1 GRANULAR MAGNETIC RECORDING MEDIA WITH IMPROVED
CORROSION RESISTANCE BY CAP LAYER AND PRE-OVERCOAT
ETCHING FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE [0001] The present disclosure
relates to methods for improving the corrosion resistance of thin film
magnetic recording media and to magnetic recording media obtained
thereby. The disclosure has particular utility in the manufacture of high
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Magnetic media are widely used in various applications, particularly in the
computer industry for data/information storage and retrieval applications,
FIELD, 5@_%@%&59&? efforts are continually made with the aim of
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"nerpendicular”, ending upon the orjentation of the magnetic domains
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longitudinal recording, thin-film, hard disk-type magnetic recording

medium 1 commonly employed in computer-related applications is
schematically illustrated in FIG. 1 in simplified cross-sectional view, and
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schemvatieally illustrated in FIG. 1 in simplified cross-sectional view, and comprises a
substantially rigid, non-magnetic metal substrate 10, typically of aluminum (Al) or an
aluminum-based alloy, such as an aluminum-magnesium (Al-Mg) alloy, having sequentially
deposited or otherwise formed on a surface 10A thereof a plating layer 11, such as of amorphous
nickel-phosphorus (Ni-P); a seed layer 12A of an amorphous or fine-grained material, e.g., a
nickel-aluminum (Ni-Al) or chromium-titanium (Cr-Ti) alloy; a polycrystalline underlayer 12B,
typically of Cr or a Cr-based alloy; a magnetic recording layer 13, e.g., of a cobalt (Co)-based
alloy with one or more of platinum (Pt), Cr, boron (B), etc.; a protective overcoat layer 14,
typically containing carbon (C), e.g., diamond-like carbon (“DLC”); and a lubricant topcoat
layer 15, e.g., of a perfluoropolyether. Each of layers 11 - 14 may be deposited by suitable
physical vapor deposition (“PVD”) techniques, such as sputtering, and layer 15 is typically

deposited by dipping or spraying.



transducer, or write "head", to record and thereby store data/information

therein. The write transducer or head creates a highly concentrated

magnetic field which alternates directidn based on the bits of information

to be stored. When the local magnetic field produced by the write

transducer is greater than the coercivity of the material of the recordin )
éeﬁigy]a write
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[0007] A typical conventional perpendicular recording system 20 utilizing a vertically
oriented magnetic medium 21 with a relatively thick soft magnetic underlayer, a relatively thin
hard magnetic recording layer, and a single-pole head, is illustrated in FIG. 2, wherein reference
numerals 10, 11, 4, 5, and 6, respectively, indicate a non-magnetic substrate, an adhesion layer
(optional), a soft magnetic underlayer, at least one non-magnetic interlayer, and at least one
perpendicular hard magnetic recording layer. Reference numerals 7 and 8, respectively, indicate
the single and auxiliary poles of a single-pole magnetic transducer head 6. The relatively thin

interlayer 5 (also referred to as an “intermediate” layer), comprised of one or more layers of non-



3 magnetic materials, serves to (1) prevent magnetic interaction between
the soft underlayer 4 and the at least one hard recording layer 6 and (2)
promote desired microstructural and rﬁagnetlc properties of the at least
one hard recording layer. [0008] As shown by the arrows in the figure
indicating_the path of the magnetic flux_flux O is seen as emanating from
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generally in vertical reglstry (i.e., vertically "correlated" or aligned). [001
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[0018bmprise GATHE MR e3er Aatidkaayeledie PrYQE@‘P?éI'@(% SUENGS Qf'ﬁ diamond-

like &BYn TSIt Q‘WOW%FWQME!E Mpie Rl RLINAIRGA @A P)dE POQeN as of

about 4,000 A thick layer of a soft magnetic material selected from the
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underlayer 4 is typically comprised of an about 500 to about 4,000 A thick layer of a soft
magnetic material selected from the group consisting of Ni, NiFe (Permalloy), Co, CoZr, CoZrCr,
CoZrNb, CoFeZrNb, CoFe, Fe, FeN, FeSiAl, FeSIAIN, FeCoB, FeCoC, etc. Interlayer 5
typically comprises an up to about 300 A thick layer or layers of non-magnetic material(s), such
as Ru, TiCr, Ru/CoCrs7Pts, RuCr/CoCrPt, etc.; and the at least one hard magnetic layer 6 is
typically comprised of an about 100 to about 250 A thick layer(s) of Co-based alloy(s) including
one or more elements selected from the group consisting of Cr, Fe, Ta, Ni, Mo, Pt, V, Nb, Ge, B,
and Pd, iron nitrides or oxides, or a (CoX/Pd or Pt), multilayer magnetic superlattice structure,

where n is an integer from about 10 to about 25. Each of the alternating, thin layers of Co-based



and Pd, iron nitrides or oxides, or a (CoX/Pd or Pt)" multilayer magnetic
superlattice structure, where n is an integer from about 10 to about 25.
Each of the alternating, thin layers of €o-based 4 magnetic alloy of the
superlattice is from about 2 to about 3.5 A thick, X is an element selected
from the group consisting of Cr, Ta, B, Mo, Pt, W, and Fe, and each of the
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CO,retytingdanen mpa (eepcive gassphatainingpspoepdepesiton. ofth®Zo alloy-based
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and/@oNpstomsphere, in order to incorporate oxides and/or nitrides therein and achieve smaller
and more isolated magnetic grains. However, magnetic films formed according to such
methodology typically are very porous and rough-surfaced compared to media formed utilizing
conventional techniques. Corrosion and environmental testing of granular recording media
indicate very poor resistance to corrosion and environmental influences and even relatively thick
carbon-based protective overcoats, e.g., ~ 40 A thick, provide inadequate resistance to corrosion
and environmental attack. Studies have determined that the root cause of the poor corrosion
performance of granular magnetic recording media is incomplete coverage of the surface of the
magnetic recording layer by the protective overcoat (typically carbon), due to high nano-scale

roughness, porous oxide grain boundaries, and/or poor carbon adhesion to oxides.



and environmental attack Studies have determined that the root cause of
the poor corrosion performance of granular magnetic recording media is
incomplete coverage of the surface ofthe magnetic recording layer by the
protective overcoat (typically carbon), due to high nano-scale roughness,
porous oxide grain boundaries, and/or poor carbon adhesion to oxides. 5
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entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference,
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edia comprising granular-type  magnetic recording layers, while :
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%go&%Aﬂother advanﬁ&fe;’ of ztﬁlr?e present disclosure is improved granular
Manys AR g]agﬂ(glcprgfzsr A amagnetic recording media with enhanced

corrosion and environmental resistance. [0019] Additional advantages

e f nt disclosure will be set forth in the
SU@%%.@%H@@QU@%@% part will become apparent to those having
[001@rdinary skl &nlvantage of the present disclosure is improved methods of manufacturing
granular longitudinal and perpendicular granular magnetic recording media with enhanced
corrosion and environmental resistance.
[0018] Another advantage of the present disclosure is improved granular longitudinal and
perpendicular magnetic recording media with enhanced corrosion and environmental resistance.
[0019] Additional advantages and other features of the present disclosure will be set forth
in the description which follows and in part will become apparent to those having ordinary skill in
the art upon examination of the following or may be learned from the practice of the present
invention. The advantages of the present invention may be realized and obtained as particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.



the art upon examination of the following or may be learned from the
practice of the present invention. The advantages of the present invention
may be realized and obtained as partﬁ:’:ularly pointed out in the appended
claims. 6 [0020] According to an aspect of the present invention, the
foregoing and other advantages are obtained in part by a method of

. | part by )
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forming a layer stack on the surface of the substrate, the layer stack
comprisingiReg SR ESPRAE: granular magnetic recording layer having an

exposed gajrfacep(e) A HNEbA- R A subaPafdaleliainevesurieexposed
surface of the granular magnetic recording layer, the cap layer having an

exposed Rirface IQHTBERiHRY B BRI ELIE TR PRSP dhe layer stack
remove at least grieidipg & thadmeknepantnerenigeadoRoRIiFgalg@dr having an

surface; and (e) forming a protective overcoat layer on the treated surface.
[0021] According®®P&iFhBtiiATENts of the present methodology, step (b)

compriseg)formingilyglagtachk Nslpdias @ ekierv esbaemeiptieuithe granular
magnetic recordin Ia@?r or an. outermost Ion%;itudinal_ magnetic recording
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A, from a material selected from the group consisting of, Cr-containing
alloys, Ta-contaifl %esém?ﬁ%tg%%ﬁfmﬁgtrﬁﬂ% §Pg?é:|5'(?5)a-|comprises
ion etching)the exposiag $protetwf dhecrpligreon trefestdvhtasputter

ching with ions of an inert gas (e.g., Ar ions) to leave ickness fram .
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Iayerngi tg r[iﬁcl:’kﬁégé’ f?olr%ya ro%{ ?? %%ngltSS%a&Opr}e%rgbﬁgi%k(gllgrsn%nd-like (DLC) protective
overcoat layer, by means of ion beam deposition (IBD), plasma-enhanced chemical vapor
deposition (PECVD), or filtered cathodic arc deposition (filtered CAD).

[0022] Preferred embodiments of the disclosure include those wherein step (c) comprises
forming a layer of an etch-resistant material on the exposed surface of the granular magnetic
recording layer and then forming the cap layer on the layer of etch-resistant material, and step (d)
comprises etching substantially the entire thickness of the cap layer. Preferably, step (c) comprises
forming a layer of a sputter etch-resistant material, e.g., a layer of amorphous carbon at a thickness
from about 5 A to about 25 A.

[0023] In accordance with embodiments of the present methodology, step (b) comprises
forming the layer stack as including a granular Co-based alloy magnetic recording layer
comprised of a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least one element or material selected from the group
consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, O, Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, SiO,,



from about 5 A to about 25 A. [0023] In accordance with embodiments of
the present methodology, step (b) comprises forming the layer stack as
including a granular Co-based alloy m7agnetic recording layer comprised
of a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least one element or material selected from
__the group consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf,
SIO.1540 AT ANPT I, 5162, 11081311310, ReSbaNianarSoRGaHbsrein Co-
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. .grains are segregated by grain boundaries comprising at least one of
”'tr'%iicf’ﬁg,c%m‘ij@%s, and carbides. [0024] Another aspect of the present
[0024]vention jgratAEutspeBRENBHC sREEME INDRRMAs MRNUIERCHUGSERY fB®rding media
above-recited process. [0025] Still another aspect of the present invention
mangdagtiped Py ARG ARG VRstRHELBIRRAS: medium, comprising: (a) a non-magnetic
[0025) bstrate SavingbthaUBkpee; 07) thd ayeseptaiplamishesdbsnits witadetidh@cording
layer stack including an outermost granular magnetic recording layer; (c)
mediyB,EOMPEFIRg: the granular magnetic recording layer, the cap layer having
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recording layer; the cap layer includes an amaorphous or crystalline .
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the cap layer further comprisesala)(er of a sputter etch-resistant m teriafl
intermediie the BRIV AT ALE0 PR E SR RATLIUSE S gFace o

metallic material,|gg:., a layer of amorphous carbon; the granular

o-based alloy magnetic recording layer comprises a CoPtX alloy, where
100251 oG SRR S5reBALRGn 1 GBI ERRGREG cording
layeroks &per@ndcite,nvaghiaicVibcaidiRe layeb oCallohgitdindl magRettsi rddording layer; the

i, Si02, SiO, Si3N4, A1203, AIN, TiO, Ti02, TiOx, TiN, TiC, Ta205, NiO,
cop B (S E AT OES OB ISt PR R b g Sl B slecte
fromgteigravpuoodsisies) conapeingishteaiiyeeacfonkithisy allsideandNg-cantidés) alloys;
the e R ey R AT ST B B e R e R 8 yranuter

magnetic recording layer and the layer of metallic material, e.g., a layer of amorphous carbon; the

the cap

granular Co-based alloy magnetic recording layer comprises a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least
one element or material selected from the group consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re,
Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, O, Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, SiO,, SiO, SizN4, Al,03, AIN, TiO, TiO,, TiOy, TiN,
TiC, Ta,0s, NiO, and CoO, and wherein Co-containing magnetic grains are segregated by grain
boundaries comprising at least one of oxides, nitrides, and carbides; the protective overcoat layer
comprises a carbon (C)-containing material.

[0027] Additional advantages and aspects of the disclosure will become readily apparent
to those skilled in the art from the following detailed description, wherein embodiments of the
present methodology are shown and described, simply by way of illustration of the best mode
contemplated for practicing the present invention. As will be described, the present disclosure is
capable of other and different embodiments, and its several details are susceptible of modification

in various obvious respects, all without departing from the spirit of the present invention.



[0027] Additional advantages and aspects of the disclosure will become

readily apparent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed

description, wherein embodiments of the present methodology are shown

and described, simply by way of illustration of the best mode

contemplated for practicing the present invention. As will be described, the
AcCortai s £r84(ingsiand ssfisBUON SHiseP AR degrrdpd e diBERIMFRL8akd fd not as
limitggVyeral details are susceptible of modification in various obvious

respects, all without departing from the spirit of the present invention. 8

Accordingly, the drawings and description are to be regarded as

BRIFp$HROERIPNAING RNHEODRSAWMNEye. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS [0028] The following detailed description of the embodiments

[0028F the pred AT AS1SH BESTIBHARRIASSEIAMBAFR 4 th present disclosure

can BestiuBGiiRiRribdtvehEnl patnth dddineorinvthiehethel lov@RgUEdRAIGESH which the
, layers) are not necessarily drawn to scale but rather are drawn as to

Va”q(ﬁeﬁgiéaﬁ%"s"‘tr@tg-tﬁ@’ﬁé}tﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁé‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁé@f'b(/lﬁ’éar\éfﬁw 1962%6) P ates AHe AR 1O best

illustittistratestitivsifeplified Wwressirsectional view, a portion of a conventional
thin film Ion%i/tudinal ma_gneti r cordirig medium: [0030] FIG. 2

[0028knemaricelf oRpmBRCaISiRISS ARk HR SRRl g Lpgtion of a

convartigneltiiremidongisleragmagneticaticersihgyaéarineomprised of a
rpendicular magnetic recording medium and a single pole transducer .
1003HE et fo0 Ao SeH e LUl e BT SR rblasoelion of
magivéeiw/reaceingStofagi AeRRSIBIRRE AT digpidsanct mpegemseailaf Mgnetic recording
disclo%ed_mgiéggfolo 'JOOE%QFIG. 4 is a graph for illustrating the
med%{rpig@ At %HE%/? B% of cells with granular magnetic films as a
[003fignction oF KapJayaetkitkaBslastchies fiorimplicicof etokivgrtigalnent, a series of
according to the instant disclosure; [0033] FIG. 5 i raph for illustrating
procER R EIOR e NS FLOR AR B GRS oranular
[003m)agnetic Al®sas adripbtion illlistepitaybe tridkiassfanaypetitqsropertesoff cells with
etching treatment according to the disclosure; and [0034] FIG. .
oren g T 5 A GO A s do AP 6. o teatmen
accopfingassheteptuaatistidingeio another embodiment of the disclosed
ethodology. PESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE [0035] The present
1003} ion Bt B453 AR S50 L U o USROSk of te
cellsasisiograhethrvithgtiat oblonscaradamnianof eaylsyanisiokakse sigt@ndernfance of etching
r%ranular . . ]
treatment according to the disclosure; and
[0034] FIG. 6 schematically illustrates, in simplified cross-sectional view, a series of
process steps according to another embodiment of the disclosed methodology.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0035] The present invention addresses and solves problems, disadvantages, and
drawbacks associated with the poor corrosion and environmental resistance of granular
longitudinal and perpendicular magnetic recording media fabricated according to prior
methodologies, and is based upon recent investigations by the present inventors which have
determined that the underlying cause of the poor corrosion performance of such media is
attributable, inter alia, to incomplete surface coverage of the protective overcoat layer (typically
of a DLC material) arising from increased nano-scale roughness of the granular magnetic

recording layer relative to that of several other types magnetic recording layers, the presence of



longitudinal and perpendicular magnetic recording media fabricated

according to prior methodologies, and is based upon recent investigations

by the present inventors which have determined that the underlying

cause of the poor corrosion performance of such media is attributable,

inter alia, to incomplete surface coverage of the protective overcoat layer )
Poroaﬁ/pﬂ@éﬂyb%”&%'ﬁéz AP ARG G e YRaRueseRdt lyGhiitelbs grain
bourfkffee granular magnetic recording layer relative to that of several other

types magnetic recording layers, the presence of 9 porous grain

[003Bbundarie5NRESBbINEMIL I e P unon BreRRMIaNR)eing pigeent inventors

that EH@igfoRgheIiRAES IRBRAIST B giisSest dseRNiiRN daViveHIRNRA SeSIERE of granular
recognition by the present inventors_that the aforementioned praoblems of

MagRRIG TEERFBIBARYRIE EHVRE AHHIRHET r dsAFNIESY SHAMORARY HFEREMINg a suitable

treathRGRIST g I)reIc GReTdIR pridioRLesHnins BREEYbEieipRieetiRYavertesmMiyer. More
a sujtable treatment of the surface thereof prior. to formation thereon of

specificallyofae deeBiocs (aNe 195 EFMIRE e & RONTRPIQREHaRER 2T (R media may be
signifietatyingrohal i ecepirpsiannesisiance aputyenedatiayudd and porous surface

significantly improved by forming a thin, protective "cap" layer over the
of e SR TRSRATIS CSPERLRD YRR SETEP ARG bt SRR, RgaPEpBihing the
surfaeeropleiornpfiigefornaitseaandithannaiohiog Bietheurrraced thereemaayrovide a
emove at least a portion of the thickness t ﬁ]?of and grovide a

to .
relatiygly,; S0Pl SBHNUBYRi SRS JOFIRRRH e b LN o YPSHYE PYRERGRI Javer thereon.
Preféruigaiad iaoiandheses . indokies shltetheciginhrons s anrvelvgss sngittar ions, for
tching with jons of an inert gas, e.g., Ar ions, for a sufficient interval to
a sulfien FaleruabiCo BNl LR Ao RRTIaR ¢ CAR YR 2 A gavantage
aﬁordﬁ@;]dswblmx/isr@vieiom@fhcﬂ@ mfp_r@t?orgmg?ltdiﬁbetdrﬁim??tanhbdology ;\/is-a-vis the
methodo vis-a-vis the preyiou isclosed methodology.is that the
prev Rl L R S TR (R IGPae AYRE R SR o iy ever are
effectii@rghidienciaiancageg, bigribedanadgenpaie ioe bbsbatticetapuneseniRsprocess,
nd disadvantageous alteration of the magnetic properties.a
erponof IS ST

d .
and envanlaRnls DAoL LR T PRI AR SHRREFEEH e rgposited
optirsizetfentyedsicctinurdibgdaybils) ivasfftatively tienineo weltllecotaingdiing the improved

CorGHUURHTER Qi R BOEACBA 8 OB TAR NERg e o ption o

the peotdetivénoesrtadtthgepresent invention, an additional layer, i.e., a thin
“etch-stop’ layey. comprised of a material which is more resjstant to
003 it AR AU S S P L ool layer,
i.e., ettharésichesdpt digeiakosmiseddefdabeiteiah vihielass depesitsdtgnatu khe particular
magnetic recording layer.and the cap layer jn order to minimize the .
o RGeS OV tbet DRGAT o A AU D HEVEIE o ppddeetveen

the adisiapstethgranuklly magnetic recording layer and the cap layer in order to minimize the

likelihood of complete removal of the cap layer during the etching process disadvantageously
resulting in etching of the magnetic layer and alteration of the magnetic properties and
characteristics thereof.

[0038] Referring now to FIG. 3, a series of process steps embodying the principles of the
disclosure will now be described in detail by reference to the following illustrative, but not
limitative, example of the instantly disclosed methodology. According to an initial step of the
methodology, a magnetic recording medium with a layer stack similar to that shown in FIG. 1 and
described supra is provided, and typically includes a disk-shaped non-magnetic substrate

comprised of a non-magnetic material selected from the group consisting of: Al, NiP-plated Al,



resulting in etching of the magnetic layer and alteration of the magnetic
properties and characteristics thereof, [0038] Referring now to FIG. 3, a
series of process steps embodying tl‘ﬂé)principles of the disclosure will
now be described in detail by reference to the following illustrative, but not
limitative, example of the instantly disclosed methodology. According to an

g
Al-MaialPKeepHis EDFRARI BT o) RIkGRERIFDBIRIM G IHREBRITGARS U RIS, glass,
cerarigs KiIpHhRrsOgias-ediaiedn dntSednipasitaieandibe dantipaRdsdr eida@rantshtioned

typically includes a disk-shaped non-magnetic substrate comprised of a

matefigls-ARd ghiaver iTiatkdaimeddBezerRyrichdnghedns apruistmgsharaular longitudinal or
perp&tifichlatenadhef® resbiMm@ fmys oP1BR ATakedradansstesies N oty Nitigatively)

metals, other non-magnetic alloys, glass, ceramics, polymers

compjised ol SARKX ally. hHLSi e StlRrRNG AlRmaa-os A el Retsdispdhe group

consiaigidalCanth a8 aves, stask feunead taereoTwhigh HICMAeS@NspUIEIAStNI, SiO,,
sio %‘anular longitudinal or P_erpendicular magnetic recording film or layer.

NarfelefiitdNaiNery [ A8Printillivdty) TesaNERaBR edptdaggrein Co-
contyifigsEmégnaid gashone slgrapmdbynpiaiipbeeiacte ddnarising Arres one of oxides,

. .consisting of. Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, 0O, Si,
”'t”dcﬁf,’ RNGCaRpIdes dormeg s ik A8 SRULRHRE: Tio, Tio2, TgioX, TiN, TiC,
[003§p205, Ni%liillD areebﬁﬁ_ag;toang;menﬁeh@ fext _@@pt@d?drr@nm@m%tmsgamogg@ a thin cap

segregat rain boundaries compyising, at least Qne of oxides, .
layer erTAEE AL 436 SHROTER AR TGSt BTk Bk D BRUIah 1ot eaarcing layer by
any tefe@mightenid &irs, deptioexécsisiguaceeydipatterithe Meibiaiioleghaditosure, the

ca§ I%%er @é}‘ormed over the expqsed UF%P%rmqst §urfac of 'ghe ranHlar i
cap layst Resier 3Bl rRgRaSed Bl2 UnVaHERHt HinfiA"S ighctystalline metalfic
IayertGC?ﬁwgfess_Efrgm apo_mteg iﬁlg];o mrﬁ?oﬁt@ﬁb@dﬁﬁéﬁﬁl '_ Hredibia ﬁiﬁ@lé&u@&il element or

referably is compri a metallic material,.i.e., an amorphous or .

a m e, ARl SlespaR S R ARSI f87A%H e AL AT sharing to
the disglohgcfanaledt ahassingetotefedralamenboy comistinglefmartaihmining alloys, Ta-

Suitab‘gqeleman 8_' and _alﬁ)ﬁlggéaterials for use as the cap layer according

|

ContaBIRgR Y88 e ¥elected from the group consisting of:
[004Qr-containintheheysstdmacsodiigitotied dissiosne, Nihusintdiimirre @JI1Bythe cap layer is

ol A S R A A s T R e s
etchipgmhmﬂu@refﬂnicknmﬂiewepfoﬁui_(balalelesitehitlﬂcterebmbfua_s tap Iay_er include ion
e A R R R o K 5 5 o o
methadcloirgpartioe ofrtetthidkiegy obtipoctip tagdrtmayt hevhaie sétafitnestthindpyrethe entire

T R T
range from about 0 to about 50 A.

[0041] With continued reference to FIG. 3, in the next step according to the disclosure, a
protective overcoat layer, typically a carbon (C)-containing protective overcoat layer, is formed on
the exposed surface of the remaining cap layer or on the exposed surface of the granular magnetic
recording layer, as by any suitable technique. Preferably, the protective overcoat layer comprises
an about 15 to about 50 A thick layer of diamond-like carbon (DLC) formed by means of ion
beam deposition (IBD), plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition (PECVD), or filtered
cathodic arc deposition (filtered CAD).

[0042] The utility of the above-described methodology will now be described with

reference to the following illustrative, but not limitative, example.



range from about O to about 50 A. [0041] With continued reference to FIG.

3, in the next step according to the disclosure, a protective overcoat layer,

typically a carbon (C)-containing prot&:tive overcoat layer, is formed on

the exposed surface of the remaining cap layer or on the exposed surface

of the granular magnetic recording layer, as by any suitable technique.

Preferably, the protective overcoa%.é%@ﬂ'éomprises an about 15 to about
[0045P A thickdayerebelinmenshikeciaieen Wath G yfarnachiyesanfPiiann overlying

beam deposition (IBD), plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition
CrNprsar-¥xss, wirsitebEER e Tbere-HaoaelifoSistAlsitdiduttiapss oh e i cap layer
was Vb Ffdfeoaiose AlesatbRdrivethade idysvite shb e AR SkEkResiNibied to sputter

reference tq the following illustrative, but not limitative, example. 11

etchipg foh Gisefolka] NigFotaien Wik AhgpelonefisA0-cA A0S Y4ligg 90 V. and 120V

substRaopiaticFiimo\aing sueaestying, Ga\kieaRdayesanaraitabrimRAemA, or 45 A thick
non-magnetic substrates. The thickness of the CrNb cap layer was varied

I1BD Bk 0 BECK I Gn A6TROR IR MUZHY skl itenEeldns GRatg el ggs. For
comBEisEaTBIRIIOCKNIS SvRR6ui RpaRdN 6idh SaitessinktbrAaeS Tigar alef® HBasPrepared. A
anode voltage 90 V, and 120 V substrate bias. Fo_IIowjn%asgutter etching,

descUQALERRETETdBREESAA LPFE AT BITROTS SUMHNAIERd 1B HARIE Eopldtective

overcoat layer utilizing acetylene (Q2blg)l coating material gas. For

llswithout sputteretch-processing-of the cap
Iayﬁuﬂ‘é also prepggﬂb,&h'ﬁ'é@%??p?on of e5HHNOf tHe celtSERM HugkRRsHA

dhereof is summafrized in Taple | below. [TableraLell No. CrNb thyckness, A
Etch Carbon thickness A Cl0 Yes 25 B5 45 C2 10lYes 25 35 45 C3
C20 Yes 25, 35, 45 C4 30 Y&k 25, 35, 45 CSYEontral Cell) 0 N2, 45,
45 C6 10 No 25,[35, 45 G20 No 25, 35, 45044 Referring® 5G4,
shown therein is a graph illustrating the yariation of magnetic properties
Céf the above cells (as meadQred by RDNI) withe§ranular magnetic 3nid as
3 %p@g")cap fayer initigl thickness and wiygther the cefis WBles5 45
subjected to etching treatment according to

C6 10 No 25, 35, 45
C7 20 No 25, 35, 45
[0044] Referring to FIG. 4, shown therein is a graph illustrating the variation of magnetic

properties of the above cells (as measured by RDM) with granular magnetic films as a function of
cap layer initial thickness and whether the cells were subjected to etching treatment according to
the disclosed methodology. As is evident from FIG. 4, when the CrNb cap layer initial thickness is
less than 20 A, Mrt and H,, are lower than in the case of control cell C5, indicating that the 6 sec.
Ar ion sputter etch removed the entire thickness of the CrNb cap layer as well as some amount of
the underlying granular magnetic recording layer. By contrast, when the CrNb cap layer initial
thickness is 20 A or greater, some amount of the CrNb cap layer remained after the 6 sec. Ar ion
etch. As a consequence, the underlying granular magnetic layer was unaffected by the ion etch,
and the post-etch Mrt and H, values are close to those of the control cell C5.

[0045] Adverting to FIG. 5, shown therein is a graph illustrating the dependence of the
corrosion resistance of the above cells Cl — C7 as a function of cap layer initial thickness and
whether an etching treatment according to the disclosure was performed. Corrosion resistance was

determined by maintaining the cells in an environmental chamber at 80 °C/80 % RH for 4 days



the disclosed methodology. As is evident from FIG. 4, when the CrNb cap
layer initial thickness is less than 20 A, Mrt and H. are lower than in the
case of control cell C5, indicating thatlﬁwe 6 sec. Arion sputter etch
removed the entire thickness of the CrNb cap layer as well as some
amount of the underlying 3ranular magnetic recording layer. By contrast,

and {r&howih GfntoLasdereed iiont thackAoYsPERd GagianmRoRsHce eordigt laver)

there@h e G MoHeaiRNaHELREO B ES CRENYE &/RRAL ADAPRIGIGNCAR Which received the
consequence, the underlying granular mag\qetlc Iaéer was unaffected by

AT igR SNYEFRELH pé?t&%t%@ﬁé@t RO dRWEE Cosh&s B @H%@’WFMQ@%@?@'VQ the
Ar iG9RHAtF R Drie4hl \drariing:e Tk OreeBiowNtHREIITLIP P@i@Déch processing,

|Ilustrat|§g the dependence of the. corrosion resistance of the above cells

thosgyviter 70 of"DIOCEEP Y8 A THEKRARSES QPR MHERIMAN IRy rowth

aﬁeru@éﬁw@hﬁ@ﬁmcgmggrﬂﬁe disclosure was performed. Corrosion
resistance was determined by maintaining the cells in an environmental

[0046]amber d'8® EYSPIHWING e @Ry/avEs IHHA ARCIERR NG CEBBrqerssba instant
metHéaoloHYe &ﬁ@b&é@m@ﬁ\ﬁ@&tﬂéaﬁﬂ|§fa?ﬂﬂﬂ”ﬂi§@ﬁ@@@fﬁbmdﬁtgeﬁteﬂi§fﬂm céuyuﬂcantly

to corrosion measured [{%ESCA As is evident from FIG. 5, cells whi

D AR R AL e B oI e P AR et

of ththaaghells rdvetingithyat receive the Arion sputter etch processing. Of the
lIs which re eived the Ar ion sputter etch ssr ., those with 20A
[004Zi %1

d 30 A ALY FRDAYRTALN 'é%'ééé the Rihehg process to
as thirfewHossifilerither dn iy esuneticd me&@@ﬂﬁﬂmmemmwgnm and the
p Jayer initial.thickness and etch process, the instant. methodojo .
surtegR b FEERCERE S VR MBI COUPLEDREL RS PR it (et pos-etching
thicl@i@@@‘smntdﬁsaimmﬁwgedsmr@wmmrmw@ammtm granrEngagnetic recording
radatlon ro ertle haract str S he magnetic recor
oyei) 0005 RASATR e LA ) 8 AR o B BB A ARy ignal-to-
medidacisehatig (SO0 to as thin as possible in order to reduce the spacmg
dlwrlte tr nsducer head and t surface of th

10048 ey ISR A AL SRR Pl BB e W Ceiepe Shown in

simdﬁi@ﬁn@@m%m@%u&mt&g&ﬂ@% raakdtyrtrdmnaggeotbfathebstadaalmch resistant
recor ue.to ion ardment

nular ma nd etchi
et ol RO G BB B Ll B R L e A o 1 as an
“etcr(SMmFlb)ydﬂmbfﬂn&Jecﬁmreembodndm ctﬁtbmptb&nmpdotm tinegdvizmesuich etch-stop
I methodolo show | 7o |ed St hematic cros -se tion@FlG..G 3 Ari
Vel TR o1 BBl i APt AR THAEhsgugo By Ar fons
commedetertrthmmtamulaammgaemammrdmgdaepecranmlI;hethmmimriﬂl asraoval rate of
ch-sto According to an embod|menH) the present dlst%losure

amorH %LIIVIF] r g@cﬁﬁ%{e et %a Spatter e &in processing utilizing Ar 10nS is on the order of about
0.05 nm/sec., which rate is substantially less than the Ar sputter etch rates of metallic layers under
substantially similar conditions, i.e., ~ 0.3 — ~ 0.5 nm/sec. Thus, placement of a thin layer of
amorphous carbon (e.g., from about 5 A to about 25 A thick) intermediate the granular
perpendicular magnetic recording layer(s) and the cap layer facilitates maximum removal thereof
for minimizing transducer head-magnetic layer spacing while preventing damage and etching of
the magnetic layer during etching.

[0049] It should be noted that the above-described embodiments of the instantly
disclosed methodology are merely illustrative, and not limitative, of the advantageous results
afforded by the invention. Specifically, the methodology is not limited to use with the illustrated

CoPtX magnetic alloys, but rather is useful in providing enhanced corrosion and environmental



layer, use is made of the relative resistance of amorphous carbon to
sputter etching by Ar ions compared to the metallic cap layer material.
More specifically, the material removaFrate of amorphous carbon under
typical sputter etch processing utilizing Ar ions is on the order of about
0.05 nm/sec., which rate is substantially less than the Ar sputter etch rates

resis@pﬁ%%ﬁﬁg%@l@% ORR CRnRs kAl aRRRaCE Kk dongitudigak or peependicular
magRutS@corliiHSaptReRAIRIN D AR IBY RirRf seROBUAHS SRRy, SiffMarly, the

. about 5 A to about 25 A thick) intermediate the granular perpendicular
ion SChlKEHEIEEH A N s oS H RO L NS forAisRitAHER thadIhstrated Ar ions, and

satisf@iloRy rneERRG fAsHeiseoRadianRE iERIdReRLHadRetiGdAXpEGRAGHUdIng, for
while preventing damage and etching of the magnetic layer during

examilen gy, 60461 0L NSIR B At R atRPRAMNSHS DeE NI IR TRTETRY the fon
etchigfythe veatmythetelispheaadrsihrdolaaicaes smplchidivstralvaisabstd@iethodology,

limitative, of the advanta((ﬁeous results afforded by the invention.

inclugiga SHIESHiOnN 1 iR dIoR A PRt A 885 FRSUAYARS MBI ARkt tehing interval,

ion dr@rgyXantpacistig e rorehrashResirdbtefahdasPyipinete plagneRaes, ion energies,
corrosion and environmental 13 resistance (g(recording media comprisin

and elfrRG RIS B JrandY 1o GRAGM AT QoL SRR esREgvel: tasliycipgyprotective

overtRYEg/bald MGtSuTRaE®H WBD N0 Beaigiaughiasserod potegile Gisrdtet ynaterials
atment of the disclosure is not limited to use with the

(ﬁgg ion etchjn trﬁ

and SRR TR B S € SERRERIAEH etching may be performed with

[0050pMerous pthepingouindespiptias. inekidingpbelfiedariileretde. fiith Xackaagispecific
Ne ions. In addition, specific process conditigns for performing the io

et T P hehoninel R I i G BB ¢l e presen

investidploBRAvevethawolegsantniolusiigh sele choprat ticedr sttt ovsatithe inehe details

as, substrate bias valtage, ion efching interval,. ion energy, and etchin

spec a6 LG S Ot e DD B A A LR drE e hve ot

beenefrecdies, ireduthi iehingeirate soalimnbcessAWo OO e esundifvinttih A/sec.,
respectively. Lastl e protective overcoat layer is not limited to 1B

10055 bt s AT S BRI LR Bt T S B GraPles

of itswetbmilisythrr efiovenraay desovibikzeid theQivéken divelpserdossde seriptilerstood that the
ntﬁmer?ﬁs specific %letai%ts are.set forth, such as sé)eclfic materials, di

preself} JRHEHRON P CBRAZE & Sn"S IYE iBTa &L BERHP T A SRAVRRG Bts and IS

suscéptibiy esie chamyssnticdioH oweifieatidre préhenttinyewdpen afathdanuatiieedoncept as
withput resorting to the details specifically set forth. In other instances,

expr%%qgomgq% processing materials and techniques have not been

described in detail in order not to unnecessarily obscure the present

invention. [0051] Only the preferred embodiments of the present invention

and but a few examples of its versatility are shown and described in the
present disclosure. It is to be understood that the



present invention is capable of use in various other combinations and

environments and is susceptible of changes and/or modifications within

the scope of the inventive concept aslAéxpressed herein. 14 What is

Claimed Is: 1. A method of manufacturing granular magnetic recording

media, comprising sequential steps of: (a) providing a non-magnetic
Whaé!?&l"f‘ﬁf@qr{ﬂuding a surface; (b) forming a layer stack on said surface of

said substrate, said layer stack including an outermost granular magnetic

recording layer having an exposed surface; (c) forming a layer of a cap .

material ofleMEIA% QP IBBRUEHAIY J¥raaiieg raRANSHCHTSERTENY ravsligingpmPrising
sequERYRl s&pibeap layer having an exposed surface; (d) etching said exposed

surface of said cap layer to remove at least a i;ﬁﬁrtion of the thickness

ther@df anBRYIAINY BBREHANFICR PSS LIIUAAMY SE Fittective overcoat
laygbpn saitingiethysiriaer. oR sdideunaibof Arraupinetdosalainyds stack including

wherein: step (b) comprises forming a layer stack including an outermast

longitudindAUIBERIEh HRHAT FAKDRIE EErREIRdiRaLlRANG apsERoREEhRface:

accggping foreliainallapdresein cape maer e i sesifexpise e s Bsaidgranular
about 100 A amarphous, or crystalline metallic cap layer comprising
material saTEBREFEFATHIRERYET MR P TR EARITS SR Ta-

contajningetdiang saidckRPosea iRt H BN Sad 1adee thethodeatdeidinagdaion of the
claim 1, wherein: step (d) comprises ion etching said exposed surface of

said cap I%@ﬁ”@?ﬁ%e%f@m?&%&g%ﬁgﬁ A% wherein: step (d)
conpyisesfspHitgragiciuoteaideRxporger snrfaicareitsaidigage layer with

inert gas ions. 6. The method according to claim 5, wherein: step (d)

comprises etching said cap layer to leave a thickness thereof from about O
to about BeAméthod addordmgtbethiaccovdiagite claim 1, wherein:

step (b) comprises forming a layer stack including an outermost longitudinal or

perpendicular magnetic recording layer.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein:
step () comprises forming an about 5 A to about 100 A amorphous or crystalline metallic
cap layer comprising material selected from the group consisting of: Cr-containing alloys, Ta-

containing alloys, and Nb-containing alloys.

4, The method according to claim 1, wherein:

step (d) comprises ion etching said exposed surface of said cap layer.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein:
step (d) comprises sputter etching said exposed surface of said cap layer with inert gas

ions.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein:
step (d) comprises etching said cap layer to leave a thickness thereof from about O to
about 50 A.



step (e) comprises forming a carbon (C)-containing protective overcoat
layer. 8. The method according to claim 1, wherein: step (c) comprises
forming a layer of an etch-resistant mikerial on said exposed surface of
said granular magnetic recording layer and then forming said cap layer on
said layer of etch- resistant material. 9. The method according to claim 8,

whérein: stBp T§INOSAREHBLR Al dubdelatihlly the entire thickness of
saistépAe) aypbriddd fdmarp e tesbAgcycingitmg! piotediivinsie idasigri(C)

comprises forming a layer of a sputter etch-resistant material. 11. The
method according to claim 10, wherein: step (c) comprises forming a layer

of @norphpiésnsaneaacRerarg BRIKIST BiRhefepistant material. 12. The
method according to claim 1, wherein: step (b) comprises forming said

|lay SPRISEROTYIER FHGI0 G S ET A e SRt taI ity MAIh a0 SLLBRARRY! surface of
said lgidRuRe MBGSRR ot aRg Kyl andvtheTofmirRf taRStANRRIeBIesaia ayer of etch-

. material selected from the group consisting of. Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W,
resisEAt MR cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, 0, Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, Si02, SiO, Si3N4, A1203,
A1N, TiO, Ti02, TiOx, TiN, TiC, Ta205, NiO, and COO, and wherein

Co-containjng magnetic grains are segregated by grain boundaries

cor?rprisiny}%n]%@gfjéﬁ@ RIS NE SR carbides. 13. A granular
mageetielyeconiingesmneining Mmapstatalgdiiy Etiproetseascordiggitocap layer.
claim 1. 14. A granular magnetic recording medium, comprising: (a) a
non-magnetic substrate having a surface; (b) a layer stack on said

suligtrate shefmeehosiicttayristesikimsludiageian outermost granular

magnetic recording_layer; 16 (c) a cap layer on said granular magnetic
o SR AR CARA Y AL U SIS SRAR B ountace: anc

(d) a protective overcoat layer on said sputter-etched outer surface of said

cap Jayer.._15. The medium as in claim 14, wherein: said granular

magnetic -tr S&SIH%AEW@‘Q pegﬂgﬂgé:m’g?@mongitudinal magnetic

recsdirie) leyr@prises forming a layer of amorphous carbon as said sputter etch-resistant

material.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein:

step (b) comprises forming said layer stack as including a granular Co-based alloy
magnetic recording layer comprised of a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least one element or material
selected from the group consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, O,
Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, SiO, SIO, SisNg4, Al,O3, ALN, TiO, TiO,, TiOy, TiN, TiC, Ta,0s, NiO, and CoO,
and wherein Co-containing magnetic grains are segregated by grain boundaries comprising at

least one of oxides, nitrides, and carbides.

13. A granular magnetic recording medium manufactured by the process according to

claim 1.

14. A granular magnetic recording medium, comprising:
@) a non-magnetic substrate having a surface;
(b) a layer stack on said substrate surface, said layer stack including an outermost

granular magnetic recording layer;



16. The medium as in claim 14, wherein: said cap layer includes an
amorphous or crystalline metallic layer comprised of a material selected
from the group consisting of. Cr-cont&%ing alloys, Ta-containing alloys,
and Nb- containing alloys. 17. The medium as in claim 14, wherein: said
cap layer further comprises a layer of a sputter etch-resistant material

intdFinedi&tEaR ARG ra SPAY STAGHBIEASBEHGIFRF 58P dRe's RId ey lgyer having a

sputtBrei@Rie HaseEaiads - ahhe medium as in claim 17, wherein: said layer of
sputter etch-resistant material comprises amorphous carbon. 19. The

mel@Lim o RFPIRSHYE DYeTHRRL YT SR Ga SAUNSF-EtENBR QUIPAHS (AR R rsalscap layer.

recording layer comprises a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least one element
or material selected from the group consisting of. Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W,

zr, Re, R, MEAYMAS H} I 1&;WRERINP Ni, Sio2, SiO, Si3N4, A1203,
ALBid Qa2 nfd§hetid iNcdrding aRRP, NIQ rrAskreR M WHRARIBINal magnetic
Co-containing magnetic grains are segregated by grain boundaries
recOipEiMEhg at least one of oxides, nitrides, and carbides. 20. The medium
as in claim 14, wherein: said protective overcoat layer comprises a carbon
(C)-containing material.. ) .
16. The'medium as in claim 14, wherein:
said cap layer includes an amorphous or crystalline metallic layer comprised of a material
selected from the group consisting of: Cr-containing alloys, Ta-containing alloys, and Nb-

containing alloys.

17. The medium as in claim 14, wherein:
said cap layer further comprises a layer of a sputter etch-resistant material intermediate

said granular magnetic recording layer and said layer of metallic material.

18. The medium as in claim 17, wherein:
said layer of sputter etch-resistant material comprises amorphous carbon.

19. The medium as in claim 14, wherein:

said granular Co-based alloy magnetic recording layer comprises a CoPtX alloy, where X =
at least one element or material selected from the group consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W,
Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, O, Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, SiO,, SiO, Si3Ny4, Al,03, AIN, TiO, TiO,, TiO,
TiN, TiC, Ta;0s, NiO, and CoO, and wherein Co-containing magnetic grains are segregated by

grain boundaries comprising at least one of oxides, nitrides, and carbides.

20. The medium as in claim 14, wherein:

said protective overcoat layer comprises a carbon (C)-containing material.
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GRANULAR MAGNETIC RECORDING MEDIA WITH IMPROVED CORROSION RESISTANCE BY CAP LAYER AND PRE-OVERCOAT ETCHING


FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE


[0001]

The present disclosure relates to methods for improving the corrosion resistance of thin film magnetic recording media and to magnetic recording media obtained thereby. The disclosure has particular utility in the manufacture of high areal recording density media, e.g., hard disks, utilizing granular-type magnetic recording layers.



BACKGROUND DISCUSSION


[00021 
Magnetic media are widely used in various applications, particularly in the computer industry for data/information storage and retrieval applications, typically in disk form, and efforts are continually made with the aim of increasing the areal recording density, i.e., bit density of the magnetic media. Conventional thin film thin-film type magnetic media, wherein a fine-grained polycrystalline magnetic alloy layer serves as the active recording layer, are generally classified as “longitudinal” or “perpendicular”, depending upon the orientation of the magnetic domains of the grains of magnetic material.


[0003] 

A portion of a conventional longitudinal recording, thin-film, hard disk-type magnetic recording medium 1 commonly employed in computer-related applications is schematically illustrated in FIG. 1 in simplified cross-sectional view, and comprises a substantially rigid, non-magnetic metal substrate 10, typically of aluminum (Al) or an aluminum-based alloy, such as an aluminum-magnesium (Al-Mg) alloy, having sequentially deposited or otherwise formed on a surface 10A thereof a plating layer 11, such as of amorphous nickel-phosphorus (Ni-P); a seed layer 12A of an amorphous or fine-grained material, e.g., a nickel-aluminum (Ni-Al) or chromium-titanium (Cr-Ti) alloy; a polycrystalline underlayer 12B, typically of Cr or a Cr-based alloy; a magnetic recording layer 13, e.g., of a cobalt (Co)-based alloy with one or more of platinum (Pt), Cr, boron (B), etc.; a protective overcoat layer 14, typically containing carbon (C), e.g., diamond-like carbon (“DLC”); and a lubricant topcoat layer 15, e.g., of a perfluoropolyether. Each of layers 11 - 14 may be deposited by suitable physical vapor deposition (“PVD”) techniques, such as sputtering, and layer 15 is typically deposited by dipping or spraying. 


[0004]

In operation of medium 1, the magnetic layer 13 is locally magnetized by a write transducer, or write “head”, to record and thereby store data/information therein. The write transducer or head creates a highly concentrated magnetic field which alternates direction based on the bits of information to be stored. When the local magnetic field produced by the write transducer is greater than the coercivity of the material of the recording medium layer 13, the grains of the polycrystalline material at that location are magnetized. The grains retain their magnetization after the magnetic field applied thereto by the write transducer is removed. The direction of the magnetization matches the direction of the applied magnetic field. The magnetization of the recording medium layer 13 can subsequently produce an electrical response in a read transducer, or read “head”, allowing the stored information to be read.


[0005] 

So-called “perpendicular” recording media have been found to be superior to the more conventional “longitudinal” media in achieving very high bit densities. In perpendicular magnetic recording media, residual magnetization is formed in a direction perpendicular to the surface of the magnetic medium, typically a layer of a magnetic material on a suitable substrate. Very high linear recording densities are obtainable by utilizing a “single-pole” magnetic transducer or “head” with such perpendicular magnetic media. 


[0006] 

Efficient, high bit density recording utilizing a perpendicular magnetic medium requires interposition of a relatively thick (as compared with the magnetic recording layer), magnetically “soft” underlayer (“SUL”) layer, i.e., a magnetic layer having a relatively low coercivity below about 1 kOe, such as of a NiFe alloy (Permalloy), between the non-magnetic substrate, e.g., of glass, aluminum (Al) or an Al-based alloy, and the magnetically “hard” recording layer having relatively high coercivity, typically about 3 - 8 kOe, e.g., of a cobalt-based alloy (e.g., a Co-Cr alloy such as CoCrPtB) having perpendicular anisotropy. The magnetically soft underlayer serves to guide magnetic flux emanating from the head through the hard, perpendicular magnetic recording layer. 


[0007] 
          A typical conventional perpendicular recording system 20 utilizing a vertically oriented magnetic medium 21 with a relatively thick soft magnetic underlayer, a relatively thin hard magnetic recording layer, and a single-pole head, is illustrated in FIG. 2, wherein reference numerals 10, 11, 4, 5, and 6, respectively, indicate a non-magnetic substrate, an adhesion layer (optional), a soft magnetic underlayer, at least one non-magnetic interlayer, and at least one perpendicular hard magnetic recording layer. Reference numerals 7 and 8, respectively, indicate the single and auxiliary poles of a single-pole magnetic transducer head 6. The relatively thin interlayer 5 (also referred to as an “intermediate” layer), comprised of one or more layers of non-magnetic materials, serves to (1) prevent magnetic interaction between the soft underlayer 4 and the at least one hard recording layer 6 and (2) promote desired microstructural and magnetic properties of the at least one hard recording layer. 


[0008]

As shown by the arrows in the figure indicating the path of the magnetic flux (, flux ( is seen as emanating from single pole 7 of single-pole magnetic transducer head 6, entering and passing through the at least one vertically oriented, hard magnetic recording layer 5 in the region below single pole 7, entering and traveling within soft magnetic underlayer 3 for a distance, and then exiting therefrom and passing through the at least one perpendicular hard magnetic recording layer 6 in the region below auxiliary pole 8 of single-pole magnetic transducer head 6. The direction of movement of perpendicular magnetic medium 21 past transducer head 6 is indicated in the figure by the arrow above medium 21. 


[0009] 

With continued reference to FIG. 2, vertical lines 9 indicate grain boundaries of polycrystalline layers 5 and 6 of the layer stack constituting medium 21. Magnetically hard main recording layer 6 is formed on interlayer 5, and while the grains of each polycrystalline layer may be of differing widths (as measured in a horizontal direction) represented by a grain size distribution, they are generally in vertical registry (i.e., vertically “correlated” or aligned). 


[0010] 

Completing the layer stack is a protective overcoat layer 14, such as of a diamond-like carbon (DLC), formed over hard magnetic layer 6, and a lubricant topcoat layer 15, such as of a perfluoropolyethylene material, formed over the protective overcoat layer.


[0011] 

Substrate 10 is typically disk-shaped and comprised of a non-magnetic metal or alloy, e.g., Al or an Al-based alloy, such as Al-Mg having an Ni-P plating layer on the deposition surface thereof or substrate 10 is comprised of a suitable glass, ceramic, glass- ceramic, polymeric material, or a composite or laminate of these materials. Optional adhesion layer 11, if present, may comprise an up to about 30 Å thick layer of a material such as Ti or a Ti alloy. Soft magnetic underlayer 4 is typically comprised of an about 500 to about 4,000 Å thick layer of a soft magnetic material selected from the group consisting of Ni, NiFe (Permalloy), Co, CoZr, CoZrCr, CoZrNb, CoFeZrNb, CoFe, Fe, FeN, FeSiAl, FeSiA1N, FeCoB, FeCoC, etc. Interlayer 5 typically comprises an up to about 300 Å thick layer or layers of non-magnetic material(s), such as Ru, TiCr, Ru/CoCr37Pt6, RuCr/CoCrPt, etc.; and the at least one hard magnetic layer 6 is typically comprised of an about 100 to about 250 Å thick layer(s) of Co-based alloy(s) including one or more elements selected from the group consisting of Cr, Fe, Ta, Ni, Mo, Pt, V, Nb, Ge, B, and Pd, iron nitrides or oxides, or a (CoX/Pd or Pt)n multilayer magnetic superlattice structure, where n is an integer from about 10 to about 25. Each of the alternating, thin layers of Co-based magnetic alloy of the superlattice is from about 2 to about 3.5 Å thick, X is an element selected from the group consisting of Cr, Ta, B, Mo, Pt, W, and Fe, and each of the alternating thin, non-magnetic layers of Pd or Pt is up to about 10 Å thick. Each type of hard magnetic recording layer material has perpendicular anisotropy arising from magneto-crystalline anisotropy (1st type) and/or interfacial anisotropy (2nd type).


[0012] 

A currently employed way of classifying magnetic recording media is on the basis by which the magnetic grains of the recording layer are mutually separated, i.e., segregated, in order to physically and magnetically de-couple the grains and provide improved media performance characteristics. According to this classification scheme, magnetic media with Co-based alloy magnetic recording layers (e.g., CoCr alloys) are classified into two distinct types: (1) a first type, wherein segregation of the grains occurs by diffusion of Cr atoms of the magnetic layer to the grain boundaries of the layer to form Cr-rich grain boundaries, which diffusion process requires heating of the media substrate during formation (deposition) of the magnetic layer; and (2) a second type, wherein segregation of the grains occurs by formation of oxides, nitrides, and/or carbides at the boundaries between adjacent magnetic grains to form so-called “granular” media, which oxides, nitrides, and/or carbides may be formed by introducing a minor amount of at least one reactive gas containing oxygen, nitrogen, and/or carbon atoms (e.g. O2, N2, CO2, etc.) to the inert gas (e.g., Ar) atmosphere during sputter deposition of the Co alloy-based magnetic layer.


[0013] 

Magnetic recording media with granular magnetic recording layers possess great potential for achieving ultra-high areal recording densities. As indicated above, current methodology for manufacturing granular-type magnetic recording media involves reactive sputtering of the magnetic recording layer in a reactive gas-containing atmosphere, e.g., an O2 and/or N2 atmosphere, in order to incorporate oxides and/or nitrides therein and achieve smaller and more isolated magnetic grains. However, magnetic films formed according to such methodology typically are very porous and rough-surfaced compared to media formed utilizing conventional techniques. Corrosion and environmental testing of granular recording media indicate very poor resistance to corrosion and environmental influences and even relatively thick carbon-based protective overcoats, e.g., ~ 40 Å thick, provide inadequate resistance to corrosion and environmental attack. Studies have determined that the root cause of the poor corrosion performance of granular magnetic recording media is incomplete coverage of the surface of the magnetic recording layer by the protective overcoat (typically carbon), due to high nano-scale roughness, porous oxide grain boundaries, and/or poor carbon adhesion to oxides.


[0014] 

Previous studies which are disclosed in commonly assigned, co-pending application Serial No. 10/776,223, filed Feb. 12, 2004, the entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference, demonstrated that corrosion performance of granular magnetic recording media may be improved by ion etching (e.g., sputter etching) the surface of the granular magnetic recording layer(s) prior to deposition thereon of the carbon protective overcoat layer. However, a disadvantage associated with such methodology is that since the magnetic recording layer(s) is (are) subject to direct ion etching, magnetic material is removed, and as a result, the magnetic properties are altered.


[0015]
 
In view of the foregoing, there exists a clear need for methodology for manufacturing high areal recording density, high performance granular-type longitudinal and perpendicular magnetic recording media with improved corrosion resistance and optimal magnetic properties, which methodology is fully compatible with the requirements of high product throughput, cost-effective, automated manufacture of such high performance magnetic recording media.


[0016] 

The present invention, therefore, addresses and solves the above-described problems, drawbacks, and disadvantages associated with the above-described methodology for the manufacture of high performance magnetic recording media comprising granular-type magnetic recording layers, while maintaining full compatibility with all aspects of automated manufacture of magnetic recording media.



SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE


[0017]

An advantage of the present disclosure is improved methods of manufacturing granular longitudinal and perpendicular granular magnetic recording media with enhanced corrosion and environmental resistance.


[0018] 

Another advantage of the present disclosure is improved granular longitudinal and perpendicular magnetic recording media with enhanced corrosion and environmental resistance.


[0019] 

Additional advantages and other features of the present disclosure will be set forth in the description which follows and in part will become apparent to those having ordinary skill in the art upon examination of the following or may be learned from the practice of the present invention. The advantages of the present invention may be realized and obtained as particularly pointed out in the appended claims.


[0020] 

According to an aspect of the present invention, the foregoing and other advantages are obtained in part by a method of manufacturing granular magnetic recording media, comprising sequential steps of:


(a) 
providing a non-magnetic substrate including a surface;


(b) 
forming a layer stack on the surface of the substrate, the layer stack including an outermost granular magnetic recording layer having an exposed surface; 


(c) 
forming a layer of a cap material over the exposed surface of the granular magnetic recording layer, the cap layer having an exposed surface; 


(d) 
etching the exposed surface of the cap layer to remove at least a portion of the thickness thereof and form a treated surface; and


(e) 
forming a protective overcoat layer on the treated surface. 


[0021] 

According to embodiments of the present methodology, step (b) comprises forming a layer stack including an outermost perpendicular magnetic recording layer or an outermost longitudinal magnetic recording layer; step (c) comprises forming a metallic cap layer, i.e., an amorphous or crystalline metallic cap layer of thickness from about 5 Å to about 100 Å, from a material selected from the group consisting of: Cr-containing alloys, Ta-containing alloys, and Nb-containing alloys; step (d) comprises ion etching the exposed surface of the cap layer, preferably by sputter etching with ions of an inert gas (e.g., Ar ions) to leave a thickness from about 0 to about 50 Å; and step (e) comprises forming a carbon (C)-containing protective overcoat layer at a thickness from about 15 to about 50 Å, preferably a diamond-like (DLC) protective overcoat layer, by means of ion beam deposition (IBD), plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition (PECVD), or filtered cathodic arc deposition (filtered CAD).


[0022] 

Preferred embodiments of the disclosure include those wherein step (c) comprises forming a layer of an etch-resistant material on the exposed surface of the granular magnetic recording layer and then forming the cap layer on the layer of etch-resistant material, and step (d) comprises etching substantially the entire thickness of the cap layer. Preferably, step (c) comprises forming a layer of a sputter etch-resistant material, e.g., a layer of amorphous carbon at a thickness from about 5 Å to about 25 Å.


[0023] 

In accordance with embodiments of the present methodology, step (b) comprises forming the layer stack as including a granular Co-based alloy magnetic recording layer comprised of a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least one element or material selected from the group consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, O, Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, SiO2, SiO, Si3N4, Al2O3, AlN, TiO, TiO2, TiOx, TiN, TiC, Ta2O5, NiO, and CoO, and wherein Co-containing magnetic grains are segregated by grain boundaries comprising at least one of oxides, nitrides, and carbides.


[0024]

Another aspect of the present invention is granular magnetic recording media manufactured by the above-recited process. 


[0025] 

Still another aspect of the present invention is a granular magnetic recording medium, comprising:


(a) 
a non-magnetic substrate having a surface; 


(b) 
a layer stack on the substrate surface, the layer stack including an outermost granular magnetic recording layer; 


(c)
a cap layer on the granular magnetic recording layer, the cap layer having a sputter-etched outer surface; and


(d) 
a protective overcoat layer on the sputter-etched outer surface of the cap layer.


[0026] 

According to embodiments of the disclosure, the granular magnetic recording layer is a perpendicular magnetic recording layer or a longitudinal magnetic recording layer; the cap layer includes an amorphous or crystalline metallic layer comprised of a material selected from the group consisting of: Cr-containing alloys, Ta-containing alloys, and Nb-containing alloys; the cap layer further comprises a layer of a sputter etch-resistant material intermediate the granular magnetic recording layer and the layer of metallic material, e.g., a layer of amorphous carbon; the granular Co-based alloy magnetic recording layer comprises a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least one element or material selected from the group consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, O, Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, SiO2, SiO, Si3N4, Al2O3, AlN, TiO, TiO2, TiOx, TiN, TiC, Ta2O5, NiO, and CoO, and wherein Co-containing magnetic grains are segregated by grain boundaries comprising at least one of oxides, nitrides, and carbides; the protective overcoat layer comprises a carbon (C)-containing material.


[0027] 

Additional advantages and aspects of the disclosure will become readily apparent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed description, wherein embodiments of the present methodology are shown and described, simply by way of illustration of the best mode contemplated for practicing the present invention. As will be described, the present disclosure is capable of other and different embodiments, and its several details are susceptible of modification in various obvious respects, all without departing from the spirit of the present invention. Accordingly, the drawings and description are to be regarded as illustrative in nature, and not as limitative. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


[0028] 

The following detailed description of the embodiments of the present disclosure can best be understood when read in conjunction with the following drawings, in which the various features (e.g., layers) are not necessarily drawn to scale but rather are drawn as to best illustrate the pertinent features, wherein:


[0029] 

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates, in simplified cross-sectional view, a portion of a conventional thin film longitudinal magnetic recording medium; 


[0030] 

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates, in simplified cross-sectional view, a portion of a magnetic recording storage, and retrieval system comprised of a perpendicular magnetic recording medium and a single pole transducer head;


[0031] 

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates, in simplified cross-sectional view, a series of process steps according to an embodiment of the disclosed methodology; 


[0032] 

FIG. 4 is a graph for illustrating the variation of magnetic properties of cells with granular magnetic films as a function of cap layer thickness and performance of etching treatment according to the instant disclosure; 


[0033] 

FIG. 5 is a graph for illustrating the dependence of the corrosion resistance of the cells with granular magnetic films as a function of cap layer thickness and performance of etching treatment according to the disclosure; and 


[0034] 

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates, in simplified cross-sectional view, a series of process steps according to another embodiment of the disclosed methodology. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE 


[0035] 

The present invention addresses and solves problems, disadvantages, and drawbacks associated with the poor corrosion and environmental resistance of granular longitudinal and perpendicular magnetic recording media fabricated according to prior methodologies, and is based upon recent investigations by the present inventors which have determined that the underlying cause of the poor corrosion performance of such media is attributable, inter alia, to incomplete surface coverage of the protective overcoat layer (typically of a DLC material) arising from increased nano-scale roughness of the granular magnetic recording layer relative to that of several other types magnetic recording layers, the presence of porous grain boundaries, and poor adhesion of the protective overcoat layer at the grain boundaries. 


[0036]
 
The present invention is further based upon recognition by the present inventors that the aforementioned problems of poor corrosion and environmental resistance of granular magnetic recording layers can be mitigated, if not entirely eliminated, by performing a suitable treatment of the surface thereof prior to formation thereon of the protective overcoat layer. More specifically, the inventors have determined that the corrosion resistance of such media may be significantly improved by forming a thin, protective “cap” layer over the rough and porous surface of the granular magnetic recording layer upon completion of its formation, and then etching the surface of the cap layer to remove at least a portion of the thickness thereof and provide a relatively smooth, continuous surface for deposition of the protective overcoat layer thereon. Preferably, the etching process involves sputter etching with ions of an inert gas, e.g., Ar ions, for a sufficient interval to effect removal of at least a surface portion of the cap layer. An advantage afforded by provision of the cap layer according to the instant methodology vis-à-vis the previously disclosed methodology is that the magnetic layer(s) underlying the cap layer are effectively shielded from etching, hence damage, by the ion bombardment sputter etching process, and disadvantageous alteration of the magnetic properties and characteristics of the as-deposited, optimized magnetic recording layer(s) is effectively eliminated while maintaining the improved corrosion resistance of the media provided by etching of the media surface prior to deposition of the protective overcoat layer. 

[0037] 

According to a further embodiment of the present invention, an additional layer, i.e., a thin “etch-stop” layer comprised of a material which is more resistant to the particular etching process utilized, e.g., a thin layer of a sputter etch-resistant material, is provided between the as-deposited granular magnetic recording layer and the cap layer in order to minimize the likelihood of complete removal of the cap layer during the etching process disadvantageously resulting in etching of the magnetic layer and alteration of the magnetic properties and characteristics thereof. 


[0038] 

Referring now to FIG. 3, a series of process steps embodying the principles of the disclosure will now be described in detail by reference to the following illustrative, but not limitative, example of the instantly disclosed methodology. According to an initial step of the methodology, a magnetic recording medium with a layer stack similar to that shown in FIG. 1 and described supra is provided, and typically includes a disk-shaped non-magnetic substrate comprised of a non-magnetic material selected from the group consisting of: Al, NiP-plated Al, Al-Mg alloys, other Al-based alloys, other non-magnetic metals, other non-magnetic alloys, glass, ceramics, polymers, glass-ceramics, and composites and/or laminates of the aforementioned materials and a layer stack formed thereon which includes an outermost granular longitudinal or perpendicular magnetic recording film or layer. The latter is illustratively (but not limitatively) comprised of a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least one element or material selected from the group consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, O, Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, SiO2, SiO, Si3N4, A12O3, A1N, TiO, TiO2, TiOx, TiN, TiC, Ta2O5, NiO, and CoO, and wherein Co-containing magnetic grains are segregated by grain boundaries comprising at least one of oxides, nitrides, and carbides formed e.g., by reactive sputtering.


[0039] 

Still referring to FIG. 3, in the next step according to the methodology, a thin cap layer is formed over the exposed uppermost surface of the granular magnetic recording layer by any convenient thin film deposition technique, e.g., sputtering. According to the disclosure, the cap layer preferably is comprised of a metallic material, i.e., an amorphous or crystalline metallic layer of thickness from about 5 Å to about 100 Å, and may be formed of a single metal element or a multi-element alloy. Suitable elemental and alloy materials for use as the cap layer according to the disclosure include those selected from the group consisting of: Cr-containing alloys, Ta-containing alloys, and Nb-containing alloys.


[0040] 

In the next step according to the disclosure, illustrated in FIG. 3, the cap layer is subjected to an etching process for removing at least a portion of the thickness thereof. Suitable etching techniques for controllable removal of a desired thickness of the cap layer include ion etching, preferably sputter etching with ions of an inert gas (e.g., Ar ions). According to the methodology, a portion of the thickness of the cap layer may remain after ion etching or the entire thickness thereof may be removed. Thus, the thickness of the cap layer after ion etching may range from about 0 to about 50 Å.


[0041] 

With continued reference to FIG. 3, in the next step according to the disclosure, a protective overcoat layer, typically a carbon (C)-containing protective overcoat layer, is formed on the exposed surface of the remaining cap layer or on the exposed surface of the granular magnetic recording layer, as by any suitable technique. Preferably, the protective overcoat layer comprises an about 15 to about 50 Å thick layer of diamond-like carbon (DLC) formed by means of ion beam deposition (IBD), plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition (PECVD), or filtered cathodic arc deposition (filtered CAD).


[0042]

The utility of the above-described methodology will now be described with reference to the following illustrative, but not limitative, example. 


Example 


[0043] 

A group of disc-shaped cells each with a granular magnetic film and an overlying CrNb cap layer were fabricated on non-magnetic substrates. The thickness of the CrNb cap layer was varied from 0 to 30 Å in 10 Å increments and some of the cells were subjected to sputter etching for 6 sec. in an NCT station with Ar gas flow at 40 sccm, anode voltage 90 V, and 120 V substrate bias. Following sputter etching, the cells were coated with a 25 Å, 35 Å, or 45 Å thick IBD DLC protective overcoat layer utilizing acetylene (C2H2) coating material gas. For comparison purposes, cells without sputter etch processing of the cap layer were also prepared. A description of each of the cells and treatment thereof is summarized in Table I below.


Table I


		Cell No.

		CrNb thickness, Å

		Etch

		Carbon thickness, Å



		Cl

		0

		Yes

		25, 35, 45



		C2

		10

		Yes

		25, 35, 45



		C3

		20

		Yes

		25, 35, 45



		C4

		30

		Yes

		25, 35, 45



		CS (Control Cell)

		0

		No

		25, 35, 45



		C6

		10

		No

		25, 35, 45



		C7

		20

		No

		25, 35, 45





[0044] 

Referring to FIG. 4, shown therein is a graph illustrating the variation of magnetic properties of the above cells (as measured by RDM) with granular magnetic films as a function of cap layer initial thickness and whether the cells were subjected to etching treatment according to the disclosed methodology. As is evident from FIG. 4, when the CrNb cap layer initial thickness is less than 20 Å, Mrt and Hcr are lower than in the case of control cell C5, indicating that the 6 sec. Ar ion sputter etch removed the entire thickness of the CrNb cap layer as well as some amount of the underlying granular magnetic recording layer. By contrast, when the CrNb cap layer initial thickness is 20 Å or greater, some amount of the CrNb cap layer remained after the 6 sec. Ar ion etch.  As a consequence, the underlying granular magnetic layer was unaffected by the ion etch, and the post-etch Mrt and Hcr values are close to those of the control cell C5.


[0045]

Adverting to FIG. 5, shown therein is a graph illustrating the dependence of the corrosion resistance of the above cells Cl – C7 as a function of cap layer initial thickness and whether an etching treatment according to the disclosure was performed. Corrosion resistance was determined by maintaining the cells in an environmental chamber at 80 °C/80 % RH for 4 days and the growth of CoOx (derived from the Co alloy-based granular magnetic recording layer) thereon due to corrosion measured by ESCA. As is evident from FIG. 5, cells which received the Ar ion sputter etch processing exhibited much lower CoOx % than cells which did not receive the Ar ion sputter etch processing. Of the cells which received the Ar ion sputter etch processing, those with 20Å and 30 Å CrNb cap layer initial thicknesses exhibited virtually no CoOx growth after the environmental exposure.


[0046] 

Thus, by controlling the cap layer initial thickness and etch process, the instant methodology enables manufacture of granular magnetic recording media with significantly improved corrosion resistance and without incurring degradation of the properties/characteristics of the magnetic recording layer.


[0047] 

Ideally, the cap layer initial thickness should be reduced by the etching process to as thin as possible in order to reduce the spacing between the read/write transducer head and the surface of the magnetic recording layer. However, obtainment of minimal cap layer post-etching thicknesses can disadvantageously result in damage of the underlying granular magnetic recording layer(s) due to ion bombardment and etching thereof, resulting in degradation of the signal-to-media-noise ratio (SMNR).


[0048] 

Therefore, according to another aspect of the present methodology, shown in simplified, schematic cross-section in FIG. 6, a very thin layer of a substantially etch-resistant material is interposed between the granular magnetic recording layer and the cap layer as an “etch-stop” layer. According to an embodiment of the present disclosure involving such etch-stop layer, use is made of the relative resistance of amorphous carbon to sputter etching by Ar ions compared to the metallic cap layer material. More specifically, the material removal rate of amorphous carbon under typical sputter etch processing utilizing Ar ions is on the order of about 0.05 nm/sec., which rate is substantially less than the Ar sputter etch rates of metallic layers under substantially similar conditions, i.e., ~ 0.3 – ~ 0.5 nm/sec.  Thus, placement of a thin layer of amorphous carbon (e.g., from about 5 Å to about 25 Å thick) intermediate the granular perpendicular magnetic recording layer(s) and the cap layer facilitates maximum removal thereof for minimizing transducer head-magnetic layer spacing while preventing damage and etching of the magnetic layer during etching.

[0049] 

It should be noted that the above-described embodiments of the instantly disclosed methodology are merely illustrative, and not limitative, of the advantageous results afforded by the invention. Specifically, the methodology is not limited to use with the illustrated CoPtX magnetic alloys, but rather is useful in providing enhanced corrosion and environmental resistance of recording media comprising all manner of granular longitudinal or perpendicular magnetic recording layers having surfaces with nano-scale roughness and porosity. Similarly, the ion etching treatment of the disclosure is not limited to use with the illustrated Ar ions, and satisfactory ion etching may be performed with numerous other inert ion species, including, for example, He, Kr, Xe, and Ne ions. In addition, specific process conditions for performing the ion etching are readily determined for use in a particular application of the disclosed methodology, including selection of the rate of flow of the inert gas, substrate bias voltage, ion etching interval, ion energy, and etching rate. For example, suitable ranges of substrate bias voltages, ion energies, and etching rates are 0 - 300 V, 10 400 eV, and 0.1 – 20 Å/sec., respectively. Lastly, the protective overcoat layer is not limited to IBD DLC but rather all manner of protective overcoat materials and deposition methods therefore may be utilized.


[0050] 

In the previous description, numerous specific details are set forth, such as specific materials, structures, processes, etc., in order to provide a better understanding of the present invention. However, the present invention can be practiced without resorting to the details specifically set forth. In other instances, well-known processing materials and techniques have not been described in detail in order not to unnecessarily obscure the present invention. 


[0051] 

Only the preferred embodiments of the present invention and but a few examples of its versatility are shown and described in the present disclosure. It is to be understood that the present invention is capable of use in various other combinations and environments and is susceptible of changes and/or modifications within the scope of the inventive concept as expressed herein.


What is Claimed Is: 




1. 
A method of manufacturing granular magnetic recording media, comprising sequential steps of: 


(a) 
providing a non-magnetic substrate including a surface;


(b) 
forming a layer stack on said surface of said substrate, said layer stack including an outermost granular magnetic recording layer having an exposed surface; 


(c) 
forming a layer of a cap material over said exposed surface of said granular magnetic recording layer, said cap layer having an exposed surface; 


(d) 
etching said exposed surface of said cap layer to remove at least a portion of the thickness thereof and form a treated surface; and 


(e) 
forming a protective overcoat layer on said treated surface. 



2. 
The method according to claim 1, wherein:



step (b) comprises forming a layer stack including an outermost longitudinal or perpendicular magnetic recording layer. 



3. 
The method according to claim 1, wherein:



step (c) comprises forming an about 5 Å to about 100 Å amorphous or crystalline metallic cap layer comprising material selected from the group consisting of: Cr-containing alloys, Ta-containing alloys, and Nb-containing alloys.




4. 
The method according to claim 1, wherein:



step (d) comprises ion etching said exposed surface of said cap layer.


 

5. 
The method according to claim 4, wherein: 



step (d) comprises sputter etching said exposed surface of said cap layer with inert gas ions.


 

6. 
The method according to claim 5, wherein: 



step (d) comprises etching said cap layer to leave a thickness thereof from about 0 to about 50 Å.



7. 
The method according to claim 1, wherein: 



step (e) comprises forming a carbon (C)-containing protective overcoat layer.


 

8. 
The method according to claim 1, wherein: 



step (c) comprises forming a layer of an etch-resistant material on said exposed surface of said granular magnetic recording layer and then forming said cap layer on said layer of etch-resistant material.


9. 
The method according to claim 8, wherein: 



step (d) comprises etching substantially the entire thickness of said cap layer. 




10. 
The method according to claim 8, wherein:



step (c) comprises forming a layer of a sputter etch-resistant material. 




11. 
The method according to claim 10, wherein: 



step (c) comprises forming a layer of amorphous carbon as said sputter etch-resistant material.

. 

12. 
The method according to claim 1, wherein:



step (b) comprises forming said layer stack as including a granular Co-based alloy magnetic recording layer comprised of a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least one element or material selected from the group consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, O, Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, SiO2, SiO, Si3N4, Al2O3, A1N, TiO, TiO2, TiOx, TiN, TiC, Ta2O5, NiO, and CoO, and wherein Co-containing magnetic grains are segregated by grain boundaries comprising at least one of oxides, nitrides, and carbides.


 

13. 
A granular magnetic recording medium manufactured by the process according to claim 1.




14. 
A granular magnetic recording medium, comprising: 



(a)
a non-magnetic substrate having a surface; 



(b) 
a layer stack on said substrate surface, said layer stack including an outermost granular magnetic recording layer;



(c) 
a cap layer on said granular magnetic recording layer, said cap layer having a sputter-etched outer surface; and 



(d) 
a protective overcoat layer on said sputter-etched outer surface of said cap layer. 


15. 
The medium as in claim 14, wherein:



said granular magnetic recording layer is a perpendicular or longitudinal magnetic recording layer.


 

16. 
The medium as in claim 14, wherein: 



said cap layer includes an amorphous or crystalline metallic layer comprised of a material selected from the group consisting of: Cr-containing alloys, Ta-containing alloys, and Nb-containing alloys.




17.
The medium as in claim 14, wherein: 



said cap layer further comprises a layer of a sputter etch-resistant material intermediate said granular magnetic recording layer and said layer of metallic material. 




18.
The medium as in claim 17, wherein:



said layer of sputter etch-resistant material comprises amorphous carbon.



19.
The medium as in claim 14, wherein: 



said granular Co-based alloy magnetic recording layer comprises a CoPtX alloy, where X = at least one element or material selected from the group consisting of: Cr, Ta, B, Mo, V, Nb, W, Zr, Re, Ru, Cu, Ag, Hf, Ir, Y, O, Si, Ti, N, P, Ni, SiO2, SiO, Si3N4, Al203, A1N, TiO, TiO2, TiOx, TiN, TiC, Ta2O5, NiO, and CoO, and wherein Co-containing magnetic grains are segregated by grain boundaries comprising at least one of oxides, nitrides, and carbides.


20. The medium as in claim 14, wherein: 

said protective overcoat layer comprises a carbon (C)-containing material.


 
GRANULAR MAGNETIC RECORDING MEDIA WITH IMPROVED CORROSION 
RESISTANCE BY CAP LAYER AND PRE-OVERCOAT ETCHING


ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE



[0052] 

A granular magnetic recording medium comprises a non-magnetic substrate having a surface, a layer stack on the substrate surface, including an outermost granular magnetic recording layer, a cap layer on the granular magnetic recording layer, having a sputter-etched outer surface, and a protective overcoat layer on the sputter-etched outer surface of the cap layer. 


FIGURE 3



