Honogenous G anul ated Metal Based And Metal - Ceram c
Based Powders Abstract of the D sclosure A nethod of
maki ng a honbgeneous granul ated netal -based powder,
conprises steps of: providing presel ected anounts of
at | east one netal elenent or netal alloy, at |east
one ceram c conpound, and/ojg at | east one non-
netallic elenment; form ng a honobgeneous
slurry/suspension or wet m xture conprising the
presel ected anounts of netal elenent(s) and/or netal
alHoywgenous &manmdatgsbiybetal Based diod MetalrEerdhicBased
el enent(s), a liquid phase conprising at |east one
liquid, and at |east onePovl® naterial; drying the
slurry/suspension or mxture to renove at |east a
portion of the liquid phase and forma powder mxture

conprising partially,or c mpl.e ely dried granul es; and
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The resul t% nul.es are wuseful in fabricating
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at least one liquid, and at least one binder material; drying the slurry/suspension
or mixture to remove at least a portion of the liquid phase and form a powder
mixture comprising partially or completely dried granules; and subjecting the
granules to a thermal de-binder process for effecting: additional removal of any
remaining liquid phase, if necessary; removal of the at least one binder material;
reduction of carbon content; reduction of oxygen on the surfaces or interior of the

metal or metal alloy phases in the granules; and optional partial sintering for

strengthening for withstanding subsequent processing. The resultant granules are

| useful in fabricating magnetic sputtering targets employed in the manufacture of

magnetic data/information storage and retrieval media.



