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(57) Abstract: In one embodiment, a programmable processor includes a execution pipeline and an exception pipeline. The ex-
eculion pipeline may be a multi-stage execution pipeline that processes instructions. The exception pipeline may be a multi-stage
exception pipeline that propagates exceptions resulting from the execution of the instructions. The first and exception pipelines may
have the same number of stages and may operate on the same clock cycles. When an instruction passes from a stage of the execu-

tion pipeline to a later stage of the execution pipeline, an exception may similarly pass from a corresponding stage of the exception
pipeline to a corresponding later stage of the exception pipeline.
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