enent
associated with the second elenent that is an actual good,
and may be any elenent relating to the ganme such as a
character, an item or the like, for exanple, besides a
digital card. Also, it is sufficient for the second gane
el enent to be an actual good relating to the gane of which
service provision is perfornmed, for exanple, associated with
the first gane elenment inparted to the user in the service,
and may be any actual good, such as, for exanple, a shaped
article like a nodel figure, a toy, a key fob, or the |iKke,
or a paper nediumor decal or the |ike other than a card,
and so forth, having an appearance of a ganme elenent. Al so,
regarding the formof a real card, the real card is not
limted to the above-descri bed prefabricated card, and may
be a card corresponding to the inparted digital data,
manuf act ured by so-called on-demand printing in response to
a shipping instruction, for exanple. 1In this case, it is
sufficient for determ nation of whether or not to enable
inmpartation of a digital card to be perforned on the basis
of the remai ni ng anmount of printing sheets for cards or the
state of a printing device.

[ 0086]
[ Modi fication 1]

Al t hough in the above-descri bed enbodi nent, a formis

described in which inpartation of digital cards is disabled



in a case where there is no stock of corresponding real
cards, carrying out the present invention is not limted to
this. That is to say, the status of real cards used to
determ ne whether or not to enable inpartation of digital
cards is not limted to the stock count.

[ 0087]

For exanple, in a formconfigured such that nmultiple
real cards are classified into groups (series No. 1, series
No. 2, ..., series No. N, and the lineup of real cards that
can be provided differs depending on a season (one of the
groups is providable), or the nunber of types of real cards
that are providable increases in accordance with passage of
time (providable groups are sequentially added), there can
be real cards of which stock exists, but of which provision
is not permssible at the timng at which the inpartation
request for the digital card is made.

[ 0088]

At this time, it is sufficient for determ nation
processi ng of whether or not to enable inpartation of
digital cards to be perfornmed for each group of real cards.
That is to say, a formnay be nade in which a transition
request to the drawi ng gane page is set so that accepting is
enabl ed for each group of corresponding real cards, i.e.,
selection instructions for multiple types of draw ng ganes

are set so that accepting is enabled, and in a case where an



inpartation request for a digital card is nade in one of the
drawi ng gane pages, the relevant group is identified, and
determnation results are derived in accordance w th whether
or not real cards included in this group can be provided.

In this form stock information relating to one real card,
for exanple, includes a group ID indicating which group the
real card is classified to, and providable information

i ndi cati ng whet her providable or not, or a providable
season, in addition to the configuration illustrated in Fig.
8(c), and can be realized by the managenent control unit 201
configuring stock status information by referencing the
provi dabl e i nformati on and/or the stock count 832 of the
stock information relating to this real card in a case of
recei ving a provision request for stock status information

i nvolving a group ID.

[ 0089]

Note that in such a form a list or index of inpartible
digital cards relating to each group nay be presentably
configured in a page that accepts transition requests to
drawi ng gane pages relating to nmultiple groups, for exanple,
so that users can conprehend in which group the real card
corresponding to a digital card that the user desires is
classified. Also, the page that accepts the transition
requests and the drawi ng gane pages may be configured such

that information of periods during which digital cards



relating to the respective groups can be inparted is
present abl e.

[ 0090]

In such a form in a case where a determ nation result
that digital cards regardi ng one group cannot be inparted is
obtained, and in a case where digital cards regarding
anot her group can be inparted, control may be perforned at
the user termnal 300 to make a notification to the effect
of proposing execution of the drawi ng gane relating to the
ot her group.

[ 0091]

[ Modi fication 2]

Al t hough in the above-descri bed nodification, a formis
described in which selection instructions regarding nmultiple
types of drawi ng ganes can be accepted in accordance with a
provi si on season for one type of content, carrying out the
present invention is not limted to this. Real cards of
mul tiple types of content may be provided in the service of
the provision system and with regard to provision, draw ng
gane pages may be provided for each type of content and
configured to be able to accept inpartation requests for
digital cards for each of the drawi ng ganes. That is to
say, status managenent of stock and so forth relating to
real cards may be performed for each type of content, and

determ nati on processing of whether or not digital cards can



be inparted may be perforned for each type of content.
Also, it is needless to say that drawi ng ganmes are further
di vi ded by provision seasons or the |ike for each type of
content, as in Mdification 1.

[ 0092]
[ Modi fication 3]

I n the above-described enbodi nent and nodifications, a
formis described in which digital cards of which digital
card information is managed in the card DB 107 can be al
sel ected as objects of drawing in the drawi ng gane, as |ong
as corresponding real cards are in a providable state.
However, sone of the digital cards nay be unsel ectabl e as
obj ects of draw ng.

[ 0093]

More specifically, digital cards that are inpartibly
provided in the provision systemaccording to the present
nodi fication are divided into types and nmanaged in
accordance wth whether or not the digital cards can be
objects of drawing in the drawing gane. A configuration may
be made in which, with regard to these types, information of
card type, distinguishably indicating which type the digital
card is, is included in digital card information relating to
one digital card managed by the card DB 107, for exanple, in
addition to the configuration indicated in Fig. 8(b).

Hereinafter, a digital card serving as a first-type first



gane el enent according to the present invention, which is
the object of drawing in the drawing gane, will be described
as a first-type digital card, and in the sane way, a digital
card serving as a second-type first gane elenment, which is
excl uded from being the object of drawing in the draw ng
ganme, will be described as a second-type digital card.

[ 0094]

Condi tions other than winning in the drawi ng gane are
set regarding the second-type digital card, for inpartation
of the digital card and acquisition of the real card
correspondi ng thereto. By configuring the second-type
digital card to be inparted wi thout necessitating an
i mpartation request fromthe user, under a condition that
the inpartation count of first-type digital cards to the
sanme user reaches a predeterm ned count, demand for the
first-type digital card and/or the real card correspondi ng
thereto in the service rises, leading to effects of sales
pronotion, for exanple. That is to say, in order for a user
to receive inpartation of the second-type digital card,
acquiring a predeterm ned count of the first-type digital
card through a predeterm ned count of tines of the draw ng
gane involving paynent of a price is a condition.
Accordingly, the scarcity of the second-type digital card
becones rel atively high, raising notivation of users for

buying the first-type digital card in order to obtain the



second-type digital card.

[ 0095]

In particular, arcade gane housings that perform
service provision involving providing real cards are
configured such that so-called canpai gn cards (sal es
pronotion nmedia) that are not provided fromthe housing but
are provided as free gifts with other products such as
confectionary, toys, and so forth are usable in gamepl ay,
besi des real cards provided fromthe housing. Such canpaign
cards are actual goods not acquirable through the use of the
arcade game housi ng al one, and accordi ngly purchasing
particul ar products, visiting a particular |location, or the
like, by the players, is necessary for acquisition thereof.
In the provision systemaccording to the present
nodi fi cation, such canpaign cards are included as real cards
that are providable, and digital cards corresponding thereto
are handl ed as second-type digital cards, and accordingly a
service can be provided in which users can acquire canpaign
cards or the like nore easily.

[ 0096]

Note that the decision of which second-type digital
card is to be inparted, in a case in which inpartation of a
second-type digital card is determ nate, may be perforned by
drawi ng processing in which only the second-type digital

cards are the object. 1In this case as well, fairness anong



users may be guaranteed by changing the inpartation timng

of second-type digital cards, or controlling whether or not
to enabl e accepting of inpartation requests for inpartation
of first-type digital cards reaching a predeternm ned count,
in accordance with whether real cards are in or out of

st ock.

[ 0097]

Al so, although in the present nodification, the second-
type digital card is described as being inparted under a
condition of inpartation of a predeterm ned count of first-
type digital cards to the sane user, carrying out the
present invention is not limted to this. |In order to
guarantee the scarcity value of real cards as to second-type
digital cards, for exanple, an inpartation condition for
second-type digital cards may be limted to a case in which
inpartation of a predeterm ned count of first-type digital
cards is perfornmed at one tinme, such as a draw ng gane
referred to as a so-called "10-shot" (a formin which
impartation of not one first-type digital card, but
inpartation of a predeterm ned count (nultiple) of first-
type digital cards is accepted as to one inpartation
request).

[ 0098]

Al so, although in the present nodification, a formis

described in which an inpartation condition for the second-



type digital card is set according to the count of first-
type digital cards inparted, carrying out the present
invention is not limted to this. The inpartation condition
of the second-type digital card nay be any inpartation
condition, as long as it is set not on the basis of draw ng
processing relating to inpartation of first-type digital
cards.

[ 0099]

[ & her Enbodi nent s]

The present invention is not limted to the above
enbodi nent; rather, various types of nodifications and
changes may be made within the scope of the essence of the
present invention, wthout departing fromthe spirit and
scope of the present invention. Also, the provision system
according to the present invention can be realized by a
programthat causes one or nore conputers to function as the
provi sion system The program can be provided/distributed
by being recorded in a conputer-readabl e recordi ng nmedi um
or via an electrical conmunication |ine.

I n accordance with enbodi nents of the invention, the
provi si on system descri bed above may be inplenented by a
processing unit that is communicatively connected to a non-
transitory nmedia. The processing unit may refer generically
to any device or conponent that can process such

instructions and may include: a m croprocessor,



m crocontrol l er, programuabl e | ogic device or other
conput ati onal device. That is, the processing unit may be
provi ded by any suitable logic circuitry for receiving

i nputs, processing themin accordance with instructions
stored in nenory and generating outputs (i.e. to the nenory
conmponents, and/or PCle BUS, etc.). In this enbodinent, the
processing unit may be a single core or nulti-core processor
wi th nmenory addressabl e space. A nenory and an operating
system may be in data communication with the processing unit
via a generic bus. The nenory conponents include both

vol atile and non-volatile nmenory and nore than one of each
type of nenory, including a Random Access Menory (RAM, a
Read Only Menory (ROM and a mass storage device, the |ast
conprising one or nore solid-state drives (SSDs). One
skilled in the art will recognize that the nenory conponents
descri bed above conprise non-transitory conputer-readabl e
nmedi a and shall be taken to conprise all conputer-readable
medi a except for a transitory, propagating signal.
Typically, the instructions are stored as program code in
the nmenory conponents but can al so be hardwired. The nenory
may i nclude a kernel and/or programm ng nodul es such as a
software application that may be stored in either volatile
or non-vol atile nmenory.

Ref erence Si gns Li st

[ 0100]
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CLAIMS
[Claim 1]

A program that causes a computer that performs service
provision relating to a plurality of types of games and
involving imparting a first game element to a user to
execute:

processing of accepting selection of one game out of
the plurality of types of games;

processing of accepting an impartation request for the
first game element relating to the one game of which
selection is accepted from the user;

processing of imparting the first game element to the
user on the basis of the iImpartation request;

processing of acquiring a status of a second game
element that corresponds to the first game element; and

processing of controlling impartation of the first game
element In accordance with the status of the second game
element that is acquired,

wherein impartation of the first game element is
controlled to be enabled, under a condition that the status
of the second game element that i1s acquired is a First
status;

wherein, In a case where the status of the second game
element that is acquired is a second status that is

different from the first status, impartation of the first
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game element i1s controlled to be disabled;

wherein the status of the second game element includes
information of a stock status of the second game element,

wherein the first status is a status iIn which the
second game element i1s iIn stock, and

wherein the second status is a status in which the
second game element is out of stock;

wherein the status of the second game element 1is
managed for each type of game, and

wherein the program further causes the computer to
execute processing of proposing another game of which the
status of the second game element that iIs managed iIs the
first status, in a case where the status of the second game
element that is managed with regard to the one game, of
which selection is accepted, iIs the second status.
[Claim 2]

The program according to Claim 1,

further causing the computer to execute processing of
accepting payment of a price relating to the impartation
request,

wherein impartation of the first game element is
performed under a condition that payment of the price has
been performed.
[Claim 3]

The program according to Claim 1 or 2,
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wherein each of the plurality of types of games
includes a drawing game, and

wherein the program further causes the computer to
execute processing of deciding, on the basis of a result of
the drawing game, the fTirst game element to be imparted on
the basis of the impartation request.
[Claim 4]

The program according to Claim 3,

wherein the first game element includes a First-type
first game element and a second-type first game element, and

wherein the first game element decided on the basis of
the result of the drawing game is the first-type first game
element.
[Claim 5]

The program according to Claim 4,

wherein the second-type first game element i1s imparted
not on the basis of the result of the drawing game.
[Claim 6]

The program according to Claim 5,

wherein the second-type first game element is imparted
to the user under a condition that an impartation count of
the first-type first game element to the same user has
reached a predetermined count.
[Claim 7]

The program according to Claim 6,
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wherein the second-type first game element i1s imparted
to the user under a condition that a predetermined count of
the first-type first game element iIs imparted to the same
user at one time.
[Claim 8]
The program according to any one of Claims 1 to 7,
wherein the control to disable impartation of the first
game element includes control to a state in which the
impartation request Is not accepted.
[Claim 9]
The program according to any one of Claims 1 to 8,
wherein the first game element i1s a virtual good, and
wherein the second game element is an actual good.
[Claim 10]

The program according to any one of Claims 1 to 9,
further causing the computer to execute processing
relating to providing the second game element corresponding

to the first game element to the user, under a condition
that impartation of the first game element has been
performed.
[Claim 11]

The program according to Claim 10,

wherein information regarding whether or not to permit
provision of the second game element to the user is set to

the second game element,
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wherein the first status iIs a status in which
information permitting provision of the second game element
to the user 1s set, and

wherein the second status is a status in which
information not permitting provision of the second game
element to the user iIs set.

[Claim 12]

The program according to any one of Claims 1 to 11,

further causing the computer to execute processing of
presenting the user with, for each of the types of games, a
period in which the first game element relating to the game
is iImpartible.

[Claim 13]

The program according to Claim 1,

further causing the computer to execute processing of
presenting the user with, for each of the types of games, a
list of first game elements that are impartible regarding
the game.

[Claim 14]

A provision system that performs service provision
relating to a plurality of types of games and involving
imparting a first game element to a user, the provision
system comprising:

a first accepting means that accepts a selection of one

game out of the plurality of types of games;
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a second accepting means that accepts an Impartation
request for the first game element from the user relating to
the one game of which selection Is accepted;

imparting means that imparts the first game element to
the user on the basis of the Impartation request accepted by
the second accepting means;

acquisition means that acquires a status of a second
game element that corresponds to the first game element; and

control means that controls impartation of the first
game element iIn accordance with the status of the second
game element that is acquired by the acquisition means,

wherein the control means controls impartation of the
first game element to be enabled, under a condition that the
status of the second game element that i1s acquired by the
acquisition means is a first status;

wherein, In a case where the status of the second game
element that iIs acquired is a second status that is
different from the first status, the control means controls
impartation of the first game element to be disabled;

wherein the status of the second game element includes
information of a stock status of the second game element,

wherein the first status is a status iIn which the
second game element i1s iIn stock, and

wherein the second status is a status in which the

second game element i1s out of stock;
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wherein the status of the second game element 1is
managed for each type of game, and

means for proposing another game of which the status of
the second game element that is managed is the first status,
in a case where the status of the second game element that
iIs managed with regard to the one game, of which selection
IS accepted, is the second status.

[Claim 15]

An information management device that manages service
provision relating to a plurality of types of games and
involving imparting a first game element, the information
management device comprising:

a first accepting means that accepts a selection of one
game out of the plurality of types of games;

a second accepting means that accepts an impartation
request for the first game element relating to the one game
of which selection i1s accepted;

imparting means that imparts the first game element on
the basis of the Impartation request accepted by the second
accepting means;

acquisition means that acquires a status of a second
game element that corresponds to the first game element; and

control means that controls Impartation of the first
game element iIn accordance with the status of the second

game element that is acquired by the acquisition means,
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wherein the control means controls impartation of the
first game element to be enabled, under a condition that the
status of the second game element that i1s acquired by the
acquisition means is a first status;

wherein, In a case where the status of the second game
element that is acquired is a second status that is
different from the first status, the control means controls
impartation of the first game element to be disabled;

wherein the status of the second game element includes
information of a stock status of the second game element,

wherein the first status is a status iIn which the
second game element i1s iIn stock, and

wherein the second status is a status in which the
second game element i1s out of stock;

wherein the status of the second game element is
managed for each type of game, and

means for proposing another game of which the status of
the second game element that is managed is the first status,
in a case where the status of the second game element that
iIs managed with regard to the one game, of which selection

IS accepted, 1s the second status.



