
Disclosed is an aqueous ink containing water, a
plurality of water-soluble organic solvents and a
colorant. The colorant is composed of a pigment, and
at least one ionic group is bonded to the surface of a
pigment particle directly or via an other atomic
group. The water-soluble organic solvents contain a
good solvent and a poor solvent for the pigment. The
poor solvent does not solvate the pigment at all or
does not substantially solvate the pigment. The ionic
group is not dissociated at all or is not
substantially dissociated in the poor solvent.
Furthermore, a poor solvent has the largest Ka value,
which is determined by the Bristow method, among the
water-soluble organic solvents. 


