Disclosed is a nmethod for stabilizing a crude oxy- nethyl ene copol yner
having thermal |y unstable terninal groups, which conprises subjecting a
crude okynethyl ene copolymer to heat treatment in the presence of at I east
ope quat ernary anmmoni um conmpound represented by the followng formula (1):
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of from1 to 3; and X is a hydroxyl group or an acid residue. In this
method, even bynerthylens applomer awingrathermhiit Wistakle q%ﬁ%%% y
annDnlun1éonpound t he deconposition rate of the unstable termtgh;}f]r oups

can be remar kablgqu?sr d‘fl'é&fb(FO“’tHﬁﬁ?cﬁ/ FHRIeGHRT Ry THES e

the crude copol Theref re, l% tho i t_has beco S|b%e to
easi |y ppoduce &%ﬁ%t%‘iﬁa e pol Sy T ESHEHT P riod
U e SR, PR %oéoe:% ikt

following formula (1):
[RTR2R3R4N* X" (1)
wherein each of Rl, Rz, R3 and R? independently repre-

10 sents an unsubstituted or substituted alkyl group, an
aryl group, an aralkyl group which is an unsubstituted
or substifuted alkyl group substituted with at least one
aryl gfoup, or an alkylaryl group which is an aryl group
substitﬁted with at least one unsubstituted or substi-

15 tuted_alkyl group; n is an integer of from 1 to 3; and X
is a hydroxyl group or an acid residue. In this method,
even by the addition of a very small amount of the
quatefnary ammonium compound, the decomposition rate of
the unstable terminal groups can be remarkably in-

20 creased, thereby facilitating the stabilization of the
crude copolymer. Therefore, by this method, it has
become possible to easily produce an excellent oxymeth&—
lene copolymer within a short period of time, which has
substantially no unstable terminal groups and, there-

25 fore, has excellent thermal stability and colar tone.-
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