There is provided a process for the preparation of

[ (5, 6-di carboxy-3-pyridyl)nethyl ] amoni um hal i des havi ng the structural
formula | [err] The [ (5, 6-di-carboxy-3-pyridyl)net hyl ] ammoni um
hal i des are useful as internediates in the preparation of herbicidal

5- (al koxynet hyl )-2-(2-imdazolin-2-yl)- nicotinic acids, esters and salts.
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There is provided a process for the preparation of
[(5,6-dicarboxy-3-pyridyl)methyl]ammonium halides having
the structural formula I
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The [(5,6-dicarboxy-3-pyridyl)methyl]ammonium
halides are useful as intermediates in the preparation of
herbicidal 5- (alkoxymethyl)-2-(2-imidazolin-2-yl) -

‘nicotinic acids, esters and salts.
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