" APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR READI NG AND WRI TI NG DATA"
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A memory circuit'having a plurality of regions (A,
B, C, D). A first rearranging circuit (12), controlled
by a control circuit.(14),'rearranges plural bits (X0
to X3) of data having different significaﬁces when a
first (A) of the regions includes a defective portion
and a first one (X3) of the plural bits is to be
written into the first region, so that a second (X0) of
the plural bits (X0 to X3) having lower significance
than that of the first bit (X3) is written into another
one (D) of the plurality of regions (A to D). A second
rearranging circuit (13), controlled by the control
circuit (14), rearranges the plural bits (X0 to X3) of
data read out from the memory circuit so that the first
and second bits (X0, X3) are returned to correct

positions.
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