
Briefly, in accordance with one embodiment of the invention,  a  platform
bus interface unit includes circuitry to divide a received network protocol
compliant  signal packet into signal packets of a smaller size for
transmission over a platform bus of at least a portion of the data provided
by the network protocol compliant   signal   packet. Briefly, in accordance
with another embodiment of the invention, an integrated circuit includes
circuitry to transmit over a platform bus at least a portion of the data
provided by a network protocol compliant signal packet as signal packets of
a smaller size. Briefly, in accordance with still another embodiment of the
invention, a method of transmitting at least a portion of the data provided
by a network protocol compliant signal packet over a platform bus includes
the following. At least a portion of the data provided by the network
protocol compliant signal packet is divided into smaller data subsets. The
smaller data subsets are transmitted over the platform bus as platform bus
protocol compliant signal packets. The maximum amount of data capable of
being provided by a network protocol compliant signal packet exceeds the
maximum amount of data capable of being provided by a platform bus protocol
compliant signal packet. Briefly, in accordance with still yet another
embodiment of the invention, a method of combining into a network protocol
compliant signal packet at least a portion of the data provided by separate
signal packets received over a platform signal bus includes the following.
At least a portion of the data provided by the signal packets received is
extracted. The extracted data is assembled into a single network protocol
compliant signal packet.    


