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What is claimed is:

1. A method for reporting data concerning a business, comprising:
providing, on a device, a map of the geographic location of the business,
in the business is represented by a marker on the map;
lecting the marker to display the name of the business;

recyving an instruction to open a toolbar to provide options for inputting
information cypcerning the business;

providingyinformation concerning the business to the device via at least
one of the options;

transmitting th&jnformation to a central database by using the device.

2. The method of ckim 1, wherein the toolbar includes icons for
inputting data as to whether thelusiness is being run out of a residence, a camera
for providing an image of the locatign of the business, a map of the location of
the business, and a notebook for entetypg information concerning the business.
3. The method of claim 2, whereitéselecting an icon on the toolbar
causes the device to display screens for inputtizg the information concerning the
business.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein selecting ti icon for inputting data
as to whether the business is being run out of a residence cuses the device to

display a screen with a yes button, a no button and a submit bijton.
5. The method of claim 2, wherein selecting the icon of a &mera causes

the device to display an image generated by a camera associated with

and a button for selecting the image for reporting.
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6. The method of claim 5, wherein the image is acquired by using the

camera to capture an image of the business.

7. The method of claim 3, wherein selecting the map icon causes the
devicqto display a screen for entering information for each of whether the

\s at a location, whether it appears that business is being conducted at
that locatiot\ whether the location is vacant, whether a different business is
present at the [Ngation, and whether the different business appears to be doing

business at the lodgtion.

8. The method\of claim 3, wherein selecting the notebook icon causes
the device to display screeNg for entering information for cach of the tclcphone
number of the business, who X in charge of the business, the title of who is in
charge of the business, and a un¥grm resource locator of a website of the
business.

9. The method of claim 1, furthdgcomprising determining a current
position of the device.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the cudgent position of the device is
determined by one of a GPS receiver associated witt\the device and entering 2

location of the device.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the reporting of dat\concerning a

business earns points of a game for users of the device as data is re

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising a user of the device
chattering with other users of other devices who are acquiring information

concerning businesses.
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13. A system for reporting data concerning a business, comprising;:
a device providing a map of the geographic location of the business,
wherely the business is represented by a marker on the map,
amNinput apparatus for:
llowing a user of the device to select the marker to display the
business;
1\ing an instruction to open a toolbar to provide options for
inputting information concerning the business; and
receiving in ation concerning the business via at least one of the
options; and
a connection for transn¥gting the information to a central database.
14. The system of claim 13, Wherein the toolbar includes icons for
inputting data as to whether the busines\is being run out of a residence, a camera
for providing an image of the location of tii, business, a map of the location of
the business, and a notebook for entering infoXmation concerning the business.
15. The system of claim 15, wherein selectihg an icon on the toolbar
causes the device to display screens for inputting the ifprmation concerning the

business.

display a screen with a yes button, a no button and a submit button.
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17. The system of claim 14, wherein selecting the icon of a camera
causes the device to display an image generated by a camera of the device, and a

utton for selecting the image for reporting.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the image is acquired by using the
camera ¥ capture an image of the business.
system of claim 15, wherein selecting the map icon causes the
device to display\g screen for entering information for each of whether the
business is at a localpn, whether it appears that business is being conducted at
that location, whether the location is vacant, whether a different business is
present at the location, andywhether the different business appears to be doing
business at the location.
20. The system of claim 15\wherein selecting the notebook icon causes
the device to display screens for enter’g information for each of the telephone
number of the business, who is in charge \f the business, the title of who is in
charge of the business, and a uniform resourd¢ locator of a website of the
business.
21. The system of claim 13, further comprising apparatus for determining

a current position of the device.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the apparatus for Netermining the
current position of the device is one of a GPS receiver associate

and a screen for entering a location of the device.

23. The system of claim 13, wherein the reporting of data concernind\a

business earns points of a game for users of the device as data is reported.
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24. The system of claim 13, configured to allow a user of the device to
hatter with other users of other devices who are acquiring information

conggrning businesses.

23\ A computer rcadable non-transitory storage medium storing
instructions &f a computer program which when executed by a computer system
results in perfonance of steps of a method for reporting data concerning a
business, comprisikg:
providing, ol\a device having the computer system, wherein the

computer system has a pkpcessor, a memory and a display, a map of the
geographic location of the Bysiness on the display, wherein the business is
represented by a marker on th

displaying the name of th&pusiness if the marker is selected;
receiving an instruction to opgn a toolbar to provide options for inputting
information concerning the business;

providing information concerning the business to the device via at least

one of the options; and

transmitting the information to a central dgtabase by using the device.
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Claims

method for reporting data concerning a business, comprising:
n a device, a map of the geographic location of the business, wherein the
business is representid by a marker on the map;

selecting the magker to display the name of the business;

receiving an instriGtion to open a toolbar to provide options for inputting information
concerning the business;

providing information cQncerning the business to the device via at least one of the
options, wherein one of the optiorlg is displaying on the device a screen for entering information
for each of whether the business is ala location, whether it appears that business is being
conducted at that location, whether the¥pcation is vacant, whether a different business is present
at the location, and whether the different Dysiness appears to be doing business at the location;
and

transmitting the information to a centra atabése by using the device.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the tdglbar includes icons for inputting data as to
whether the business is being run out of a residence, a dgmera for providing an image of the
location of the business, a map of the location of the busirkss, and a notebook for entering
information concerning the business.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein selecting an icon oy the toolbar causes the device

to display screens for inputting the information concerning the busindgs.

4, The method of claim 3, wherein selecting the icon for inpul{ing data as to whether
the business is being run out of a residence causes the device to display a scrdgn with a yes

button, a no button and a submit button,

5. The methad of claim 2, wherein selecting the icon of a camera causes\he device
to display an image generated by a camera associated with the device, and a button for

the image for reporting.
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The method of claim 5, wherein the image is acquired by using the camera to

capture an ima¥g of the business.

thod of claim 1, wherein a device is supplied to employees and those who

are not employees of aNgther business.

8. The method

display screens for entering in

claim 3, wherein selecting the notebook icon causes the device to
ation for each of the telephone number of the business, who is
in charge of the business, the title\f who is in charge of the busincss, and a uniform resource

locator of a website of the business.

9. The method of claim 1, fu

device.

er comprising determining a current position of the

10.  The method of claim 9, wherein tha\gurrent position of the device is determined

by one of a GPS receiver associated with the device\gnd entering a location of the device.

11. The method of claim 1; wherein the reportind\o{ data concerning a business earns

points of a game for users of the device as data is reported.

12,  The method of claim 1, further comprising a user of thi\device chattering with

other users of other devices who are acquiring information concerning b

13. A system for reporting data concerning a business, comprising:
a device providing a map of the geographic location of the business, wherely the business
is represented by a marker on the map;

an input apparatus for:
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allowing a user of the device to select the marker to display the name of the

ceiving an instruction to open a toolbar to provide options for inputting
informatioh, concerning the business; wherein one of the options is displaying on the device

a screen for entering information for each of whether the business is at a location, whether

recetving information concerning the business via at least one of the options; and
a connection for transmitthng the information to a central database.
14.  The system of claim 13\wherein the toolbar includes icons for inputting data as to
whether the business is being run out of a\tesidence, a camera for providing an image of the
location of the business, a map of the locati ¥ of the business, and a notebook for entering

information concerning the business.

15.  The system of claim 14, wherein seled{ing an icon on the toolbar causes the

device to display screens for inputting the information cQnceming the business.

16.  The system of claim 15, wherein selecting theNcon for inputting data as to
whether the business is being run out of a residence causes the device to display a screen with a

yes button, a no button and a submit button.
17. The system of claim 14, wherein selecting the icon of a ¢!
to display an image generated by a camera of the device, and a button for sglecting the image for

reporting.

18.  The system of claim 17, wherein the image is acquired by using the ¥amera to

capture an image of the business.
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The system of claim 13, wherein a device is supplied to employees and those who

are not empiyees of another business.

20.

display screens for

system of claim 15, wherein selecting the notebook icon causes the device to
tering information for each of the telephone number of the business, who is
in chargc of the business, the title of who is in charge of the business, and a uniform resource

locator of a website of thé\business.

2]1.  The system of claim 13, further comprising apparatus for determining a current
position of the device.
22.  The system of claim 21,\wherein the apparatus for determining the current
position of the device is one of a GPS redeiver associated with the device and a screen for

entering a location of the device.

23.  The system of claim 13, wherein the'sgporting of data conceming a business eams

points of a game for users of the device as data is repo

24.  The system of claim 13, configured to allow ayser of the device to chatter with
other users of other devices who are acquiring information concégning businesses.
25. A computer readable non-transitory storage medium styying instructions of a
computer program which when executed by a computer system results it\performance of steps of
amethod for reporting data concerning a business, comprising:

providing, on a device having the computer system, wherein the compyter system has a
processor, a memory and a display, a map of the geographic location of the busi
display, wherein the business is represented by a marker on the map;

displaying the name of the business if the marker is selected;

receiving an instruction to open a toolbar to provide options for inputting informa¥jon

concerning the business; -
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oviding information concerning the business o the device via at least one of the
options; wherein one of the options is displaying on the device a screen for entering information
for each of whgther the business is at a location, whether it appears that business is being
location, whether the location is vacant, whether a different business is present
‘hether the different business appears to be doing business at the location;

transmitting the t\formation to a central database by using the device.
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What is claimed is:

I. A method for reporting data concerning a business, comprising:

providing, on a mobile device having a processor and a memory for storing instructions to
be executed by the processor, a map of the geographic location of the business, wherein the
business is represented by a marker on the map;

selecting the marker to display the name of the business;

receiving an instruction to open a toolbar to provide options for inputting information
concerning the business;

providing information concerning the business to the device via at least one of the
options;

using a GPS receiver associated with the device for determining a current position of the
~ device;

using a camera associated with the device for capturing an image of the business; and

transmitting the information to a central database by using the device; wherein:

the method is implemented as a multilevel game for users to earn points based on the
information transmitted; and

options for inputting the information are unlocked based on a level achieved by the user.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the toolbar includes icons for inputting data as to
whether the business is being run out of a residence, the camera for providing an image of the
location of the business, a map of the location of the business, and a notebook for entering

information concerning the business.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein selecting an icon on the toolbar causes the device to

display screens for inputting the information concerning the business.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein selecting the icon for inputting data as to whether the
business is being run out of a residence causes the device to display a screen with a yes button, a

no button and a submit button.
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5. The method of claim 2, wherein selecting the icon of the camera causes the device to

display an image generated by the camera, and a button for selecting the image for reporting.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the image is acquired by using the camera to capture

an image of the business.

7. The method of claim 2, wherein selecting the notebook icon causes the device to
display screens for entering information for each of the telephone number of the business, who is
in charge of the business, the title of who is in charge of the business, and a uniform resource

locator of a website of the business.

8. The method of claim 2, wherein selecting the map icon causes the device to display a
screen for entering information for each of whether the business is at a location, whether it
appears that business is being conducted at that location, whether the location is vacant, whether
a different business is present at the location, and whether the different business appears to be

doing business at the location.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising a user of the device chattering with other

users of other devices who are acquiring information concerning businesses.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the device is used by one of employees and those

who are not employees of another business.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising entering into a user interface of the device

a current location of the device.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising providing a tutorial on the device for the

use of an option prior to the option being unlocked for use.
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13. A system for reporting data concerning a business, comprising:
a mobile device providing a map of the geographic location of the business, wherein the
business is represented by a marker on the map;
a processor associated with the system;
a memory for storing instructions to be processed,by the processor;
an input apparatus for:
allowing a user of the device to select the marker to display the name of the
business;
receiving an instruction to open a toolbar to provide options for inputting
information concerning the business; and
receiving information concerning the business via at least one of the options;
a GPS receiver associated with the device for determining a current position of the
device;
a camera associated with the device for capturing an image of the business; and
a connection for transmitting the information to a central database; wherein:
the memory contains instructions for the processor to implement a multilevel game
for users to earn points based on the information transmitted; and
options for inputting the information are unlocked based on a level achieved by the

user.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the toolbar includes icons for inputting data as to
whether the business is being run out of a residence, the camera for providing an image of the
location of the business, a map of the location of the business, and a notebook for entering

information concerning the business.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein selecting an icon on the toolbar causes the device to

display screens for inputting the information concerning the business.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein selecting the icon for inputting data as to whether
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the business is being run out of a residence causes the device to display a screen with a yes

button, a no button and a submit button.

17. The system of claim 14, wherein selecting the icon of the camera causes the device to

display an image generated by the camera, and a button for selecting the image for reporting.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the image is acquired by using the camera to capture

an image of the business.

19. The system of claim 14, wherein selecting the notebook icon causes the device to
display screens for entering information for each of the telephone number of the business, who is
in charge of the business, the title of who is in charge of the business, and a uniform resource

locator of a website of the business.

20. The system of claim 14, wherein selecting the map icon causes the device to display a
screen for entering information for each of whether the business is at a location, whether it
appears that business is being conducted at that location, whether the location is vacant, whether
a different business is present at the location, and whether the different business appears to be

doing business at the location.

21. The system of claim 13, configured to allow a user of the device to chatter with other

users of other devices who are acquiring information concerning businesses.

22. The system of claim 13, further comprising a user interface for entering into the

device a current position of the device.

23. The system of claim 20, wherein the user interface comprises a screen for entering a

location of the device.
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24. The system of claim 13, wherein the device is used by one of employees and those

who are not employees of another business.

25. A computer readable non-transitory storage medium storing instructions of a
computer program which when executed by a computer system results in performance of steps of
a method for reporting data concerning a business, comprising:

providing, on a device having the computer system, wherein the computer system has a
processor, a memory and a display, a map of the geographic location of the business on the
display, wherein the business is represented by a marker on the map;

displaying the name of the business if the marker is selected;

receiving an instruction to open a toolbar to provide options for inputting information
concerning the business;

providing information concerning the business to the device via at least one of the

options;

using a GPS receiver associated with the device for determining a current position of the
device;

using a camera associated with the device for capturing an image of the business; and

transmitting the information to a central database by using the device; wherein:

the method is implemented as a multilevel game for users to earn points based on the
information transmitted; and

options for inputting the information are unlocked based on a level achieved by the user.

26. A method for reporting data concerning a business, comprising:

providing, on a mobile device having a processor and a memory for storing instructions to
be executed by the processor, a map of the geographic location of the business, wherein the
business is represented by a marker on the map;

selecting the marker to display the name of the business;

receiving an instruction to open a toolbar to provide options for inputting information

concerning the business;
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providing information concerning the business to the device via at least one of the
options;

using a GPS receiver associated with the device for determining a current position of the
device;

using a camera associated with the device for capturing an image of the business; and

transmitting the information to a central database by using the device; wherein:

the method is implemented as a multilevel game for users to earn points based on the
information transmitted; and

a display is provided on the device to show a present level in the game of the user, points
required to reach a next level, a list of unlocked options corresponding to the present level, a

position of the user on a leader board of users, and an icon for badges eamed by the user for

points earned by the user.
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