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METHODS AND SERVICE CENTER FOR PRE-CONFIGURATION OF
WIRELESS NETWORK ACCESS FOR PORTABLE DEVICES
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS [0001]Not
applicable. BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 1. The Field of the
Invention [0002]The present invention relates generally to media devices
including portable media devices. More specifically, embodiments of the
preé\é{ﬁ‘{% oA NDRE RViHeh 64NEHERS Q&%Rﬁ@&ﬁ&lﬁﬁ@‘a\mw
device such that the media device may 10access networks in one or more

physical YERHIAESS MeIRERBE N ﬁ@l%ﬁdﬁ@&%%ﬂgﬁ%se

of information continues to increase, individuals and
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] Not applicable.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. The Field of the Invention
[0002] The present invention relates generally to media devices including portable
media devices. More specifically, embodiments of the present invention relate to
methods and systems for configuring a media device such that the media device may

access networks in one or more physical location.

2. The Relevant Technology

[0003] As the value and use of information continues to increase, individuals and
businesses seek additional ways to process and store information. One option available
to users is information handling systems. An information handling system generally
processes, compiles, stores, and/or communicates information or data for business,
personal, or other purposes thereby allowing users to take advantage of the value of the
information. Because technology and information handling needs and requirements vary
between different users or applications, information handling systems may also vary
regarding what information is handled, how the information is handled, how much
information is processed, stored, or communicated, and how quickly and efficiently the
information may be processed, stored, or communicated. The variations in information
handling systems allow for information handling systems to be general or configured

for a specific user or specific use such as financial transaction processing, airline
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businesses seek additional ways to process and store information. One
option available 15 to users is information handling systems. An
information handling system generally processes, compiles, stores, and/or
communicates information or data for business, personal, or other
repeiposes, therehyiallowdng westeto takeashvaniageafithendlue ofithe qgiton,
information. Because technology and information handling needs and
infegiresnentadiary hobieen diferantusers orapRlicationsdRREMANON  fware
handling systems may also vary 20 regarding what information is handled,
cdiopotikerinfermation whapated (& ey cBuCh oGRS IIORE $SR9mation and
stored, or communicated, and how quickly and efficiently the information.
mmaynbi s onessednsioredmenaenmtcates THhe-Mariaiens dn infoHBaligRing
handling systems allow for information handling systems to be general or
syeggfigured for a specific user or specific use such as financial transaction
processing, airline info aim handling systems may include a variety of
[O6aH]warerand softwiate nompdiedts] thatsao heeanfiguad i RIORESS. ability
store, and communicate information and may include one or more
tocaistpibter systesing, tatdastdbageasysteiag candmeiorkieg, SYSerBs data, sports
[000410ne of the advantages afforded by technological improvements is
ddte abiitydadisteitite tatdigital)medideDigitdbwaedia (Begia NAYSIEYIAR0 various
Internet data, sports data, news data, weather data, etc.) can be
nefistrboteditcimedia devices siaweliicuswietwerkennaludiag dhe dnteraetasilite
well as wireless communication, such as satellite radio, WiFi, cellular
radeawdiits, erlidithedikenrkOCOE]Manikdifferent types of devices have been
developed to enjoy the growing availability and diversity of digital media.
[I98%icesanh asim@B plagers, portabla b ipayekscporabte @D playetsving
notebook computers, cellular telephones, personal digital assistants
a(PiDAS)varedediaenptedbiidstitesatiat daevinte rach withiigitahveediportable CD
Digital media can also be enjoyed on other non-portable devices a.s well
piayers agoteblesioiop adaysttensotebook computers, cellular telephones, personal

digital assistants (PDAs), are examples of devices that can interact with digital media.
- Digital media can also be enjoyed on other non-portable devices as well such as on desk
top computers.
[0006]  Digital media can be distributed to portable media devices via a cable
connection or wireless communication, such as satellite radio, WiFi, cellular networks,
and the like. A variety of media content providers are available for distributing music,
video, Internet data, sports, news, weather, and the like, to portable media devices.
[0007]  The portability of media devices allows users to take their portable devices to
different locations, such as a school, a library, a coffee shop, a hotel, a friend’s house,
on vacation, etc. While traveling with a media device, a user may desire to acquire

media content for the device. Often, media content providers are accessible by



[00061Digital media can be distributed to portable media devices via a
cable connection or wireless communication, such as satellite radio, WiFi,
cellular networks, and the like. A variety of media content providers are
available for distributing music, video, Internet data, sports, news,
comveatherianddtia tikeidotpariablgl hrdiatdericago @067 L Theipaitahilinef be
media devices allows users to take their portable devices to different
prépedtiansfBuckias aseloohatlhian, avweaffed shiop aadhetehta fsends having
house, on vacation etc. While traveling with a media device, a user may
avieshie teracekireftaetlieccctntentifostherdevie @ftemdmestiaioanteft accessing
providers are accessible by connecting the media device to an available
thaighararial bl doevien'a mestaldevicedmntst, bewpsopeoy contigifec (G ae@ass1 to
a particular network. Public and private locations having available
penietwotks oftestime steaveadiffereataaquirementslabld pracedures/falia devices
accessing that particular location's network. in general, a web browser
withtarfao isroegeirecptdiperdo nficth eave deSralyy dtep-tosuainaneassvioran
available network. Media devices without web browser capabilities often
[0p@8/e difficultyhirecicressinglsomne networks.0l 0008]T he subjedimattehat solve
claimed herein is not limited to embodiments that solve any disadvantages
angrdivatd opezgte onhrin @rvirterimients sudtvas ¢hoseicescribed dbavined above.
Rather, this background is only provided to illustrate one exemplary
Ragshndlogyeakgaowhérne somemvidedimehtstdescritbeckhengiarmayhbelogy area
practiced. BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
where some embodiments described herein may be practiced.




[0009]These and other limitations are overcome by embodiments of the
invention which relate to systems and methods for pre-configuring a
media device such that the media device may interface with media
content providers via one or more networks. This Summary is provided to

introduce a selectBRriefFconEeats iy asinplified-Jarrprthag are further
described below in the Detailed Description. This Summaryis not

[oiendeditesidenityckeyifeaiues Ofcssanrtipl CharagissiglicsQf he.claimedion
subject matter no s it intended to be used as an aid in determining the

whiapelalthe slaimecksubieshmater pROMIANapRoditnenidiselaged tar the
herein relates to systems and methods for pre-configuring a media device

ms6ithadthe mediadeviae Ay MEsess AR OpNAtRASSHNALON: NEENOH S works.
The method may be practiced in a system including a media device that

Thectives aortanbofdanidas dion mediEentaniaRpiders, e IIRWA K that
connection. The method comprises receiving a request from a media.

ardevidecfaeaniiess plovidedikyapirdaiesdined:destnation AR Kot intended
provider, determining the network admission requirements that are

toreguiiédidey tieetrseleotesdastinatipanaiwrk gravddgtineardesdor theter, nor is
media device to gain access to the destination network, generating

it agemidsion boupahebasedddn deesatisfie thadnissionitequirasaeniscandatter.
providing the admission coupon to the media device, wherein the

[t@dfMissiolncemponiméigudediteal e che iedia devieRt gain KcgRSS thr pre-
the selected destination network without the need for additional

cenftbemticatiosifromtive setbetéd destindtioitaeiwyarkcpsovidas: 00 k&mination
additional embodiment disclosed herein relates to a service center for

nggrovidingTan etwibidd authobiz atiectiirte iacesyetme enchrigngr snoseimediace that
devices and one or more destination network providers. The service

resene eunIptisesseavprocdssomonBiocanere ransdeivets fonttanstettingection.
data between the service center and the media devices and between the

Themtbaserstapang trectiastiratignenetwork predigdérs; saématyemgdolésctoby o
storing information required to authorize the media. devices to gain

PEcEsT ocd e SERBRIBIP R e WOYRSfrom this edtivation me ttior k grovidesimission
and a network admission module configured to process on e or more

TREHREFRIEOHS SIS eBupsnayhs edl enteth deatmissionetequirements to order for
authenticate the media devices and configured to provide the one or more

thietirsik derifissioreedupsssstértiiee redinatiovicwswing. (gesartmgren admission
network admission coupons configured to authenticate the media devices

CRURPAIPAEEeSE (e ddsthatersHervsuprEETs Avthoatiddgitionalimission
authentication steps by the media devices and the destination network

CORBYAIEr 19 BYPE Ao dl RS HhesAaRdsaigvasapes Witbhe meedoxtelow the
the description Which

media device to gain access to the selected destination network without the need for

additional authentication from the selected destination network provider.

[0011] An additional embodiment disclosed herein relates to a service center for
providing a network authorization interface between one or more media devices and one
or more destination network providers. The service center comprises: a pProcessor; one

or more transceivers for transferring data between the service center and the media




follows, and in part will be obvious from the description, or may be learned
by the practice of the teaching herein. The features and advantages of the
teaching herein may be realized and obtained by means of the
instruments and combinations particularly pointed out in the appended
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following description and appended claims, or may earnepcﬁ:)y i >
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OF THE DIRAWINGS 100131To further clarify the above and other

toad\antages andJeaturesQr the RIeseRtYeion2 %%(E)eargticgl!x%r a network

description of the invention will be rendered by reference to specific

aexmbodimentsi thereniudich ﬁf&@&%ﬁ@@f’ﬂ%@ﬁ&%ﬁ?ﬂﬁi&ﬁ ‘ﬁ"i@o‘%& 3% ased

L ons
appreciated that these drawings depict only typical embodiments o Yhe

oinvieniamasidiaredhreafera netiehe censidered Jmiting, oLits, ssopg.The.;
Cl é

invention will be described and explained with additional specificity an

pieidd theough dhenureRtdhielasaamRanngHRWINGs iﬁéﬁm%ices, t}%e one or
100141Figure 1 illustrates one embodiment of a schematic drawing or a

mpostable drieditnievieeicLPers Lngiie < IV SHRAES AREXRMRIG . devices to egain
environment in which a media device may be preconfigured to access on

acveretdestinblianatebMeskSork providers without additional authentication steps by
the media devices and the destination network providers.

[0012] Additional features and advantages will be set forth in the description which
follows, and in part will be obvious from the description, or may be learned by the
practice of the teaching herein. The features and advantages of the teaching herein may
be realized and obtained by means of the instruments and combinations particularly

pointed out in the appended claims. These and other features will become more fully

apparent from the following description and appended claims, or may be learned by the

practice of the invention as set forth hereinafter.



100161Figure 3 illustrates a schematic drawing of an embodiment of the
service center of Figure 2; 100171Figure 4 illustrates a flow chart of an
example method for pre-configuring a media device in the environment
illustrated in Figure 2 such that the media device may access networks

from one or morgpiRsBakloRatiTNON OGIBIEipR e Willdstrates an
example environment in which D media device, preconfigured in the

[o@rjironmehi-ilustiaterl ihiguie dnineydbaivalemenied tafewnoad present
media. content; and [0019]Figure 6 illustrates a flow chart of a method for

inwiilizingaanivieoanfigued sradia devicadendeniipad e diddefitentaidence to
predetermined destination network.

specific embodiments thereof which are illustrated in the appended drawings. It is

appreciated that these drawings depict only typical embodiments of the invention and

are therefore not to be considered limiting of its scope. The invention will be described

and explained with additional specificity and detail through the use of the

accompanying drawings in which:

[0014]  Figure | illustrates one embodiment of a schematic drawing of a portable

media device;

[0015]  Figure 2 illustrates an example environment in which a media device may be

preconfigured to access one more destination networks;

[0016]  Figure 3 illustrates a schematic drawing of an embodiment of the service

center of Figure 2;

[0017]  Figure 4 illustrates a flow chart of an example method for pre-configuring a

media device in the environment illustrated in Figure 2 such that the media device may

access networks from one or more physical locations;

[0018]  Figure 5 illustrates an example environment in which a media device,

preconfigured in the environment illustrated in Figure 2, may be implemented to

download media content; and

[0019]  Figure 6 illustrates a flow chart of a method for utilizing a preconfigured

media device to download media content via a predetermined destination network.




DETAILED DESCREPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS
[0020]In the following detailed description, reference is made to the
accompanying drawings which form a part hereof, and in which are shown
by way of illustration specific embodiments in which the invention may be

practipechAtis:to beundersiend diatpthenemhRNims s My Rgmiized

and structural changes may be made without departing from the scope of

[0dp® Present inveitions HAORLIFREAURASEs RIS AISCIAsUre:an compan ing

infounation handling system may include any instrumentality or aggregat

dretiRstrumentatiies operalledorcompute, classify. MRCHSSy TARSH? iustration

receive retrieve, originate, switch, store, display, manifest, detéct, record,

speRfedia haesie Ok utiliz RN iem Rl infowuation; iptelligance, LAt ood

for business, scientific, control, or other purposes. For example, an

thinfermeakian fanding SYStemHRYRe:Rd REIRANE] CARMRUIEH A BETNREK without
storage device, or any other suitable device and may vary in size, shape,

dperoraneehiunstonalifk mastRrigediig infonnation handling system
may include random access memory (RAM one or more processing

[06230Urces: ShEB REACeRi &l IRCERSINY AikaRdd) 1RLARFIWOER A may include
software control logic, ROM, and/or other types of nonvolatile memory.

additienatsamponenteaiiie fannatioshandingpsysRMdNahpsitde assify,
one or more disk drives, one or more network ports for co unicating

pexteEnaldevice setedscasarall asorarious, IRPLCRNGore, display, manifest, detect,
record, reproduce, handle, or utilize any form of information, intelligence, or data for
business, scientific, control, or other purposes. For example, an information handling
system may be a personal computer, a network storage device, or any other suitable
device and may vary in size, shape, performance, functionality, and price. The
information handling system may include random access memory (RAM), one or more
processing resources such as a central processing unit (CPU) or hardware or software
control logic, ROM, and/or other types of nonvolatile memory. Additional components
of the information handling system may include one or more disk drives, one or more
network ports for communicating with external devices as well as various input and
output (I/O) devices, such as a keyboard, a mouse, and 2 video display. The
information handling system may also include one or more buses operable to transmit
communications between the various hardware components.

[0022]  Embodiments of the invention relate to systems and methods for configuring

a media device to access a network. A media device can be pre-configured to a

particular network such that the media device has access to that network at the




output WO devices such as a keyboard, a mouse, and a video display.
The info nation handling system may also include one or more buses
operable to transmit communications between the various hardware
components. [0022]Embodiments of the invention relate to systems and

appReiRiadstiok CONfigUIAG18saeridcd @G80 AAGRES aJNGRMON PuliediRves the
device can he pre-configured to a particular network such that the media
uselevies has aearsstio H1adAAMMIK BB ork connectivity when the network is

mitially encountered.

[0023]  Since many media content providers are accessible only via a network such
as the Internet, a media device may connect to a network in order to gain access to
media content available from the media content provider. Typically, a device may
access the Internet via a personal computer or a laptop with Internet access. For
example, a media device may be configured to connect directly to a USB port on a
computer and media content can be downloaded by the computer and stored or
synchronized on the device. However, since an Internet-accessible computer 1s not
always available or because a given compute may not recognize a particular device, a
user may desire to access media content directly from a network without the use of a
computer. For example, a user may desire to access media content directly from several
different locations, such as from school, work, a library, a coffee shop, a friend’s house,
a hotel, ete. Thus, the media device should be configured to directly interface with the
particular network at each different location. Configuring a device for a particular
location or for a particular network associated with the location can eliminate the need
to have the assistance of a computer or browser.

[0024]  As previously mentioned, many networks often have certain procedures,
requirements, or conditions that should be satisfied before access to the network is
granted. In fact, many public and private networks require that a user accept certain
terms and conditions of use and some require paiyment before allowing a user to access
the network. Most of the applications used by networks to allow a user access are

configured to interface with the user via a web browser. Since many media devices do




appropriate time. This enables devices achieve network connectivity and
relieves the user from the difficulty of establishing network connectivity
When the network is initially encountered. tO0O23Since many media
content providers are accessible only via a network such as the Internet, a

ndneeia dexdsemay-ceapastiiRa MebyosksnREdeltergaiNaceasaA0-Medigs culs
content available from the media content provider. Typically, a device may

toafoess the ABieuIR! it ayRRSeNBbeamPWeh Rl ARIARWERHIIRMEE o access
access. For example, a media device may be configured to connect

a i@ty feot W25 QemeN S oBRLIies 3nthHedid GORERESAR B&: cannot fill out
downloaded by the computer and stored or synehron zed on the device.

thilowgvieed sifieenan dotefneiraceassibl ez rBpMIRIISNBE ahWaY S ANAHADIZ BF ent
because a given compute may not recognize a, particular device, a user

infoay dasiretto FCHsS FRaCON e MAireety SEom R JeIwWark WIthowbile ; user
use of a computer. For example, a user may desire to access media

acoitaht diredtiy fron severahdiferestiiocationsorsuehhas fFamnseRater
work. alibrary, a coffee shop, a. friend's house, a. hotel, etc. Thus, the

[0¢%Fia dEwvibedshentd bé configusedde direilintediass witla the-pREICYIRAT pre.
network at each different location. Configuring a device for a particular
cdobationorfonalpartisidar netwirk assosiated wdthcthevlcatiorrtanwith media
eliminate the need to have the assistance of a. computer or browser,
cA0B4)As Previvushnmentione demanlys nitaoiks PftefbRAVE-ERIMAIN device may
procedures, requirements, or conditions that should be satisfied before
irgbetssitatihe e granteddnfasttimansytpubliednd @fivatanieteeiis reuittsion
that a user accept certain terms and conditions of use and some require
cpaymentbefdie dtowing auBerttoationess themnetvark tMogtafiiieon network

applications used by networks to allow a user access are configured to
piptedRicdowith theesrsér Vidha wehderowser iSinceimany deeldia dewigesdon and
not have a web browser capabilities, or because the size of the screen
alezies isaifficeitiorbrwdes thesreanorkeit Mayicohbeapassinle favipiiafye the
configure the device to access a network from the network itself because,
dgiiproctigeptispwierddiieertbanaot il cutthaetuite o fovls; accepk theess
tens and conditions of use, provide payment
providers to determine the admission requirements of each provider. The service center
allows a device user to perform the necessary access requirements such that an
admission coupon may be generated and provided to the media device allowing access
to the networks and media content providers.
[0026]  When interfacing with the service center, a media device may create and
register a new device configuration, access an existing device configuration, or acquire
an admission coupon without registering a device configuration. Device configurations
may be assoclated with a particular device using a unique device serial number

provided by the device manufacturer.  Registering the device configuration with the

service center causes the service center to store the particular configuration associated




infomiution, etc. By pre-configuring a media device to access outside
networks a user avoids the problems associated with accessing a network
without a web browser. 100251Embodiments (v= the invention relate to
systems and methods for pre- configuring a media device such that the
witiedigtievierdnadeinterfaeechwith edia COREERS RIAVICEISVIRONBHRIMG orks
networks directly. Pre-configuring the device may include creating a
ardeviiedi canfiguration with asewisedcenenand resalving RIMISSAF suration is
coupons (or other than of authentication or payment) to the destination
regeteredkitbviides-tedhecnecesase: Mg arivieeccapbelMaRtalnst Mation with
device configuration and allows a user to perfoim device association and
mdéiptednacnagdrueatdypipdifging ther devicencanfigusationviaaddition, heice
service center interfaces with the network access providers to detejurine
nithetademissiand egdirémentstofeeact @rovidanriherservice eenteralows@ the
device user to perfoiru the necessary access requirements such that an
naddissioat ediupenomayibeigenessiédnand providechidithesmediamdevigenber of
allowing access to the networks and media content providers.
mf@leetVireritinterfacing withctliederitice cenien}a media dexfoaiaayn may be
create and register a. new device configuration, access an existing device
uglonfigdrationtior acquire anadriissiendcadpvmithautsegisterisgiaidevit®ice
configuration. Device configurations may be associated with a particular
cofdgventising Tansrficptie dellicesseriatnonsbar phovidetk biethe: denfoguration with
manufacturer. Registering the device configuration with the service center
fosals asahbasersice foenter vhistoresthel garticetaecotifigsatiom adisociatest and
with a certain media device hereby allowing a user to manage the
negfgstilation networks and media content providers associated therewith.
Once a device. configuration is registered with the se ce, center, a user
[H&Y) chdesedbiassbsiatevisatcentHiguastids Witlkmmidtiplé alesieesedor made to
example, 1n en a user buys another media device, the new device may be
thesa@uistsa vdyilsa extisting teviteeesnfigur dtiothsednasihe ysepoars wbenged
the new device at all the locations designated in the existing configuration.
OTHRAAGFISEiCBE PhEfice GBIRESS. e i dse b Shiatetwithtaaptitiowdre device
_device configuration may be unlimited, Further, a user may also add
I ARISHRATIRBY ST TAR C i <Heg g6 ViU Eesifigariation. otikis fetore refioivenzents.
user to share the user's device configuration with family members and
(9028l ikg TR dy shas it e semehel megrcedhte seand neworksured to
[00271in addition,the service center may also determine when changes
durethidgests the AdRAESREAYRLSirdmERRicand agarien Kisure thalvgre by way
admission coupon is changed or updated to reflect these changes.
OASVERRIGABLN! HHRBHETrés HEH Tk URE tieTi e e At sagt Barkiker (MP3
Immune o changes to authentication or other network requirements.
DB ST Rlgtre A& SRS HnoBboRtfHEn o ARy CeTAmatEaf IBatop computer,
pre-configured to directly access one or more networks, Examples of the
a&&i)fé&%@ﬁ%‘%ﬁiﬁcﬁ?&é’%y%%%%%?ﬂb@%ﬁa ABE hsitdtiory, anEsempanation
radio.device, a portable audio player (1v1P3 player or iPod'i, a portable IV
O BRSO DRSS B WHBIGB Eoff GO Soaficvices, b
tele h}(gle, 1 ersonal %%ital assﬁstant (PDA), and the like or any .
OREAbINALOH tHETe 5t BRISTATWAAES TP OSSR RIATGdRETANg T ERYY i used with
0&%“%2'%@39%@ devices, but one of skill in the art can appreciate that
embodimants of tREHVERTEA CARHS TS RER Sther devices able to
access media content o ork
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10029]Typically, the device 100 includes a display 102 that can convey
nfonnation to the iset of the device. For example, V\_/hen the dewce_. 100
renders digital audio data, the display 102 may indicate the song title, the
artist, the album title, the track number, the length of the track ar!d the like
nati devi ' terface |
oozsny copphinationdhersel TheiAeyies 100,850 jncludes a user in t
[ 10? (Zucfgﬁas C%Ii’ltl’d buttons, touch screen',sgclg amﬁggam%aﬁltf’ 8’?&’.@)de; guon
SR : i 104, by, |
to MRaRs vidingdn . - dhe usepinterface 1
OWay of g?r%le,benib%g ?gg%r%%%%%%e SE‘&%?E’%F& éﬁ%s gfgﬁé ?ﬁg&éiam

; ' red on y.108 of: the device 100 or to
P avigate Ao e et e e S AP PCEeed to e

thextapalSaHEce 7. that i§1§t9£%%9%r¥§?%<9§éﬁ8§ﬁ%%05 &%%f“s‘?ﬁénégéf?cﬁgo also

104 may enable a user to switch to another channel, such as'in satél

in¢adies angihenmseseleat ?éﬁ@hcgé‘téeh%? 9@&&{@ ?&%o% OS]::lne1 %digacgcrﬁlev%t'input)
The display 102 and user interface 104 on a preconfigure,d device may

ctallow @iiesen dansedeqiberesapliacation dom g ist ‘%fh%V@éftfé‘%erface 104, by
destination network admission coupons. [0030]The content 11

waepresentsilifferapldypessef madianeiuging digital '{fﬁ%d&gg_irﬁgﬁa%nd%g&% l%‘?g gther

received .by the device 100. Examples of the content 1107Inclu

conemliniiteds taoetigital thusieialkaugio.datadelpvision data, movie %ﬁ(téa %ff(rgorm

podcasts, sports data, weather data, news data, Internet dot’, and t

anpriagyaCoradinatiosneerend: khecanienhldcandha eibgrdigital.or stored on

analog in nature. Th memory 108 of the device can be used to store

thedatent diotRruser ane/oicdevicendaiadine MeMAY L84 SXHP 1annel,

may store digital music and/or video, graphics, play lists, user

supreferencesittevicei settingsicantidheiike QlapyeMBIPANORINGIRO o ¢ media
100311Figure 2 illustrates one example of an environment in which a

comedia TevitepR021 0ayndepreaosfigeraoite @%%Weewgﬁ% allow a
different physical locations.

user to select her present location from a list of available destination network admission
coupons.

[0030]  The content 110 represents different types of media including digital media
that may be received by the device 100. Examples of the content 110 include, but are
not limited to, digita’i’music, talk audio data, television data, movie data, podcasts,
sports data, weather data, news data, Internet data, and the like or any combination
thereof. The content 110 can be either digital or analog in nature. The memory 108 of
the device can be used to store content or other user and/or device data. The memory
108, for example, may store digital music and/or video, graphics, play lists, user
preferences, device settings, and the like or any combination thereof,

[0031]  Figure 2 illustrates one example of an environment in which a media device

202 may be preconfigured to interface with networks in different physical locations.
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Figure 2 includes a system 200 for enabling a media device 202 to create
and register a device configuration such that the media device 202 may
interface with multiple destination network providers 210a, 210b and 210c.
The system 200 also includes a service center 212, which may be
FiEXRCUNG Ql-Sarvel Sampytel(E).for interfacing between the media device
02 and desiinat%;l network accae{ggngr%\rlllJ ers 210° ﬁ'zg“sté)r\cnrg%t%éﬂ SFEtYT @
denay ¢ icate Jyish the media device 202 directly or through a network
215, as iliustrated.sin Figure 2. As%%egsc(%glecg ingefgl 3hér}tee|rn?$ﬁews1§?vf83mple
deRERIELA I MR HTaRESNAID 7 mg%’g@ i ndthe destination network
providers 210 toqsgtié}fy network a m%%él{o%?r(g:quiirtg%s & gné?lzé)%rao%dg‘%des a
seidRissipr,coypog, forthe mediadeyies Jo gain access 1o ihe destination. .
network. Further, the servgi[}:)e center 21% mogy%lé%%sg%n%gurtgé'ss)tefr%énlélt&%}c ne
oeaienar e ce.corfigyialion AS ARIEE epiaLalion wiihamaybe
used to manage device associations, car, be shared amo g multiplé™
seflavicesmand/er mullipleiserRal0032I The mediadevics 20 élpe?& I%ﬂ%ggﬁgh a
for example, any of the devices described in reference to Figure 1. The

ndeAiaeniantintavidens 294 204R; 6@&%9&1&094{%%‘{3& n? 04) smrgfycg%enter

representative of media sources providing digital me at'may

2 IreGaiverdby therdevices @02 yRically ,tﬁe%géﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬁ%{%é& %fcé%?é‘e’}seci’?@ to

to a network to access the media content providers 204. The

saCON@BLRSEY KIRFS: £ PI@VRE SONIERSIRFAHgBWRIGH Qdﬂsgcﬁg}%y BPIRINedia
ran

music, Internet data, video, podcasts, text data, and the like y

dserahinationdberenf dkxemplanmedinaontertioyidess 204 may nelyde, .

by way of example, satellite sources including digital radio and video,

usiehte siEiab o uCe SidRUSIS HavNiPads ReNKIGERPARI O BFSE\HQM%%@QQM,

the like or any combination thereof. The media content providers 204 may

wincludenfree serdces thalamaydecacenssaddige ofchargeAlternaly ellyultiple
the media content providers 204 may include pay services that may only

ddvécacendsedhhitiplientswho are billed a predetermined amount, for
example, a monthly charge, or a charge that is based on volume of usage.

[0B32therTincen the knadia TODtRRT PrOVECRD2O4MAY, eiPeF PIONIHE.-0P8  cribed
access to the public, oay require user authentication. As will be

mapgeciatedo fdrithosel mediascentént REAMIHEr sralRABIBUSEIAL, and 204c
authentication, no content or services will be provided To a device 202

(cthizctivds AOH providesthepreperiadtheieatiof A3 314VAastinalion media that
network provider 210 refers to a network access provider of any network
meyRaragsoremay tesin teaztess withahediandevice\202mainee thalpadiao »
device 202 may be portable, a user may want to use the device to access
naiyetia teorrterss providets 204 omidifécent phySicaklecatiansesush Asas 204
coffee shop school, a place of employmenlibrary, a friend's house, a hotel,
matchpsdestinatiorgetork prosdderay obtain music, Internet data, videc, podcasts,

text data, and the like or any combination thereof. Exemplary media content providers
204 may include, by way of example, satellite sources including digital radio and video,
terrestrial sources, music downloads services, peer to peer networks, and the like or any
combination thereof. The media content providers 204 may include free services that

may be accessed free of charge. Alternatively, the media content providers 204 may
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refers to the network service provider of the particular location in which the
media device 202 is used to access the media content providers 204. For
example, if a user wanted to access media content providers 204 while
visiting the home of a friend who has access to the Internet through a

inBREHECYaY IRternel seryice proidsr, H%eréébgs&%gmt@@ﬂgt%% E’%Vigﬁged 2

. is the particular Internet service provider subscribéd to by provider 2

prgﬁmﬂﬁétiﬂﬁgﬁﬁwwg&ﬁ@{i%ﬁ&%ﬂ‘(ﬁ?&%&%@%@é %faﬁ%@"’{ﬁ&”ls based on

network provider 210 may provide access to any netwo at Is

v&ﬁm@%@M%g@Ih Fh@c}%ﬁ\ﬂ&%s 202, 9edhe madia ﬁ%yﬁl@s{)%ﬁ'qﬁ"gﬁ %Qﬁe?rb%vide

may include, by way of example, satellite networks, 802.11 networks,

orREraenak GOMRUIEHINSTWOHS, (R&irk Al WAL igless netwprks &ﬁ;ge’ciated,

Blue tooth, WiFi), cellular networks, telephony networks (e.g., landline or

foP SbMnfdala aehuarks ae-lnternel . apd.the Aﬂ?’tﬁe@ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁq{@ RIRRLOD: services
thereof. [0035]The service center 212 receives one or more data streams

wA0B:fRevitha edisvice 202 that does not provide the proper authentication.

[0033] A destination network provider 210 refers to a network access provider of
any network that a user may desire to access with media device 202. Since the media
device 202 may be portable, a user may want to use the device to access media content
providers 204 from different physical locations, such as a coffee shop, a school, a place
of employment, a library, a friend’s house, a hotel, etc. A destination network provider
refers to the network service provider of the particular location in which the media
device 202 1s used to access the media content providers 204, For example, if a user
wanted to access media content providers 204 while visiting the home of a friend who
has access to the Internet through a particular Internet service provider, then the
destination network provider is the particular Internet service provider subscribed to by
the friend. Typically, the service center 212 communicates with a destination network
provider 210 via the destination network provider’s website.

[0034] A destination network provider 210 may provide access to any network that
1s compatible with the devices 202 or the media content providers 204 and may include,
by way of example, satellite networks, 802.11 networks, personal computer networks
(e.g., LAN, WAN), wireless networks (e.g., Bluetooth, WiFi), cellular networks,

telephony networks (e.g., landline or PSTN), data networks, the Internet, and the like or

any combination thereof.
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device 202, and likewise receives one or more data streams 21.6 from
one or more of the media content troviders 204 and/or destination network
providers 210. Exemplary data streams 208 and 216 include, by way of
example, wired and wifeless computer networks (LAN, WAN, Internet.

[00YHTI. WY iy ey ReEdgerNewvarks . GPRS . 206, he like)$atellite te media

signals, terrestrial signals, and the like or any other reasonable data

destteamasnuellasitdedatadissll. JORGIAIhough. Hustated AS A SIDHIS e of the

entity,service center 212 can be implemented in a distributed computing

m&hYicoRMawhese PekarTeRIIAMISshEIReaL BT I8IN05e PreSesSiNgy data

devices that are linked (either by hardwired linkswireless links, or by a
suepmbinatiomef hardwird ansywitaless ligkmhthrougha CamMMRIE QR Snputer
network. [00371Referring now to Figure 3, a more detailed depiction is
neprevidad afther seveigenter, 2% Thasarvice penten 1R Mayiinelvgde ong me
or more transceivers 302 (e.g., hetwork interface cards, switches. etc.) for
liksansdeiling dattelbetwesniiselfant OpgiomM e partakhle MRHIRAeVO8S data
and also between itself and one or more media content providers. The
stiranscenara30R mayiteaiude both wired and wireless transceivers for
communicating with any of the destination network providers 210, devices

[028@ andamiesligicdiitenbpoviders 2@sThesagvicacapterel sy tanthesn be
include one or more memory modules 306 for storing data received from

inthe:deriees2@2Jithe estinatignisivanprovidersand Frem the padianed by
content providers 204. For stance, the memory 306 may include one or

lombeadnappirgptables inclieding infarmatiok abeuhdeyicas 202 cdestinatianiess

network providers 210 and/or media content providers 204, such as the
lirkguirémentsmenessaryftbadeess aphrtictles destination aetwomkmitioatons

device 202. The service center 212 may also include a processor 304
nagpefigured to provide general .purpose processing for he various modules

of the service center as circumstances warrant. 100381As further
[03Ekratetk fmsomeosmivodigents the ervidetetated @l 2imaysalgovided of the
service center 212. The service center 212 may include one or more transceivers 302
(e.g., network interface cards, switches, etc.) for transferring data between itself and one
or more portable media devices and also between itself and one or more media content
providers. The transceivers 302 may include both wired and wireless transceivers for
communicating with any of the destination network providers 210, devices 202 and
media content providers 204. The service center 212 may further include one or more
memory modules 306 for storing data received from the devices 202, the destination
network providers and from the media content providers 204. For instance, the memory
306 may include one or more mapping tables including information about devices 202,

destination network providers 210 and/or media content providers 204, such as the

requirements necessary to access a particular destination network with a device 202.
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include a network admission module 308. Network admission module 308
may be configured to ensure that a media device is properly configured
such that it may be able to gain access to a particular destination network.
For example, network admission module 308 may communicate with the

TIReSHNRIOR AW OrkpI O ia 0d-l0 SRISIEIING 04 configured to provide general
ne. what information and/or procedures are required for admission to a

pugstinatieRatwark. lhe.Rabyokagmissionimade 308 may.alsaldentifyces
any hardware settings that may be needed to access the corresponding

whebtwork. This information may then be provided to the device 202 upon
request as will be described in more detail to follow. The network

[0agBpissian faBtiel 3R mayibecoamphisediRlanfiarte-Nardwate b anyy aiso
combination of software and hardware as circumstances wan-ant.

inRA3Y Referenceiisavn masiilto Figuredwhish ilustales:ARiexamBlenay be
method of pre-configuring a media device in the environment illusuated in

cdnifjpiec@ sushthaihhie; Mmegiaidavcs MAyRBCeSSHANOKSHIAM PR&Phe able
more physical location. For example, a user may to take a business trip

toagelimayssisi to sawaleaddanadiaiconienida: a Medix 4evice e staigsion
in a hotel during the trip. One of skill in the aft can appreciate that the

moétioskcanhecaeessedtonanyipuipase:vh sk woay Jrelied 204 to determine
downloading media content. 10040]While making reservations at

wharrticiolan fvotehnd/at anytime defiere:therét Fothaseiomay vesibnthiahthework.
hotel has an available network that can be accessed and configure a

Theediardevisdrtzaccessdiiat Tstwork Simildetyifa usehmaymdshimaceeasmay
other networks inch may be located near the hotel, such at a. local coffee

bshegiet fromcasptivatemetwarknat eplade oftemploymenh Res-aonfigupingided
the device via a local network, as illustrated in Figure 2, ensures that the
tcdévdcgewitk B 2 apable ofuiete faciild bdatlkddheipattioutaseeteorkin thikow. The

destination location,

network admission module 308 may be comprised of software, hardware, or any
combination of software and hardware as circumstances warrant.

[0039]  Reference is now made to Figure 4, which illustrates an example method of
pre-configuring a media device in the environment illustrated in Figure 2 such that the
media device may access networks from one or more physical location. For example, a
user may plan to take a business trip and may wish to download media content to a
medie device while staying in a hotel during the trip. One of skill in the art can
appreciate that the network can be accessed for any purpose, which may included
downloading media content.

[0040]  While making reservations at particular hotel or at anytime before the trip,

the user may verify that the hotel has an available network that can be accessed and

configure a media device to access that network. Similarly, a user may wish to access
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[0041]in one embodiment, a user can directly connect the media device to
a home computer or laptop which is connected to the Internet, thereby
allowing the media device to access 402 the service center via the
Internet. The service center may he accessed by the media device 202
otiptheswingstivRicHraLg B Al ieerlneiwatk a8 s, Uustratad Jn FigR 2 BNESrom
in communication with the service center 212 user may provide 404
a pegigdatiendnfomatignan¢/oedgusenidentification o e, SREVIRS LNl BYocal
entering a usuliame and password, a distinctive device serial number, or
neByrRIkglinfeituationtigidentity dhr.devictThe identinbeftherieWetrerfacing
including the make and model of the device, may have some relevance to
witheldeyieecenniguratiomasdeigiminedby-thg service center. [0042]A user
may then communicate 406 the particular destinations networks that the
[00agglia deviee shodldhencanfigureal@Reaessoin dherexaunle RF&H$8R home
planning a business trip, the user may pre-configure the media device to
cobgpatate do ppoessiheavailablenetverkial the-helelinWNChIRRANS the media
staying. In one embodiment, the user enters the hotel information into a
defaut pravdded BYXHecsemmice crnter, For exampeetsinghe webi &y Quser. e be
service center 212 then uses the hotel identification information to contact
acthesdé stinatiomreiwaiky proitereathidrediialand abtaiph4084be netwerk as is
admission requirements. Alternatively, the destination network providers
illmapteistEipwitd theserviceocenter suth thihthe kietoeatiarrequiredde may
pre-configure the device is a ready available for use by the service center.
pro0i3MB wengtitiocafimunicationl thedeetecodeatinissionodadde 308 @fier by
the service center 212 may receive or otherwise determine the admission
enfequizemertsdhat anpapticuiar destihiatioctinetdstkprevicden2ifetalls far other
before a media device is allowed to access the destmation network. For
Inéxample, thedadniissioniesquireitentsentay ifchidéchint, arelndinkimitechtie and
accepting certain terms and conditions of use, agreeing to comply with
medriaintlicensing proceauresvandosecurdyragglationse ptevidingousemration as
identification information, providing device configuration infoiuiation,
dsepvidiedybpribe perymentfioiruse, and the like or any combination thereof.
For instance, some destination network providers 210 may only grant
[08dedss 1o Mssitadaniiberciaevicets 04 timagomlerofdtimaestinatiorrks that
networks may charge for a subscription and require proof of payment, or
thhEgdstideitien shetilbhe srovidaremsy reepsire thaba vseriadtressebnning a
home phone number be provided prior to access being granted, it will be
bugipretited tisatithe HAMESTAVRGUiPctie medaagariciutie btacdnditions the
as circumstances warrant, Thus, the admission requirements may include
avglpblq RSN EitaE AUestihaferindwvsrkipyuideit s esbeforecitiniile user
‘gram_permission to a media device 202 to he able to access the
CRIEStiH4BA FetiieTRAIoD 4t stie erbdeiientsesRviceesttié example
network providers 210 may have a preexisting relationship with service
UEBAtér FED AR mAYh AT SENTEERIn Ty UM et nfsthationi dersifiption
. stored in meinor 306, for example in a mapping table. When a destination
IN{RRRBHCH B\ ioRES1 BuBel A Hate s PreBsaxifrg refadwstigndinbtre 408 the
service center 212, the service center 212 may perform an initialization
n?&%?ﬁ%eﬁ%??@&rﬁ?@&ﬂ'm%tfh & HESHREY R ARSI RIRRAST 29 yoviders may

determine the admission requirements which may then be stored in the
re@g}ﬁrowrg € service center such that the information required to pre-configure the

device 1s already available for use by the service center.
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100451The request for the admission to the destination network from the
media device 202 may be sent to and received by the service center 212.
That is, the request for the admission to the destination network directed
to the service center 212 rather than preceding directly to the destination

[00&3vorkrRroyidarZ Lo s.thalRarvice canter 232, 0aN ﬁ%c%@ 4h gﬁg%rﬁ%: %rvice

between the media device 202 and the destination network provider 21

celRsadisly the adpission requrementsas willbg.explaingd in {‘l ggﬁ%tég”that a

[0046] In response to the request, service center- 212, specifica

paRebuarkiadmissioRmRAKIS-308Mmay determingmhat infermation e jwed to

destination network provider 210 requires before it will grant permission to

adhgmedinsgexies 9% JR Sanie &%’ﬁ%!@ﬁ@&%&@&&ﬂ@&%@%ﬂ& i&é?%ﬂ&ude,

by accessing the mapping table in memory 306. Alternatively, the

padrRissiohinfandationmay beascessedairestly fam dhesmedia contentmyiy

provider. [0047]Once the network admission module 308 has determined

wiliecaflAMiSEIRAsIeE WHSEBEHS faldRedeslinationiDRIMAH: e SRIMCE-AERAS on

212 will ask the user to perfouu 410 the network gdmi_sspn requirgments.
inkefexam ma)aia@lga@arvmakmgﬁ@tm@\fmﬂ%mﬁg%@ﬁiﬁ@ﬂmﬂgw for

as an address or the like and/or accept the erms and conditions of use for

udhefiestinatieronabybmblagdidiiaRee. Mediadenice canfigutationonfotwork
ation in be required. If the media device- 202 has a preexisting

prelationshipkbe @ervigencentes 212 Isueblasumregisterssdevice time. Some of
configuration, then this info atioa\, have been previously stored in memory

th3Qeaindtivayde @tcessediay i servibecaenter 242.4QR4848dPONpayment, or
satisfaction of the admission requirements by the user the service

the destination network provider may require that a user’s addresses or home phone
number be provided prior to access being granted. It will be appreciated that the
admission requirements may include other conditions as circumstances warrant. Thus,
the admission requirements may include any requirement that a destination network
provider desires before it will grant permission to a media device 202 to be able to
access the destination network.

[0044]  In some embodiments, some destination network providers 210 may have a
preexisting relationship with service center 212 and thus may have admission
requirement information already stored in memory 306, for example in 2 mapping table.
When a destination network provider 210 does not have a preexisting relationship with
the service center 212, the service center 212 may perform an initialization routine upon

connection to the destination network provider 210 to determine the admission

requirements, which may then be stored in the memory 306.
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center 212 will convey the required i.nibnnation to the destination network
provider 210. In one example, this may be accomplished by the service
center 212 generating digital certificate which is sent to the destination
network provider 210. The digital certificate may include a timestamp or

[094B¢r INforMALQRIoHraserye-Adesord Otfnmégaﬂmi%t&%%%%k%h%edia

digital certificate is received and verified by the destination networ

ddievister 210 dhe.deglinalion petwark provider.210 wl li§§uefﬁ&t21é”,‘q e request

admission coupon via the service center. The admission coupon is then

fologded:Akdante the mediadgvics 202 1 Be-ALMISSINn LoURORIMAY PO 85t

data structure or the like that includes at least enough of the information

theegaed erthamedia dpyiges204ilR IR B HISSIEN 1©18CCeE N vice center

destination network. The authentication coupon may also include the DNS

2 dghgsscfars the idested patmeikin agditione e agmission CRANBIAYetwork

include instructions that configure the hardware and/or software media

prderiee2202e-Beraie teampURicae ARG YMIthBedestinaliRRre detail.
network provider 210. The-media device 202 - then allowed to access the

[0d@sTination-a@meEk oy REoYIdng The-AdRISSIARCOUPORIRAM ATy the network
communication with the network, as will be described in more detail.

adR0sYAssevieusty dassribrebadneission GarpanRyW inelugedlhabthe ctwork

information that is necessary for device 202 to gain nen mission to access

pihe die stinadgnire thedskevithaubthe: peadifeloseparate adiadditionaby. In some
authentication from the destination network provider. [0051]There may be

eraisotimstasn cbsk thafceaisaionesan raereyohibesdestinationpaiwerke in memory
providers 210 to update or change their admission requirements from time

300. tinlecrrahexampledths desiifatiaamatmarkopratieaemarkadd foReWe media
data field to the required infonnation or may change an existing data field.
cdsendlpheipgreciated, the updated or changed admission information may
render a previously authenticated device unable to access the destination
[d9dByork OAclvahtageosusly, embaiimentadeti3es has determined the admission
requirements for the destination network, the service center 212 will ask the user to
perform 410 the network admission requirements. For example, the user may need to
provide identification information such as an address or the like and/or accept the terms
and conditions of use for the destination network. In addition, the media device
configuration information may be required. If the media device 202 has a preexisting
relationship with the service center 212 such as a registered device configuration, then
this information may have been previously stored in memory 306 and may be accessed
by the service center 212,
[0048]  Upon satisfaction of the admission requirements by the user, the service

center 212 will convey the required information to the destination network provider

210. In one example, this may be accomplished by the service center 212 generating a
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present invention make the device immune to some changes in the
admission requirements. 100521As discussed above, network admission
module 308 communicates with the destination network providers 210 and
determines the admission requirements. Accordingly, the network

di@emissianmodule 398 mavalse deterany.| R%%%?éa?hv‘%‘cg%eﬁb‘? e digital

admission requirements when in communication with the destination

ccABRRLLIOVINRIR 210 same BMRUIMER ACHAN0E LD INe AJNISEIRN e
requirements may trigger an alert which notifies the user that a
trd€euihientication may be necessary before the user is allowed access to

the network in the future. The form of the notification may include, but is

[oogs1limiteddoa media devicelar 'iﬂe@ei%@%eifeﬁﬁé& o 4l ggg‘ﬁ%la’tion nefwork

notification Thus allowing the user to avoid a lapse in network access. The

proAWeAdTISBION EQMHIRIM BRI dNaYRe gloretyin, g memery, 3 %gniﬁse%%m Qoupon

embodiments. [00531The network admission module 308 m

vigenesaia @ ReMadmissiameaRo Resedk Rt e irdated Qrehanged. . device

authentication information. The new admission coupon may be provided

20 aThedigndavise 2040 anpswe thatthedryice retaingtheabilitio e 1oact

access to the desired destination network provider. [0054]in some

er@mbosiimenisohnneyhaeipiseiotheouRan Mmakbeprevided 9. iNemediti cess

device 202 when service center 212 receives a new request fro_m the
thel@eigiaifiosuaivesabodimentsemhare theomrdiadevics 2R RIBIPDNS address

authentication after initially

for the desired network. In addition, the admission coupon may include instructions
that configure the hardware and/or software media device 202 to be able to
communicate property with the destination network provider 210. The media device
202 1s then allowed to access the destination network by providing the admission
coupon upon communication with the network, as will be described in more detail.
[0050]  As previously described, admission coupon will include all of the information
that is necessary for device 202 to gain permission to access the destination network
without the need for separate or additional authentication from the destination network
provider.

[0051]  There may be circumstances that cause one or more of the destination
network providers 210 to update or change their admission requirements from time to
time. For example, the destination network provider may add a new data field to the
required information or may change an existing data field. As will be appreciated, the

updated or changed admission information may render a previously authenticated

device unable to access the destination network., Advantageously, embodiments of the
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communicating withce center 212, the service center 212 may
automatically provide the new admission coupon to the media device 202.
Thus, the media device 202 is at least partially immune to any changes to
the admission recuirements as the service center 212 performs all the

preQekisits, Brasesaingohichanges tathe Admission CouRR The Mediaim;ssion
device 202 simply receives the new coupon and is thus able to

reG@RMURicate with the desired destination network, 100551As will he
appreciated, it may be desirable for a media device 202 to he

[oasthenticated 4o more thanene.tesiinatian etk providehatQeates with the
Accordingly, the process described above may be repeated such that

dR66a88:1S geanted faromess; than ongdeslinalitRNelwOorKRIQYIHerequirements.
100561For example, a device '202 may have access to destination

Abedvirkipravidgedoa «dhesslevicerdiZmay alse beautherized he BYdates or

service center 212 to access the network of destination network provider

chdhgbsandine 24RELRINGINErBHRGRSSHIRSCIDRIMRANRAIVSOME the destination
embodiments an admission coupon may be generated for each

nélesitationaetveark nrouees HMkbanfena areHRing f estinatiapnebuatents
- providers and provided to the device 202. In other embodiments, a single

madraiggienseospanriay hetgrpenatedethaipiovides thecreaditgsdy be necessary
infonnation for authentication to all the destination network providers 210.

bdibrts theREncipla® etthedessant invendtianllow the Kendce TROES LS the
to provide admission coupons for multiple destination network providers to

netideviten 202y [000dd likewise; Hheiednociplesdailievise st inventipreald, or
the service center 212

an email notification. Thus, allowing the user to avoid a lapse in network access. The
new admission requirements may be stored in the memory 306 in some embodiments.
{0853]  The network admission module 308 may then generate a new admission
coupon based on the updated or changed authentication information. The new
admission coupon may be provided to a media device 202 to ensure that the device
retains the ability to be access to the desired destination network provider.

[0054] In some embodiments, the new admission coupon may be provided to the
media device 202 when service center 212 receives a new request from the device. In
such embodiments, where the media device 202 retains authentication after initially
communicating with service center 212, the service center 212 ,may automatically
provide the new admission coupon to the media device 202. Thus, the media device

202 1s at least partially immune to any changes to the admission requirements as the

service center 212 performs all the requisite processing of changes to the admission
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to provide authorization for one or more destination networks to multiple

devices. For instance, service center 212 may provide an admission

coupon for destination network providers 210a to device 202a as

previously described. In issuing the coupons service center 212 can
cSRAUNIRY iheipauliemenis gt e destinarian qetvar RIgvIdenas el

as the specmcs of the device and/or the user of the device. 8ervice center
corl2iRan@IRRPIRYILR; the same Qh Asuhsiantially similar admission

coupon to-devices 202b and 202c in the manner described. Once the

[odesices 202iand 209¢are.authenticateddg. ihe qpe %938&? gdesination | 4.

network providers 210, these devices may directly access the associate

adsitnation detwrrkal00GIALVARIRYR sV tD & AR G GRNEL 21 2MBY, e

act as a single location here the media devices 202 may become
piddtheatcateelnierialecelingautharization EQ(%QQ%%&Q%@%M@ than one

networks from the destination network providers 210. This removes the
dareied:for Heedeviges:d02 to contact each destination network provider 210

for authentication. In addition, service center 212 renders the devices 202

[(03BIUNEHE: RANEHANGBSVR T AGMIS TR TR RIS AL ReRiae provider
center 212 performs all the requisite processing of changes to the

2 Hemigsieddoiey PeHian ARG PR IRBIRIS IQHDS AGMGRS 202er 212 10 access the
[00591Reference is now made to Figure 5, which illustrates an example

nendrbrinestimtudicled iR bR tice 180 2nreCoNHg WS M Brocess described
environment illustrated in Figure 2, may be implemented to access various

alnatworks, fomexamipl@itocdowmoadmesiia coment ofRerferm.athatactions, .,
over the corresponding networks Destination A 505a, Destination B 505b,

demDiestiration Groader (Collectively HOB)ieach depiesent aifigtentviders and
physical location in which the media device 202 may he used to download

proveidial gontentdviam J0dim cohterhiaviders: 204i{DREQMM Shis QRFEnay be
the media device 202 has been nreconfiaured to access the destination

grretwork s 50 fayvEEOhard bide(éolective lis51ah i each ©Fdhe, the destination
destinations 505. Thus, the media device 202 has received or has access

netranmkapimission2d6u pbinifotieantimi the tireée destinationemeiwarkow the service
providers 210a-210c, Therefore, a user may take the device 202 to
caEstihatiorproBosadmiibrarcéopexafplenkmit dewinlaachmesiarkanteers o a
from the media content providers 204a-c or perform other action over the
deegediie- Depending on the configth anon of the particular network
hardware at the
[0057]  Likewise, the principles of the present invention allow the service center 212
to provide authorization for one or more destination networks to multiple devices. For
instance, service center 212 may provide an admission coupon for destination network
providers 210a to device 202a as previously described. In issuing the coupons, the
service center 212 can account for the requirements of the destination network provider
as well as the specifics of the device and/or the user of the device. Service center 212

may also provide the same or a substantially similar admission coupon to devices 202b

and 202c¢ in the manner described. Once the devices 202b and 202¢ are authenticated to
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destination location, a media device may access a destination network
various ways, including wirelessly, via, a cable connection, via, a
computer or a laptop, and/or ally combination thereof As illustrated in
Figure 5 by way of example, the Destination A network 510a. is accessed

medi ice:; ' ) jon.as represented by arrow
e e S T e B e

theQakBcaffesshapfaaxample, and download media content from the

same media content providers 204, as represented by 515b As shown in

[oGigyre Mo&%g@a@gipmww%&%mxﬁcegggss%&%eg%h@gg e the

the media device, as represented by 530. It will be appreciat e

meﬁg@a@yé%i%%&%wm{%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ@d%ﬁ% p ;E%%gﬂé?;eagxﬁlsgwﬁt’g%% to access

having an available network that it has been precon to access.

adanaRIReferenee: ispRMMAdssin FigH s Sxuhichdlusiates a f’ﬁﬁ%@?é%n%‘%% the

ler utilizing a preconfigured media device to access a network associate

nawithra: predetermpined destinatipn hetwark Jhe msthad inglu éﬁ:ﬁ@e@t@ﬁ) for

602 communication th the destination network provider 210 from

atgtab e sinaiivnohasgn andaguesting,access adhelework, in ong any
embodiment, the media device 202 may list all

changes to the admission requirements as the service center 212 performs all the
requisite processing of changes to the admission information and provides this to the
devices 202.

[0059]  Reference is now made to Figure 5, which illustrates an example
environment in which a media device 202, preconfigured in the environment illustrated
in Figure 2, may be implemented to access various networks, for example to download
media content or perform other actions over the corresponding networks. Destination A
505a, Destination B 505b, and Destination C 505¢ (collectively 505) each represent a
different physical location in which the media device 202 may be used to download
media content from media content providers 204.

[0060]  In this example, the media device 202 has been preconfigured to access the
destination networks 510z, 510b, and 510c¢ (collectively 510) in each of the destinations
505. Thus, the media device 202 has received or has access to an admission coupon for
each of the three destination network providers 210a-210c. Therefore, 2 user may take
the device 202 to Destination A 505a, a library for example, and download media

content from the media content providers 204a-c or perform other action over the

network. Depending on the configuration of the particular network hardware at the
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- the destinations that it has been preconfigured to access on s display
102, and allow a user to choose the a destination where she is located via
the user interface 104. The media device will then query the destination
network associated with that location for access to the network As

deERBRHONELLARAY CINIRIRrQROR e nFOHEE. the 1 MEHIA JEUSE MY arious ways,

communicate with the destination network either wireless's?, via a cable

inSABRRCtioR; dda.a QPJTHJHE%TG:O&QHHEBOQ,“Q{Qrawpi%gqgﬂaﬁfeﬂd/or any
[0063]in response to the media device's request for access, the

codasinatiomaROTk Providera1Q wilhask aRAthe prediadevige foram ation A

admission coupon. In one example, this may include presenting an

ncBHYAeBUCAUORPAGES T hRdaMice eE-heLOR NePRASINAN NOL D Fepresented
viewable or presentable on the user's device. After receiving the request

byf@faf gdmission coupon, the media. device will then transmit 606 the
admission coupon to the destination network provider associated with that

[0destinatiog.ubkisinay fe Redpimedniod Sxampte (Y thendeics 505b, a coffee
transmitting the information that is typically requested in the page. The

shdgstinationmetaarkipraviserrdadecaivesbs aMission CaHREA@N D oviders
verifies 608 its validity. The media device is. granted 610 access the to the

2(destinapaRdneswerks [GB64}Altermativiel i fae.de vice 8y difee BN twork 5100
destination network provider to the service center, which may provide the

magrisaienssatporcnsbebalfinf theddevieads thisipstanced the davice WAy be
provide authentication that can be used to properly identify the device for

aprasOuS O ose s dotl deingelilinga] (eI nikadiaeRis e rRim MAY &Rtination
Pla special purpose or general-purpose

having an available network that it has been preconfigured to access.

[0062] Reference is now made to Figure 6, which illustrates a method 600 for
utilizing a preconfigured media device to access a network associated with a
predetermined destination network. The method includes initiating 602 communication
with the destination network provider 210 from the particular destination location and
requesting access to the network. In one embodiment, the media device 202 may list all
the destinations that it has been preconfigured to access on its display 102, and allow a
user to choose the particular destination where she is located via the user interface 104,
The media device will then query the destination network associated with that location
for access to the network. As mentioned above in reference to Figure 5, the media
device may communicate with the destination network either wirelessly, via a cable
connection, via a computer or laptop, and/or any combination thereof,

[0063]  In response to the media device’s request for access, the destination network

provider 210 will ask 604 the media device for an admission coupon. In one example,
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computer including various computer hardware. Portable media devices
are examples of special purpose computers. Embodiments may also
include computer-readable media for carrying o aving
computer-executable instructions or data structures stored thereon. Such

hROMNMIBLHRRYR: &G ia&m&%@!&%‘@%@?tgh@%%%%e %sgg%ggg %R page

general purpose or spécial purpose co ay o exampfé, and :

mEQ&%@QVI%%@%&B%&%H&%Q%HI%%%ascc?te%gmgﬁgre chAe\{\\/flfnR '\e/li"e yest for

OM, CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk S oraae

Ok REE SNA0BLE $rags deviqes hany 0&%%@{%?9.&%@Whlf“igggnbceoupon 0

i m
used to carry or store desired program code means in the foim

thEOTMRHIBEEXERLIRRIE IPRHHELIO Q?QEE%@ l%mﬂCt{’Hzﬁs cﬁar&];qnvg 1!)%h Cﬁﬂl?&;e may be

accessed by a general purpose or special purpose computer. When

péﬁfﬁ{ﬂé%ﬁ%ri%i'éﬁﬁﬁfé%iiﬁﬁ it REyided Quer & newo ri%l‘%rrt%g et is t

AU ! ?/.I%icaﬂy
communications connection (either hardwireci, wireless, or a combination

reghiardviregopireless) dosa.LomPYaL, ihe SRULer;prop S YIGWS 1 o

) CCl
connection as a computer-readable medium. Thus, any stch connection

cd BEdlY dBHBedR CQMRIRY: reﬁ?@&!@dm%@%{@é-i?%@@gi’@%&%‘%e to the

above should also be included within the scope of computer-readable

ddnediaoiQReglzemputer-executable instructions comprise, for example,
instructions and

[0064]  Alternatively, the device may direct the destination network provider to the
service center, which may provide the admission coupon on behalf of the device. In
this instance, the device may provide authentication that can be used to properly
1dentify the device for various purposes, including billing.

[0065]  Embodiments herein may comprise a special purpose or general-purpose
computer including various computer hardware. Portable media devices are examples
of special purpose computers. Embodiments may also include computer-readable
media for carrying or having computer-executable instructions or data structures stored
thereon.  Such computer-readable media can be any available media that can be
accessed by a general purpose or special purpose computer. By way of example, and
not limitation, such computer-readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM,
CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage
devices, or any other medium which can be used to carry or store desired program code
means in the form of computer-executable instructions or data structures and which can
be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose computer, When information is

transferred or provided over a network or another communications connection (either

24




data which cause a general purpose computer, special purpose computer,
or special purpose processing device to perfbrrn a certain function Oro-up
of functions. Although the subject matter has been described in language
specific to structural features and/or methodological acts, it is to be

haBResiogs that the subject:matter definedindh %9%?&%%%‘ AMSISOL e

necessarily limited to the specific features or acts descr above.

Raher gr@a@?qﬁr%%y%ﬂ%@ﬁtﬁ@_gsc%n%g%%%%%x&aﬁ%en%&%edz%ﬁs, any

example forms of implementing the claims. e present invention

sddyRsemhodishinatherspesifis fams withaut.deparing gg%g’at?&ilgtof the

or essential characteristics. The described embodiments are t

alfRSIHEERAB A TRRRRES RV RS HUsiRtvE BRdNOLIERITIGHYE. S le scope

of the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims rather than

[dowdhe faregging-deserintion Alkchangeswhigh.come withi xgﬁ_%ﬁﬁgg% and

and range of equivalency of the claims are to be’embraced withi r

dSEORBicIC ks CLAMSIVRBH IR CIRIRRHIS: special purpose computer, or special
purpose processing device to perform a certain function or group of functions.
Although the subject matter has been described in language specific to structural
features and/or methodological acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter
defined in the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific features or acts
described above. Rather, the specific features and acts described above are disclosed as
example forms of implementing the claims.

[0067] The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without
departing from its spirit or essential characteristics. The described embodiments are to
be considered i all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of the
mvention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims rather than by the foregoing
description. All changes which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of

the claims are to be embraced within their scope.
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1.in a system including a media device that receives content or services

via a network connection, a method for pre-configuring- the media device

so that the media device may access one or more destination networks, ~ MCSLLF
the method comprising:  receiving a request from a media device for
authorization from a selected destinatigaetwork provider to access a
predetermined destination network; - determining the destination

netvipHsas aussignikequirements that are required by the selected

destination network provider in order for the media device to be authorized

to access tixeapradeteiiinach Jestinalir eI K . PLOSERING 2 serviCﬁs via a

network admission coupon generated by the selected destination networ

netpradddefinaditbn, 2RISR IMDICRIMISHRIAGAUPRR 8 1he MENRdia device
device; wherein the network admission coupon is configured to authorize

mathe-eeediadevios taiactestthe-predeteimined sesingtion network without
the need for additional authentication from the selected destination

network prpvider. The i\r;nethod in,accordance with claim I, wherein
a. reguest o

determining fhe destination ne ok BEMisSRFfe i PSR i nAed selected

access) t dmission information that is stored in a memory.
T O R R P e g o

destination network admission requirements comprises accessing network
admission fsteirEiRs B detyioom tetvselestodsdestinatioametwdsk: are required

provider. o
by the selected destination network provider in order for the media device to be

authorized to access the predetermined destination network;

processing a network admission coupon generated by the selected destination

network provider; and

providing the network admission coupon to the media device, wherein the
network admission coupon is configured to authorize the media device to access the
predetermined destination network without the need for additional authentication

from the selected destination network provider.

2 The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein determining the destination

network admission requirements comprises accessing network admission information that is

stored in a memory.
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4. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the selected

destination network provider is a first destination network provider and the
equest for authorization is a first request, the method further comprising: MCSLL
receiving a second request from the media device for authorization from a

second seteetactGeatinalieBragMON Providen IQACLESAASEERY the destination

predetermined destination network;  determining the destination

neteiWolinAcs SiQuiRERRM epts Ak aHreaire d by he seaandiselestsShation

destination network provider in order for the media device to be authorized
dirdeigdeassiibessesandpradeciesnesdastination network:  processing a

second network admission coupon based On the destination network

admission requirements required by the second selected destination

network provider; and  providing the second network admission coupon

to the media device, wherein the second network admission coupon is

configuredliecamtiioriz enthrssnesidizcd evite tiaccesyltbeisetunstiected destination

predetermined destination network without the need fOr additional
netggthentieaan frémitiessecordnseieviedrdesinatio thneeaonk frovidenization is a

5. The method in accordance with claim 1, further comprising:
frsereintinthe MrikeR dWthss satmisiagvork admission requirements required

by the selected destination network provider have been changed; and

generating-aeigft WhichotHigs @ user afdhemediadeviee Iabiietion from a
destination network admission requirements required by the selected
destpatien RRwarkpsavidemhavevbaeneRaNger .access a second predetermined

destination network;

determining the destination network admission requirements that are required
by the second selected destination network provider in order for the media device to

be authorized to access the second predetermined destination network:;

processing a second network admission coupon based on the destination

network admission requirements required by the second selected destination network

provider; and

providing the second network admission coupon fo the media device, wherein
the second network admission coupon is configured to authorize the media device to
access the second predetermined destination network without the need for additional

authentication from the second selected destination network provider.
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6. The method in accordance with claim 5, wherein the alert which notifies MCSLLP
the user of the media device that the destination network admission

requirements required by the selected destination network provider have

been changed is in the fonu of a media device alert, a computer alert, an

emayl notfeaaf A ELCOMARAIONNeIRO" Tie meliodin accordance

with claim 1, further comprising: determining that the detivation

network admission, req[uirements required by the selected destination

network protieREMAL R dhedraRREdPn netgore pdimgs PR seBHEmEOrkquired by
admission co%pon based on the chan%es to the destination network

admiSSiHTEGhITESHBRATR AT Ok BroVids §arebsse shapaetnemk admission

coupon to Inc media device, wherein the second network admission

coupon is genfiguired o allew thgmegiaavice.tecontindete 8sCessdbenar the
predetermined destination network without the need for additional
autheésstication frewdtie sbiected destitatientNebyarkdRVigR! selected- dE@hation
method in accordance with claim 7. wherein the second network
admissioricpupateihprobickectbartpeimedia device upon receipt of a

second request for authorization from a selected destination network

provider to access a predetermined destination network. 9. The

method in accordance with claim 7, wherein the second network

admission coupon isprovided to the media device automatically upon the
procEssing Gt SOEoR P FHOBRBRReaH s ouperein the alert which notifies the

user of the media device that the destination network admission requirements required by
the selected destination network provider have been changed is in the form of a media

device alert, a computer alert, an email notification, or any combination thereof.

7. The method in accordance with claim 1, further comprising:

determining that the destination network admission requirements required by

the selected destination network provider have been changed;

generating a second network admission coupon based on the changes to the

destination network admission requirements; and

providing the second network admission coupon to the media device, wherein
the second network admission coupon is configured to allow the media device to
continue to access the predetermined destination network without the need for

additional authentication from the selected destination network provider.
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10. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the media device is a

first media device, the method further comprising: receiving a request MC

L}

from a second media device for authorization from the selected
destination network provider to access the predetermined destination

network; amgk mdeYidingtberaeworkiadmission coURoD{o dhe §e6aNdherwork
media device, wherein the network admission coupon is further configured

adri@s@bthesizathe seeoRdanedindavite Racsassinepsadetermiagshd request for
destination network without the need for additional authentication from the

autsefeatan destinatios dedvark pratitenadkmiSSieRaetRONAMERE: predetermined
comprises:  receiving additional infolination necessary to process the
destietwatlnasimission COUDO011 from the media device. The method
in accordance with claim 1, wherein the network admission coupon
includes at least one of user infounatio evice configuration information,
payment information, or address info 13. The method in accordance
with claim 1, wherein the method is accomplished through the use of a
service cerier mathiadesiterrraiordahes nveithia deivicd andhthieiselectechates network
on network provider.
admission coupon is provided to the media device automatically upon the processing of the

second network admission coupon.

10. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the media device is a first

media device, the method further comprising:

receiving a request from a second media device for authorization from the
selected destination network provider to access the predetermined destination

network; and

providing the network admission coupon to the second media device, wherein
the network admission coupon is further configured to authorize the second media
device to access the predetermined destination network without the need for

additional authentication from the selected destination network provider.
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14. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein receiving a request
from a media device for authorization from a selected destination network
provider to access a predetermined destination network is accomplished
via a computer communicably coupled to the media device. 15.ina
system inclyding hRedia AeyieeNatiaEeMeS CONGRLRL SERICEINIA R network
network connection, a method for the media device to receive
adrAdtReNRAlRNHieRGCRSRRE OF more destination networks, the method
comprising: requesting an external service center to obtain
authorization from a partjcular destination network provider to access a
prodRtEicHt GESH A BT BRUBA =S ePEsEh 1 SR AiSaicupaRion coupon
ﬁorsrlattéséfxig } Qc?%work admission requirements of the particular destination
network pro id&f to access the predetermined destination network; and
via the external service center,receiving a network admission coupon from
the particular destination network provider, the network admission coupon
authenticating access to the predetermined destination network by the
partieutar dertippliap eI RIQYIderUhaNE e BRelIOLAIMNENEL aamission
authentication from the particular destination network provider, .
coub3 TRGHRRM i 1BEGAHADEG MMt SlRIM A sy Pe f@dﬂéﬁ%%{%@ak%agn%%%%ﬁmm
admission requirements of the particular destination Retwork provider ™=~
infinelbeles ot leastongraesspiing terms and/or conditions of use; providing
device identification information; providing user identification info'anon;
and

13. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the method is accomplished
through the use of a service center that is external to the media device and the selected

destination network provider.

14. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein receiving a request from a
media device for authorization from a selected destination network provider to access a
predetermined destination network is accomplished via a computer communicably coupled

to the media device.
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. providing payment. IVIC,ALP 17. The method in accordance with

claim 15, wherein the network admission coupon includes at least one of . | B
user information, device configuration information, payment information, or ~ "~
address information, 18. The method in accordance with claim 15,

whergin th%paaégi%lﬁfiﬁa%ﬁﬂ?gi9%{&8%}’855_195%29‘%%&%1@44r%&ﬂ%ﬁpHPQ%Qices via a

network provider and the network admission coupon is a first networ

neREHINSRIRRERMP ANmTRN S hack IEREr RMPNISING e ve JSAURSENAING access one

external service center to obtain authorization from a second particular

or HRstiatinnaiWeRkRKOVIRELIAIRECERRiSgeond predetermined
destination network; via the external service centei satisfying network

admission requirements of the second particular destination network '
provider to rﬁ@é%%@%haé‘ SELBAY PrEGSISIRCY QB B HEtABri ot g particular
via tQQS?Xt rnal service ce er,[ receiving a %econd network admission .

coupon Trom e SeEo R BEIfCIIAF GES fRERSHCRERST L SRR nFpy otk
second network admission coupon authenticating access to the second
predeteiminedtiestivatio sareivearkotzy, thei seton depaotitc uldm destinatotements of
network provider without the need for additional authentication from the

secdhd pattialgaddestimmtioneretworkqyideideraccess the predetermined destination

network; and

via the external service center, receiving a network admission coupon from
the particular destination network provider, the network admission coupon
authenticating access to the predetermined destination network by the particular
destination network provider without the need for additional authentication from the

particular destination network provider.

16, The method in accordance with claim 15, wherein satisfying the network

admission requirements of the particular destination network provider includes at least one

of:
accepting terms and/or conditions of use;
providing device identification information;
providing user identification information; and

providing payment.
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19. The method in accordanc. with claim 15, further comprising

automatically receiving a second network admission coupon from the

external service center whenever changes to the network admission MCSLLE
requirements of the particular destination network provider occurs. 20.

Theimethoghin ﬁ%ﬁgﬁi%‘%é’&%ﬁ@ g, kR, J}*AHHE’FSCQ%Q{&}P% neti€G8ViBG ission

notification from the external service center that the network admission
colRLiFRMER s (e RapieIar ARSHNAIAN NRTWOLK 1 Q)?Qt%nhﬂ‘f‘&ig?{ﬁ& payment
modified; via the external service center, satisfying the modified
infoetwark admigsignsequiraments of the -particular destination network
provider to access the predetermined destination network; and via the
exteiilal service center, receiving a second network admission coupon
from the particular destination network provider based on the modified
network admission requirements, the second network admission coupon
authEhticatlihg actkses o theopieniateritiingdidekiinatiarinahyariciynthedestination
particular destination network provider without the need for additiona
netgthericationsiofirthdepantitotan destikationidetarar khproeta brkhelmiethodcoupon
in accordance with claim 15, wherein the media device, the external
1s s csteentadairditheparticutas dethivhiiothaetworkipnevider are
connected via a wired or wireless network, wherein the wireless network is

one or mor%@fe@ﬁr@%ééﬂ%@@&@é@ resiial neiwark, &, saUMAL fom a second

network, and a satellite network. 5

particular destination network provider to access a second predetermined destination

P

network;

via the external service center, satisfying network admission requirements of
the second particular destination network provider to access the second

predetermined destination network; and

via the external service center, receiving a second network admission coupon
from the second particular destination network provider, the second network
admission coupon authenticating access to the second predetermined destination
network by the second particular destination network provider without the need for

additional authentication from the second particular destination network provider
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22. The method in accordance with claim 15, wherein the media device is

one of a satellite radio device, a portable audio player, a portable DVD or

Cl) player, a personal computer, a laptop computer, a cellular telephone,?\é{“ﬁﬁimLP
personal digital assistant (PDA), or any combination thereof 10 23. A

servioe cemigy futRsavidingauithepticaticneweenene eb N dRediBmatically
devices and one or more destination network providers, comprising: a

recé@ELISOEcond nORRA RKBHSNSEEHRI %ok HiRNSIGEHNY dataLeMee N henever
the service center and the 15one or more media devices and between the

chaggevice ceptekandithesiestinmetpidastination pRIVRAFRIVIdelshatiorOR€twork
or more memory modules for storing information required to authenticate

prothéepnecarsmore media devices to receive authorization to access the one
or more destination networks; and

20.  Themethod in accordance with claim 15, further comprising:

receiving notification from the external service center that the network

admission requirements of the particular destination network provider have been

modified;

via the external service center, satisfying the modified network admission
requirements of the particular destination mnetwork provider to access the

predetermined destination network; and

via the external service center, receiving a second network admission coupon
from the particular destination network provider based on the modified network
admission requirements, the second network admission coupon authenticating access
to the predetermined destination network by the particular destination network
provider without the need for additional authentication from the particular

destination network provider.
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10

15

20

20a network admission module configured to generate one or more
network admission coupons based on the information required to
authenticate the one or more media devices and configured to provide the

one or more network admission coupons to the one or more media MCSLLP

devices, the one or more network admission coupons configured MC S L

LP to authenticate the one or more media devices to receive authorization

10 .accdsw tinetbné iorasmord atestindhictime tivorkBandtholwt additiakealice, the external
authentication by the one or more media devices and the one or more
shesipgaroienendotlic paviddas dsgdnThengmtyioskopatadin arecentzetalwitha wired
claim 23, wherein the network admission module is further configured to
genaratssadvprdvivdasthéhorvaistessoretwielis devicesiare updatdeR.11 network,
network admission coupon upon determination that the information
rdeiunsdaongtwednticett the i okmorkamddilitdavivestas been

changed.

22. The method in accordance with claim 15, wherein the media device is one of a
satellite radio device, a portable audio player, a portable DVD or CD player, a personal
computer, a laptop computer, a cellular telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), or

any combination thereof.

23. A service center for providing authentication between one or more media
devices and one or more destination network providers, comprising:

a processor;

one or more transceivers for transferring data between the service center and the
one or more media devices and between the service center and the one or more
destination network providers;

one or more memory modules for storing information required to authenticate
the one or more media devices to receive authorization to access the one or more
destination networks; and

a network admission module configured to generate one or more network
admission coupons based on the information required to authenticate the one or more
media devices and configured to provide the one or more network admission coupons to

the one or more media devices, the one or more network admission coupons configured
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to authenticate the one or more media devices to receive authorization to access the one
or more destination networks without additional authentication by the one or more

media devices and the one or more destination network providers.

24, The service center in accordance with claim 23, wherein the network admission
module is further configured to generate and provide to the one or more media devices
an updated network admission coupon upon determination that the information required

to authenticate the one or more media devices has been changed.
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