
To improve the encryption technique in a data
processing apparatus such that the possibility of
communication decryption by a third party is reduced.
A data processing apparatus wherein data, which is to
be processed, is encrypted to provide encrypted data;
this encrypted data is then recorded into a
predetermined recording medium; and the encrypted data
recorded in the recording medium is decoded to
reproduce the data to be processed. During the
encryption, the data 



to be processed is divided into predetermined bits of
divisional plaintext data, and then each divisional
plaintext data is encrypted. At this moment, the
numbers of bits of the divisional plaintext data are
varied, while dummy data is mixed into the divisional
plaintext data other than the one having the largest
number of bits. In this case, the dummy data has the
same number of bits as the divisional plaintext data
having the largest number of bits. 


