ABSTRACT According to the type of each o! !pl urality of external input

interfaces, it is decided whether digital waternmark information is to be
detected fromdata entered via the external input interface. Digital
watermark information is not detected fromdata entered via the external
input interface and fromwhich it has been decided not to detect any
digital watermark information, but thgjigdata is recorded. Thus, there can be
provided a data recording apparatus which is not applied with a any heavy

|l oad owing to the om ssion of anyABSERA&SRIYy detection of digital

wat ermark i nformation.

According to the type of each of a plurality of external input interfaces, it is
decided whether digital watermark information is to be detected from data entered via
the external input interface. Digital watermark information is not detected from data
entered via the external input interface and from which it has been decided not to
detect any digital watermark information, but the data is recorded. Thus, there can be
provided a data recording apparatus which is not applied with a any heavy load owing

to the omission of any unnecessary detection of digital watermark information.
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