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(54) Title: HARDENED AND LUBRICATED LOAD/UNLOAD RAMP AND METHOD FOR PREPARING THE SAME

=~ (57) Abstract: A disc drive load/unload ramp incorporates a coat of hardened film, the hardened film providing a surface that is
more wear resistant and less likely to result in debris formation during normal disc drive use. The hardened surface material, which
includes, but is not limited to, DLC, silicon nitrite and titanium carbide. is deposited by sputtering techniques. A disc drive compat-
ible lubricant layer is added to the hardening film to reduce friction. A method of reducing debris formation in a disc drive having a
load/unload ramp includes first depositing a hardened film on the load/unload ramp followed by depositing a lubricant layer on the
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