
The present invention relates to a computer system in which linear memory
attributes are specified. Physical memory attributes may also be specified
in physical attribute registers. A memory attribute palette (MAP) receives
index signals and selects linear memory attributes in response to the index
signals. An effective memory attribute selector receives selected linear
memory attribute signals and, if present, the physical memory attribute
signals and, in response thereto, selects effective memory attribute
signals to present an effective memory attribute. In a preferred
embodiment, the linear memory attributes may be programmably written into
one or more registers, thereby allowing a program or OS flexibility in the
choice of memory attributes, including memory attributes not currently
used. The invention allows a program to apply a memory attribute of choice
to a particular section of memory, thereby allowing the computer system to
provide higher performance.    


