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means relative to the chucking means in a direction of

10 depth of cutting which is the direction of center axis of
the chucking means. The cutting machine further comprises
‘a thickness detecting means for detecting the thickness of
the workpiece held on the chucking means, and a control
means for controlling the motion of the second moving

15 means depending upon the thickness of the workpiece
detected by the thickness detecting means and for setting
the posiﬁion of the cutting means in the direction of
depth of cutting relative to the chucking means thereby to
set the depth of cutting the workpiece by the cutting

20 means. The thickness detecting means includes .a' non-
contact back—pressure sensor having a nozzle for flowing
out a gas toward the surface of the workpiece held on the

chucking means.
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