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An i k- expel ling restoring device and nethod capable of reliably LengLLng
the i'nk-expelling restoring capability of an ink jet type recordin h?aq
¢1) and coping with the case where the ink supply is eﬁ - i Rerlace,
i nk-expelling restoring process. The inventive ink- _ 1'
restoring device for an ink jet printgr I ncl udes a cappi ' or
capping the front face of a recording head (1), an ink+ residual quantity
detector (41) for checking the residual quantity of ink, and bl ade nenber
(6) for wping the front face of the recording head (1). The ink expelling
capability restoring operation is carried out by a sequence of a w ping
operation, ink-suction operation, and flushing operation. The
residual -quantity detector (41) checks the residual quantity of ink during
the operation of restoring the i nABXBRACTNng capability. Wen the residual
gquantity of ink is smaller than a preset quantity, the ink suction
operation is_stopped., The recording head is capped with the cappi ng nmenber
(8) affBr &RE- 'hﬁ‘%no‘%ﬁﬂ‘?ﬁd‘%pe‘ﬁ%‘ﬂ-%s.andWF‘ﬁtE‘Géh £apekde uQf on,
\_NhEn aréflrlﬁb.blg'ua:féétc_yrnigi the Siﬂneiéxpelklmgi HestoridighetagabiNiitiNof
I nk- expel 1.l testorin [ocess, _thne_i,n uction 1S .Stoppe eventin
usel es88c n%)??o y&egllﬁ c.:oz?é:l.ng plead (1 ang coping pv?:.& %’ixe casfeg
where the ink supply is exhausted during the ink-expelling
restoring process. The inventive ink-expelling restoring
device for an ink jet printer includes a capping member (8)
for capping the front face of a recording head (1), an ink-
residual quantity detector (41) for checking the residual
guantity of ink, and blade member (6) for wiping the front
face of the recording head (1). The ink expelling capability
restoring operation is carried out by a sequence of a wiping
operation, ink-suction operation, and flushing operation. The
residual-quantity detector (41) checks the residual quantity
of ink during the operation of restoring the ink-expelling
capability. When the residual quantity of ink is smaller than
a preset quantity, the ink suction operation is stopped. The
recording head is capped with the capping member (8) after the
flushing and wiping operations. With such a construction,
when a small quantity of ink is left in the ink container

during the ink-expelling restoring process, the ink suction is
stopped, preventing useless consumption of ink.
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