ABSTRACT An inmage form ng apparatus for formng an i nmage on a recording
nmedi umis disclosed. The image form ng apparatus includes a pr I”ﬂ‘ﬂ’m“’ﬂmm IMMHHI
having an ink emtting surface (6) in which there are forned a

nunber of ink emtting openings (13). An ink is emitted fromthe kdpoors
emtting openings (13) for formng an inmage on a recording nedium The
I mge form ng apparatus also includes an emssion controller (41) for
controlling the ink emssion fromthgyink emtting openi ngssmm mmmmﬂmml n
the ink emtting surface (6). The emssion controller (41) i to
an input imge signal to control ity of prelimnary ink =ei@i+ssi on
fromone or nore of the ink emtﬁ%@éﬁngs (13) or to select one or

more of the ink emtting openi ngsf(lS . In this manner, the_ quantijty of the
prel i mi nar y Amimnagé fetnoing apparatus fonfouning amdmsege fimgge¢ordmg mediuin
controlled, or one or nore of the ink emtting openings (13) is selected,
respof diseldsed! Mhe imaee forafiak, appargtuminclades heprimshedd!(4) haviagi asinn and

to clean the ink emtting openings (13) or the vicinity wthout damagi ng

the iakiaifd SLABcEY6) 36whEeh there are formed a plural number of ink emitting

openings (13). An ink is emitted from the ink emitting openings (13) for forming an
image on a recording medium. The image forming apparatus also includes an
emission controller (41) for controlling the ink emission from the ink emitting
openings (13) formed in the ink emitting surface (6). The emission controller (41)
is responsive to an input image signal to control the quantity of preliminary ink
emission from one or more of the ink emitting openings (13) or to select one or
more of the ink emitting openings (13). In this manner, the quantity of the
preliminary ink emission from the ink emitting openings (13) is controlled, or one
or more of the ink emitting openings (13) is selected, responsive to the image signal,
to diminish the wasteful ink emission and to clean the ink emitting openings (13) or

the vicinity without damaging the ink emitting surface (6).



