A METHOD AND PLATFORM FOR PURCHASING AND DOWNLOADING DIGITAL CONTENT INTO
A DIGITAL STORAGE APPARATUS, WITH A SUPPLEMENTARY APPARATUS USED WITH THE
PLATFORM g & 1A RREINVENTION The present invention relates to the figidkebdighaging objects
at a physical location, particularly in relation to a method and platform for purchasing and downloading
digital content into a digital storage apparatus. The present 10 invention also relates to a
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BACKGROUND

There are many people who have the opinion that the increasing adoption of

15 online shopping will eventually consign brick-and-mortar stores to lose their
importance as a sales channel for goods and services. However, even though
the volume of online éhopping websites and transactions grow with each
passing year, there are few signs emerging which would indicate that brick-
and-mortar stores are losing their importance as a sales channel. It is likely

20 that brick-and-mortar stores are going to remain as an important, albeit not
sole sales channel.

Given that many of these brick-and-mortar stores are located in either
buildings or locations which are considered icons in their respective cities, like,
25 for example, Taipei 101 in Taipei, Fisherman’s Wharf in San Francisco,
- Petronas Twin Towers in Kuala Lumpur, Knightsbridge in London, Rodeo
Drive in Los Angeles and the like, it wbuld be unlikely that brick—and-n‘iortar
stores will be deemed to be unnecessary in the future given that it would
affect a character and existence of many world reknown icons.
30
However, it is undeniable that the emergence of online shopping has ied to a
need to tinker with an operations model for a brick-and-mortar store to adapt
to the needs of a modern consumer. In the past, a variety and amount of

goods stocked at brick-and-mortar stores would be limited by an amount of
’ 1



floor area and storage/shelving space available at the brick-and-mortar stores. There would always be
a need to balance a variety and amount of goods in stock at the brick-and-mortar stores, with the

balance of vayigty ansk siyantity varying from store-to-store. It is detrimentalgfipgtanesseigoods being
"out of 5 stock™ happen regularly when either the stores were faced with surges in demand for a

particular good(s), or a re-stocking process was inefficient. One common example of a
brick-and-fomtarstoendesjolade Shedvinte spgdasizaitaklevhbthgdoitk gmiboicrtatstitesiay be a

videolmust, S, SHPRAINS oAl SEIANES IAKRIACHER L SF Algu g aloble o

purchase, It WOU Pe ciia ing to St o/music stote In-a manner wiere no customer is
ever facedstaidk atsﬁwﬂwmlwaedsmm retdiaandthdhavibdilniee D vagistycbrurquastiiynces, besides

osing an QeparHNIPSGILLGE SAROR:ERHHROIANT -SRI MY R0 RSB Arey aigpey for good as

the 15 cus ay boycott e VI eo/music store to avoi ppomt urlng subsequent
visits fo theteglfe r@@ﬁ@@qt@tﬂgf hihavige ogitheictberetenes mrersfecedmm&]wmes #1 standing and

2 diminishedieniiatPa :HBRUPEASde PP rasK IRy BId e8I el Bt invention aims to

address the aforementioned problem. Y 25 In a'first aspect, there is provided a method for
purchasing and downloading digital content into a digital storage apparatus. The method includes

coupling thS-{iiBhFBAIE.APRFIEE WitBiuRiaFROMEARK set@ s IBRigiabemiangto.enable

transfer of data from the storage bank to the digital storage apparatus locking the dlgltal storage

apparatus BEARRERINNEP IR S RSt de|draYPEpBarsieR/ s Rieren @NSBratus being
both for urieskiviléhestigtal &omoﬁ@@peéﬁvﬁtﬁﬁ%meéocmwfatbemu BNa@aBReA for selecting the

digital content for hase sm a ata rea ed w e selection apparatus to obtain
informatiof &% &ﬂ‘%to He lﬂfb %’ Réét(ﬁa%y' Alugie §I§’IT§:H§@ APRAHUS transmitting
the informattwere nmmjets:atyetouﬁwemmaged)m arerbaeﬁmgﬂhmmforme@mdaném kigreige bank to

determine thepgﬂalESOHltlents e(;tl%olJ the usey. de |n|n Whether,&%’ a)?tals ge apparatus
has suffici@NFea capacity NG EER a['e%e(?i’g}ﬂa? AhRSRRNYS 83?@5 content into

the digital gawe(s, ammnad.@/musw store may also lose a customer for good as the
15  customer may boycott the video/music store to avoid further disappointment
during subsequent visits to the store. Consequently, the video/music store
also suffers a detrimental loss of standing and a diminished reputation in the

eyes of the customer.

20 In this regard, the present invention aims to address the aforementioned
problem.

SUMMARY

25 In a first aspect, there is provided a method for purchasing and downloading
digital content into a digital storage apparatus. The method includes coupling
the digital storage apparatus with a storage rbank containing the digital content
to enable transfer of data from the storage bank to the digital storage
apparatus; locking the digital storage apparatus at a location of the coupling

30 with a selection apparatus, the selection apparatus being both for unlocking
the digital storage apparatus from the location of the coupling, and for
selecting the digital content for purchase; using‘a data reader included with
the selection apparatus to obtain information relating to the digital content

being selected by a user, the selection apparatus transmitting the information
2



5 once the information is processed by the storage bank, and the digital storage apparatus is deemed
by the storage bank to have sufficient capacity, the digital content being downloaded without a digital

package con{ainigghRaypack rights; and initiating a transaction to purchasg¢hegigiiabeesatent, the
digital package of the digital content being downloaded into the digital storage 10 apparatus once the

transaction for the digital content is completed. It is preferable that the selection apparatus remains at
the locatiowirélessiylittpthelstoeian biank; qrogissingahth ihfornrarsivatahd stovadeckingof the digital

.15t ferabl he digital iS.eith bedded in a devi
or s 5 S BT S S B8 PP HIGT SV 50 SIS 8 DSHNeh e storage
bank usingligitia¢ stovdgedapparatiohas sufflokded itgtione2Bivd¢that@elgetbdni includ
oﬁ?sitgssl?%gﬂ af)_ g‘%ﬁﬁ agd atxrl;)q};s’e? [age éx{:)ap?giﬁ oTrrhe .ol -ﬁit s}grggg g“:tblljén;;y?nilnude
storage of cﬁgﬁ%‘? Con?erﬂ%v%%ﬂﬁg dov?n?oé%aed A aelf)rr%gﬂj nté‘ye %‘8@8 a%?e-getepr%?#géu Rumber based

dafa omageethidniateationsigeobardsded byl the stoeages bianksranditite digitalrstodaige i
v e A RS A RSB DAl et o e
digital storage apparatus as It |SZ§X?§:@ at tEne -site s,{]orage. hel'l'n*ormatlo tranz’mltted to the

storage baﬂﬂitﬂbydﬁbté_?dé t&tﬂh@nd@&ﬂi@ﬁdemew@mﬂq@tdwi‘mm pagkage teromiainirgdigital content.
It should g 30, 3RRIEGIALd RIS HRAI A Tk Al RGN R AL 'H%Ytglec%m@ﬁtf’ﬂ{g'ane”t ora

pre-determined time period. Both the identity of the digital content and the usage term of the digital
content m&igiialdrankace @idherdigitaigeatenhhsaing &WQQ@Q@rW@ﬁW%I&E@Fﬁ@ﬂt may be a

compgneri g shartrdiRgk iahtestdhendinite PapkagRidiTherlatr eadshipRIRe Selgsted from, for

example, a RF receiver, a bar code reader, a serial number reader, visual indicia reader or any
combinati®telergblsidhat, hrigiglection apparatus remains at the location of coupling

subsequent to a completion of the transaction and an unlocking of the digital
storage apparatus.

15 It is preferable that the digital storage apparatus is either embedded in a
device or is a standalone digital storage unit. The digital storage apparatus
may be coupled to the storage‘ bank using either a wired connection .or a
wirgless connection.

20 The storage bank may include an on-site storage apparatus and a remote
storage apparatus. The on-site storage apparatus may include storage of
digital content which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre-determined

number based on data obtained from the storage bank. It is advantageous

that tha dinital cantant whirh ic downlnadad at a franniancrvy shnave a nra.-
nal e gigial content whlch ie gowmoadel al a trequency anove g pre

25 determined number is downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage
apparatus as it is stored at the on-site storage.

The information transmitted to the storage bank may include both an identity
of the digital content and a usage term of the digital content. It should be
30 appreciated that the usage term of the digital content may be either
permanent or a pre-determined time period. Both the identity of the digital
content and the usage term of the digital content may determine a cost of the
digital content. The usage term of the digital content may be a component of

the playback rights of the digital package.
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It is preferable that the location of the coupling is at an area where the user is able to obtain access to
the digital content in a form like, for example, a graphical description, a textual description, a sample

portion, or aRys9FeRgtRN of the aforementioned. 10 The transaction to ppighassibgddigial content
may be of a form such as, for example, a face-to-face interaction with a person, an interaction with a

payment machine, a series of instructions carried-out over the internet, or any combination of the
aforementioned. The digital content may include video files, 15 audio files, picture files, e-books,

e-magazings comhination of the aforementioned and so forth,_If the storage bank, determines that
the digitalr]ftb%%%aarp 3E£Wa§?r§§!ﬁ?§?§$’8gba{é'iﬁ@m8@va %E% GRGEREY aiaﬁélcgaﬁent, the user
will 20 receader fisssariat atmnben thades)adsioal pdisratreadetiyirantheomsbindtiditef thegital storage
apparatusal?g§ pﬁ%%‘.igiegé capacity. The first indication may include a visual indication,.an aural

It .

indication, a Vibrational hdication and any combination of the aforementioned, with the selected digital
conteft being writtan nnto portable otor*ga rlcnra 25 If the storage bank determines that the digital

storage a i rt i initi , ill oad a high
definition ﬁ/{é%sr%%]é?oéf? %@éﬁé%gﬂc%orﬁér#ﬁﬁogﬁ% %%%@g%épa%i%ﬁ@%#ﬁgﬁ%%g may include
modifying &ineotdephigiing aseassielsidheagigitatueomirslifimg oy likeadivonakamfde e@ample,
de-selecti igitahc ; cting itonaldigi ntent in ase t e of digital
content, o%%%kb%%@r?%?ﬁﬁe%fé%gﬂggtigégﬁ* Haeqh |gitsjmgtengt@“6 e-selected, the
de-selectetPaigindtioneiihsateremenianiedownloaded into the digital storage apparatus will be
deletggl from the digital storage apparatus. Preferably, the selection apparatus may be used to unlock
the digital storage 5 apparatus for removal of the digital storage apparatus once a second indication on

the selectibi&BgRsAGHAR RiIRY D BsH Peidioinlcenirmamanka cliaiarsasusheasifel by the user.
The seconskiiifiisiation maeltelise Mrersie viitiiSHabarlisatiosn amritstisrlicatienga vibrational
indication or any combir%ation,of the aforementigned. .
payment machine, a series of instructions carried out over the internet, or any
combination of the aforementioned. The digital content may include video files,
15 audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines, any combination of the

aforementioned and so forth.

If the storage bank determines that the digital storage apparatus has
insufficient capacity to receive the selected digital content, the user will
20  receive a first indication on the selection apparatus notifying the user that the
digital storage apparatus has insufficient capacity. The first indication may
include a visual indication, an aural indication, a vibrational indication and any
combination of the aforementioned, with the selected digital content being
written onto a portable storag
25
If the storage bank determines that the digital storage apparatus is able to
support high definition content, the storage bank will downioad a high

definition version of the digital content into the digital storage apparatus.

30 The method may include modifying the order using the selection apparatus,
modifying being an action like, for example, de-selecting digital content,
selecting additional digital content, changing purchase tenure of digital
content, or any combination of the aforementioned. When digital content is



10 In a second aspect, there is provided an apparatus for selecting digital content for purchase from a
location where a digital storage apparatus couples to a storage bank. The apparatus includes a key

(either a phygiepdsligsiyie or a wireless authentication process) used with gdpgkingFisiag for
ensuring non- 15 removal of the digital storage apparatus when coupled to the storage bank; a data

reader for obtaining an order comprising information relating to the digital content selected for

purchase ki ¢teeteanthe Wisalerscian gt ciitEananisina A8 creksie ywe sledadank and
20 storagd B IOL I SE SRR S LB IP S TR R IR R R PR Bk may
preferably include an on-site storage apparatus and_a remote storage apparatus. The on-site storage
v/ L R S R SRR S RS S T R
5 apparatus for removal of the digital storage apparatus once a second
indication on the selection apparatus relating to compietion of the digital
content download is received by the user. The second indication may include,
for example, a visual indication, an aural indication, a vibrational indication or
any combination of the aforementioned.
10
in a second aspect, there is provided an apparatus for selecting digital content
for purchase from a location where a digital storage apparatus couples to a
storage bank. The apparatus includes a key (either a physical structure or a
wireless authentication process) used with a locking device for ensuring non-
15 removal of the digital storage apparatus when coupled to the storage bank; a
data reader for obtaining an order comprising information relating to the digital
content selected for purchase by a user; and a wireless transceiver for
transmitting the order to the storage bank and receiving notifications on the
apparatus. Preferably, the apparatus may be continually connected to the
20 storage bank using either a wired connection or a wireless connection. The
storage bank may preferably include an on-site storage apparatus and a
remote storage apparatus. The on-site storage apparatus may include storage
of digital content which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre-determined

number based con data cbtained from the storage bank. The digital content
25 which is downioaded at a frequency above a pre-determined number is
downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage apparatus as it is stored at

the on-site storage.

It is preferable that the location is at an area where the user is able to obtain
30 access to the digital content in a form such as, for example, a graphical
description, a textual description, a sample portion, any combination of the
aforementioned and so forth.

B



urnhor hoot:sr,nktf.,Intarl frnrnc+nrnron kc.n It Them cligitol ...erten+, ..... 25 which is downloaded at a
frequency above a pre-determined number is downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage

apparatus asylgssinssskat the on-site storage. It is preferable that the locafiph,ig; 303R@584 Where the
user is able to obtain 30 access to the digital content in a form such as, for example, a graphical

description, a textual description, a sample portion, any combination of the aforementioned and so

forth. TheThgitaigitalaglerageawmiparals baajthes esiherdsdbedddavipe o desiaadgrone digital
storage unit. Prejerab%ﬁgﬂ-uai information includes both an identity of the digital content and 5 a usage

term of the® Bﬂﬁ Ut ﬁ@[ﬁ%@é‘@&rm of the digital content may be either permanent or a
pre-determined time period. It is preferable that both an identity of the digital content and the usage

term of the_digital content.determjne a cqst,of the digital content. .10 It s preferable that the data reader
IS selectega ﬁegr%r,af% E‘E(% 'Bﬁgr@?ip?eww%%%ﬂc%ﬁé@i}e rof'jfg réfgﬁ@irﬁ?é&?gé , visual indicia
readef or anysage lieratiof thicthlgitalreordantrBoe Tsagbditahrof thet digitabesttatttesafyom, for
example, videq.fi o files, picture fil -hogks. e-magazines, or an binatign of the
aforemen;ﬁ)%géﬂ%?%é%%ﬁ&ﬁg k?y‘?ﬁ?%&'ﬁ'%%r?(gll}%eapaelg%gyﬂsPoWﬁ%E%é%%@F%ﬁﬁ the display
being a paﬁl@liég&itaspfdhexdigw, mmFafnde@u_EslgeTt&rmpphmgﬁgﬁalaismfemhe_r include
controls foqg@gﬁlqmggl%%}%ﬁéw%mﬂg an action such as, for example, de-selecting digital

content, selecting 20 additiona content, changing purchase tenure of digital content, or any
combination of the aforementioned. The apparatus may also further include an indicator module to

provilg AINHIRIGHAB RO AL i A CRATE SO iR TR, T BRbiaia Page, audio, of any
combination of the aforarnantinned. Tha apparatRs may ha ranfigurad tn raralva p”Sitinlin! data 25 to
aid the us&RGe¥EhifRAY Bedledeadsssiioiprial number reader, visual indicia reader or

any combination of the aforementioned. The digital content may be selected
from, for example, video files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines,
or any combination of the aforementioned.

15
The apparatus may further include a display showing the order, with the
display being a panel such as, for example, LCD, TFT, and OLED.. The
apparatus may also further include controls for modifying.the order, modifying
being an action such as, for example, de-selecting digital content, selecting

20 additional digital content, changing purchase tenure of digital content, or any
combination of the aforementioned. The apparatus may also further inciude
an indicator module to provide an indication to the user, the indication being,
for example, illumination, vibration, audio, or any combination of the
afnaramantinnad Tha a

s it il T

25 to aid the user in confirming the user’s position.

In a third aspect, there is provided a platform for purchasing and downloéding
digital content into a digital storage apparatus, the platform being af a location
where the digital storage apparatus couples to a storage bank. The platform
30 may include a locking device for ensuring non-removal of the digital storage
apparatus when coupled to the storage bank; and at least one data
transmission channel (either a wired or a wireless connection) for coupling the
digital storage apparatus to the storage bank. It is preferable that the digital



In a third aspect, there is provided a platform for purchasing and downloading digital content into a
digital storage apparatus, the platform being at a location where the digital storage apparatus couples

to a storage {anks hgspiatform 30 may include a locking device for ensuripg-neaxigipysef the digital
storage apparatus when coupled to the storage bank; and at least one data transmission channel

(either a wired or a wireless connection) for coupling the digital storage apparatus to the storage bank.

Itis prefergiiedbet sppaiaite) istaserepROAUBIERDSHEGIR haRG R LkYIReIsRGIMIOCKsS the
digital storage apparatus fror? the Iockinéq_dewce using a selection apparatus. Preferably, the location
may be at %&?'ﬁégm% (R fReslnekpg Aeyics Yeingsa geipelianRRasatest in a form such as, for

example, a graphical description, a textual description, a sample portion, any combination of the

f ti forth. . The digital storage apparatus may be either embedded in a device or
?s%rirgggr%%%i}f}'gﬁ ZﬁBFQHgmm?ﬁgé%?éf%@@g@}ﬁ@s FaledRiahla 9eetiABN-site storage

apparétus acckas emdteestiigitgt epprtus. Ahforn-siiBterggforrpaimipe Maygrphial
description, a textual description, a sample portion, any combination of the
aforementioned and so forth.

The digital storage apparatus may be either embedded in a device oris a
10  standalone digital storage unit. '

It is preferable that the storage bank includes an on-site storage apparatus
and a remote storage apparatus. The on-site storage apparatus may include
storage of digital content which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre-

15  determined number based on data obtained from the storage bank. The digital
content which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre-determined number
is downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storagé apparatus as it is stored at
the on-site storage.

20 The selection apparatus may transmit information to the storage bank, the
information including both an identity of the digital content and a usage term
of the digital content. The usage term of the digital content may be either
permanent or a pre-determined time period. Both an identity of the digital
content and the usage term of the digital content determines a cost of the

25 digital content. The digital content may be selected from, for example, video
files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines, any combination of the
aforementioned and so forth. .

The selection apparatus may include a data reader such as, for example, a
30 RF receiver, a bar code reader, a serial number reader, visual indicia reader,
any combination of the aforementioned and the like.

The platform may further include a transaction functionality for carrying out the

transaction of a form such as, for example, a face-to-face interaction with a
7



storage of digital content which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre- 15 determined number
based on data obtained from the storage bank. The digital content which is downloaded at a frequency

above a pre-ggjspyisskrumber is downloaded at a faster rate to the digitgl SfyaaRARiesdatus as it is
stored at the on-site storage. 20 The selection apparatus may transmit information to the storage bank,

the information including both an identity of the digital content and a usage term of the digital content.
The usagepe¥sef andnfigiadtisonvsth mpapearitiaapbinessese iesgiiasirictionsechtiiee period. Both

an identity&jttggé}iggg(ljmépﬁg@Eéwtg%%rfbwgﬂﬁ%%wgm%]ngarg%I r(l)ofkrp{minnemet nf lkea

25digital content. The digital cont e selected from, Tor example, video ﬁlesj audio files, picture
files, e-books, e-magazines, any-combination of the aforementioned and so forth. The selection

apparalus Ay CERGHaLR SR oHAN Ak HRRRIRr @ SR '6°uhdA cragg reader. a

serial number reader, visual indicia reader, any combination of the aforemefritione he like. The

platforfn mapraraius ihas deswifigies cerpacibcdenargivs digitphgatetieselantadtiving a form such
as, for exafgletetshianparallier 3E R TeRBIFaNa A THAISSAGHOB b BRYEASAt Machine, a

series of instructions carried out over the intemet, any combination of the aforementioned and so forth.

In the platfBARATRIHE BRIfRopAGUsSIIRRhtheRigitAb drjrarsasag@tus has insufficient

capacity. ,
10 The selection apparatus may further include an input controller for modifying
~ the order, modifying being an action like, for example, de-selecting digital
content, selecting additional digital content, changing purchase tenure of
digital content, any combination of the aforementioned and so forth.

15 DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

In order that the present invention may be fully understood and readily put into

practical effect, there shall now be described by way of non-limitative example

only preferred embodiments of the present invention, the description being
20  with reference to the éccompanying illustrative drawings.

Figure 1 shows a process flow for a method of the present invention.
- Figure 2 shows graphical representations of a selection apparatus used with
the method of Figure 1.
25 Figure 3 shows a graphical representation of a platform of the present
invention. |

Figure 4 shows a representation of an area of deployment for the present
invention.

Figure 5 shows a graphical representation of some steps of the method of
30 Figure 1.
Figure 6 shows a schematic diagram for the selection apparatus.

Figure 7 shows an overview of a possible system supporting the method of
the present invention.



5 apparatus has i_nsuffic_ien_t capacity to receive digital content selected using the selection apparatus,
the user will receive an indication on the selection apparatus notifying the user that the digital storage

apparatus hagdwsiifisisnscapacity. 10 The selection apparatus may furthep¢gied: iyt controller
for modifying the order, modifying being an action like, for example,)/de-se?gcting d?gig;[)g?‘?c?gtent,
selecting a_ldditional digital content, changing purchase tenure of digital content, any combination of the
aforementBESERIFTIONDOF PREFERIREDTEMBODIMENTS\NGS In order that the present invention
may pe_fully understood and readily put into practical effect, there shall now be described by way of
nqn-llmltative example only preferred embodiments of the present invention, the description being 20
with referdnca téirdte asmachpdngiagisl usihatineidrdvigages Figuadl Shaavsnethedegd ff8W for a method

the metho B IR 21 B R B e procent
::r:\g/(lej?et)ﬂgnéﬁ@mﬁérsm? tbprd@tab;ﬂmm@hﬁrl@ﬁ&@f acpraaibier fdewie 6r§§§19‘&’ﬁ19e_ntion.
n scnemad e B Sr e e system
supportingépeasantaiipns wkqgedaimsiens eidhe method 20. The digital content may be,
for example, video files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines, any
combination of the aforementioned and so forth. The digital storage apparatus
10 may be either embedded in a device or a standalone digital storage unit. The
aforementioned device may be, for instance, a mobile phbne, a PDA, a
handheld digital entertainment device, and so forth. The digital storage
apparatus as depicted in Figure 5 is embedded in a handheld digital
entertainment device.
15
Referring to Figures 1, 5A and 7, the method 20 includes coupling (22) the
digital storage apparatus 100 with a storage bank 90 containing the digital
content to enable transfer of data from the storage bank 90 to the digital
storage apparatus 100. The storage bank 90 is a collective term which
20 includes an on-site storage apparatus 102 and a remote storage apparatus 93.
The on-site storage apparatus 102 and the remote storage apparatus 93 may
be connected with one another on a network 95, such as, for example, the
internet as shown in Figure 7. The remote storage apparatus 93 may be
physically located in either a same country or a different country. The remote
25 storage apparatus 93 may include content which is not “stocked” by a
proprietor of the location where the digital content is accessible/purchasable.
As such, the remote storage apparatus 93 may be operated by a rights owrfer
of digital content like, for example, a movie studio, a book publisher, a music
publisher and so forth. However, the remote storage apparatus 93 may also
30 be owned and operated by the proprietor of the location where the digital

content is accessible/purchasable.

The on-site storage apparatus 102 may include a screen 114 which may show

" contents to guide a user using the on-site apparatus 102. Referring to Figure
9



WO 20101053445PCT/SG20091000380 DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS In a first
aspect, there is shown in Figures 1 and 5, a method 20 for purchasing and downloading digital content

into a digital fgrage@Rparatus at 5 a location where the digital content may3esaseassiiigs Fi
n wt g Figure 1
shows a process flow for the method 20, while Figure 5 shows non-limiting graphical representations

of certai_n steps of the method 20. The digital content may be, for example, video files, audio files,
picture filez ethe st rdsnshganinas, aptionoonidina tionesinttid 4ftrenaketianscase A, The digital

storage apparatus 10 may be either, [ ' . %‘Iﬂﬂg gl it.
afor_ement?gtﬁga %'%\ﬂ(n,gnr% a?)? %g?#)erl ;Ir;%sr?agr(?(%g %%%Bo%ﬁje{ﬁp qgrr}%é,l% PDA, %@h%%%?sjﬂg : nliglriaﬂ:ﬁe nt
g_e\(;cle, a[mftsa_) $ettictibheatipachBiordgd ghp=elrcting @eprpsemafigkey 514 DmMPEHEea in a handheld
igital entertainm \ j ' £ [ ling (2
tne gl SO a0 S O o R e 1 anable

transfér ofiddtarfaynbena émlg@eaﬁkiw $§@@cﬁ9ﬁ&$@@&¥ﬁb&ﬁiﬁ5\a¥&%@m@t BRERAge bank 90 is
a collectivg deray Whigl} %ﬂé”ﬁ%{%@sfa?&‘ QAGER SiyasmEPRRaiLSLRR A PkErrRMAR Sthgage apparatus

93. The on-site storage appar 102 and the remote storar%e apparatus 93 may be connected with

one anothkeyloardeifBriaomosisch Alsanyt BRMhIRYIgReMRE PRIUSABIRWASH GLPE SR he remote

storage appfaLYso? Boudy-SEneftkrically located in either a same country or a different country. The
remote 25 storage apparatus 93 may include content which is not "stocked" by a proprietor of the

location where the digitgl content is accessible/purchasable. As such, the remote storage apparatus 93
may pe opegirs BYsRsigHta QuReHNE daiim inelanekismdiy ekamplimatitioyithstuntiesiebook

D Spion oe e s SN EAACEER A A i e o 20
accessibleGischazably DEg0dnasit eiatedepapgpiiatasliz0 206dikndtudaxanspleenostarvhich may
Show contets 0 A S Gk S PRI S ALiBIE ARRBY AR AR U AU Bn-site
storage apparatus 102 is not limiting, as the on-site storage apparatus 102
15 may be deployed at any location retailing digital content. The location 200 of
the on-site storage apparatus 102 may include accessibility to materials which
aid the user in selecting the digital content desired by the user. The locaﬁo‘n
200 of the on-site storage apparatus 102 may be af an area where the user is
able to obtain access to the materials which aid the user in selecting the
20 digital content desired by the user in a form such as, for example, a graphical
description, a textual description, a sample portion, or any combination of the
aforementioned.

Referring to Figure 5A, the coupling of the digital storage apparatus 100 and

25  the storage bank 90 may be enabled by placing the digital storage apparatus
100 into a first receptor 101 of the on-site storage apparatus 102. The first
receptor {01 may include a physical connector for conhecting the digital
storage apparatus 100 with the on-site storage apparatus 102. Alternatively,
the first receptor 101 may be simply for placement of the digital storage

30 apparatus 100 as the digital storage apparatus 100 is able to wirelessly
connect with the on-site storage apparatus 102.

The coupling of a plurality of models of digital storage apparatus 100 and the

storage bank may be enabled by including a plurality of connecting
" 10



9 WO 20101053445PCT/SG20091000380 2A, the user is shown an option on the screen 114 to make
a purchase using either an online catalog 116 (accessible at the on-site storage apparatus 102) or a

selection apRashRA9A{PY selecting an option of "key" 118). While a keyQQayd d#@os0a56vN

incorporated on the on-site apparatus 102, the screen 5 114 may be a touch-sensitive screen (as
shown) which would not require a use of either the keyboard 140 or any other input device.

Alternativefedienienisoard W9, armsitesstaragy inppadeivec10dy FousxaaieeWitedcreen 114 is
not touch-sensitive. 1Q Eigure possibl p. n 5gmol Uiy gthe on-site
storage aﬁBQF%ﬁﬁYglng Q%gargﬁﬁagzg%n%rtgﬁ %k():a?tﬁ sgelllén% a selg?:?%%t%ﬁ (F.",a‘D% 202, DVDs 204

and relateshpanape pafizop dbdilnfsite stonalgs mpneretyscifiindniguwre fide. Thes stsible
devloymep oL 10 ROk o o iR ORRDSARRRIUS 68 oo aanasdaprer i sorage

apparatusr?[ may be at any location retailing digital content. The location 200 of the

y o
on-sité stot@ge Hihbeing fooifeyentimasialstopasiieys mhdioial FIERIS PRRAIRIMSIN selecting the

digital conieiy AEREAGY HeHSRHIERBIGAIAN EAholdbE ey Sl el drpmsARRaGHIetoHI may be atan
area where the user is able to obtain access to the materials which aid the user in selecting the 20
digital conteedeleSipesHiprms lﬁéﬂ'@i@'@?ﬁi@ﬁ:ﬁ‘ﬁ%@“@“@é@@pl@?&@F&ﬁﬁf&fzﬂrd@ ri%ﬁgn, a textual

description, & SRERIE RPriRAnRIENURRIRINEM et b AlnmRRetiaH. Refs/riifiarehtgure 5A, the
coupling of the digital storage apparatus 100 and 25 the storage bank 90 may be enabled by placing
the digital @W@@e%&pﬁ?&f@ﬁr‘loo into a first receptor 101 of the on-site storage apparatus 102. The

first rgeeptor 101 may include a physical connector for connecting the digital storage apparatus 100

blacement HRBHABI RIS L0 AP S 15 A Bl 41 o e AP D 2R able (o
wirelessly GaapfrAt vetickh e amlsitnstaheg tikepdaratititid? . theedigitalistprigepappdtatoSmodels of
cigtal storgge BpRRLELT ARSI SIS URATHE BIRkbe SR BpAld 162 kg o
known wireless technologies, such as, for example, Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, 3G,
15 GPRS and so forth. When the digital storage apparatus 100 connects
wirelessly with the on-site storage apparatus 102, the digital storage
apparatus 100 may still be placed and preferably locked with the on-site

storage apparatus 102 in either the slots 110 or receptors 101, 112.

20 Referring to Figures 1 and 2A, subsequently in the method 20, the digital
| storage apparatus 100 is locked (24) in the receptor 101. The locking of the
digital storage apparatus 100 may be enabled by removing 107 the selection
apparatus 104 (26) from a receptacle 106 of the on-site storage apparatus

102. The locking of the digital storage apparatus 100 may be by, for example,

25  covering openings of the receptors 101, 112, and the slots 110, anchoring of
the digital storage apparatus 100 using lockable connecting mechanisms
when the digital storage apparatus 100 is placed in the receptors 101, 112,

and the slots 110, and so forth. The locking of the digital storage apparatus

100 ensures a presence of the digital storage apparatus 100 at the on-site

30 storage apparatus 102 as long as the selection apparatus 104 is not placed in

the receptacle 106.

The selection apparatus 104 may be used both for unlocking the digital

storage apparatus 100 from the receptor 101 of the on-site storage apparatus
11



WO 20101053445PCT/SG20091000380 mechanisms on the on-site storage apparatus 102. For
example, wired connectors 108, memory card slots 110, and a second receptor 112 are shown as part
of the on-siteaiPsa@R aqikaratus 102 in Figure 5A. The first receptor 101 may-pigo aisfsdoigm the
second receptor 112, with each receptor 5 101, 112 being for different models/types/forms of digital
storage apparatus 100. Typically, in an instance when each receptor 101, 112 is for different

models/typ

chiheflarptiansetdhe Sovwings a0d, fenctelectingotheodigited contentviarfor example,

different CORNEALYS, ggsqm%{hg@%_diﬁerent depths, and so forth. 10 The memory card slots 110

may be used with S

cards, CF cards, XD cards, "memory stick" cards and the like. In addition, the

digital storage apparatus 100 may also connect wirelessly with the on-site storage apparatus 102

using knoVREYEFRIRS 6S HHO U wisieh Sisold X YomienSiketp

When the digital storage apparatus 100 connects wirelessly with the on-site storage a

2 i RE da&ehsS and so forth.

aratus 102,

the digital SRS IHhrdRe selacionArnatited ehaarineude o katavwendes ite storage

apparatus TAg tatiiehdes s2smay be regé&tw%@éinliﬂa?orﬁ%ﬁ&{qféiaﬂﬁg Kogeaibiesd 2A,
subsequent%in the method 20, the digjtal storag;ﬁfpparatus 100 is locked (24) in the receptor 101.

The Iockin&

51 BEIRY SeleciedhbyatuR SR Hay Fatenmardan§ieanbe seleeied

lection

3pparlatus 6k (26) &mplg@@ﬂﬁ%&%@%@w&@ﬁcﬁ@@wéﬁ%W-rﬁﬁééﬁ%ing of the

igital storage ratus 100 may be by, for. example, 25 covering gpenings of the rece
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608 which enables wireless transmission of the information to the storage
bank 90. The transmission of information to the storage bank 90 may be via
transmitting the information to the on-site storage apparatus 102. The
selection apparatus 104 will be described in greater detail in a subsequent
section.

The information transmitted to the storage bank 90 includes both an identity of
the digital content and a usage term of the digital content. The usage term of
the digital content may be either permanent or a pre-determined time period
(similar to loaning, except without a need to return the digital content). Both
the identity of the digital content and the usage term of the digital content may
determine a cost of the digital content. The usage term of the digital content
may be a com’ponent of playback rights of a .digital package of the digital

~ content.

Referring to Figure 1, in the method 20, the information received from the
selection apparatus 104 is processed (30) at the storage bank 90 to
determine the digital content selected by the user. The processing of the
information at the storage bank 90 may be done at the on-site storage
apparatus 102 as the on-site storage apparatus 102 also has data processing

capabilities. After processing the information at the storage bank 90, the
12



102 at the location of the coupling, and for selecting the digital content for purchase (28) in the method
20. Referring to Figure 6 which shows a schematic diagram of the selection 5 apparatus 104, the

selection apRaRbR A4 Bay include a data reader 602. The data reader 6Py a6 ¢4e5s) to obtain
information relating to the digital content being selected by the user. The data reader 602 may be

selected from, for example, a RF receiver, a bar code reader, a serial number reader, a visual indicia

reader or &i8ragenbanii G ds wbletorsleianmine dherigitabeoniend sgipatedubyl therhagralso allow the
user to enjgf fﬁfﬁfméel@&%@éﬂg!@{cﬁ‘éﬁ@g gﬁgﬁg Bydne user. The information may be

entered using input keys 604 or using a display 606 on the selection apparatus 104 which is a touch
sensitive screen. The selection apparatus 104 includes a wireless transceiver 608 which enables

wireless UrpRgragaReO bk 9P HREN Ueterinfm e (aeterARBKigdi "G drageppiaraignformation to

the storage bank 90 may be via transmitting the information to the on-site storage apparatus 102. The

selecfion d9hisablets githss guppesthighdefinitior digitaheamest (3l & dhendigitathe information
transmittegttndfe dppraatls ka0 duretobstipporidaiatidefitiotidgiiePishiertdpeisage term of

the digital content. The usaggl term of the dig{tal content may be either permanent or a pre-determined

time perioStRRARPENOIN Y Huptaatha Hidhasiniicanyersian sbithe disital Bt he identity of
the digital nﬁmm d@ﬁ&hﬁ?ﬁf@ﬁ éprrla@mbel dmm%:qﬂmetmmﬂét&?@fmigpaaenastmoheddigitaltl
content. The us term of the djgjtal content.may be a component of playback rights of a digita
package d?tfﬂ?ﬁi%ﬁ!ﬁ ﬁn?&l&?ﬂifém‘ﬁg‘wﬂlbﬂ%‘1'?#5%%%%(5}03#?0,%?é]ﬂ?o%ﬁ"?‘feceived from
the 3D seldcvemicad @ atos IHighsdeftritioncue(3®) raioth thet aligitel beo &t timide themdigithle digital
content se b er, essi f.the information at,the stor, bank 90 may be done at
the on-siteéché%gge)% %a}iﬁﬁfsﬁqg 8%8 fhg gﬁ%s@g &%r?&@?{%ﬁ?&ﬁé‘f@%@@ﬁa eré'gt'z{o&ocessing
capabilitieversien pfdtesdigiiaheantenthataynbet thex storagrebsertk digjtaiditefamatgetieimk 90 is able to

determineégﬁ gﬁgg&%ﬁﬁggégée&}%wﬁgﬁjHﬁgﬁg@ﬁgﬁdﬂt&t%lﬁg{%p@@éﬁorage apparatus 100.

The storage ba etermines w er storage apparatus 5 100 is able to either
support high definition digital content (32). If the digital storage apparatus 100 is able to support high

definson qigisg ﬁ%}%et%émﬁaedﬁ?ﬁ% %%MH@%‘THBQ%E{@ e dsE8iteRr NalRian&ithe digital
content into the digital storage apparatus 100 (34). If the digital storage apparatus 100 is not able to
support hi&ﬁ?bf@ﬁﬁ%&ﬁﬁﬁ&# ycHiretieraae ey @bamsmek confirmation from the user

via the selection apparatus 104 in relation to whether the user prefers a high
definition version or a non high definition version of the selected digital
content. Alternatively, the method 20 may be configured such that only the

20 non high definition version of the digital content is made available to a digital
storage apparatus 100 without media playback capability given a lower
incidence of compatibility/playback issues for the non high definition version of
digital content.

25 In the method 20, the storage bank 90 then determines whether the digital
content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the location
200 ata fréduency above a pre-determined number (38). If at least one of the
digital content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the
location 200 at the frequency above the pre-determined number, that digital
30 content is stored at the on-site storage apparatus 102 and obtained from the
on-site storage apparatus 102 (40). The digital content which is downloaded
from the on-site storage apparatus 102 is downloaded at a faster rate to the
digital storage apparatus 100 compared to digital content which is

downloaded from the remote storage apparatus 93. If at least one of the
13



10 download a non high definition version of the digital content into the digital storage apparatus 100
(36). It should be appreciated that the high definition version of the digital content may be in a

compressed @igitg| g fpgnat which can be decompressed to display the highy defipiting.efshe digital
content. 15 In an instance when the digital storage apparatus 100 does not have media playback

capability, the storage bank 90 may seek confirmation from the user via the selection apparatus 104 in

relation to%@hmméewam@ﬁ gseniibisersielectes o nithardusiedontvilieion of the
selected dl&&é!i&ﬂ%@-é%'t%ﬁ&&gé\chd@%mmﬁez%@-% HHUYHERBEEN AL gigdhe 20 non

high definition version of the digital content is made available to a digital storage apparatus 100

without m&@atpMyisaskEsHablithgivematsiaraasd apeaistus nanstisibipipey tEermidbees for the non
high defi”i@ﬂd@rwéﬁéjigﬁ?!a?@ﬂf@'ﬁs 432y thRdGiHIRd EBniBRISIRRIF Badbwiidhgaietermines

whether the digital content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the location 200 at a

frequehcy e/ thg pREIQIRCstRNAS® ARRBAtESH 3 indeuslandeds aha alpwet iR AP dBRcted by the

user is alsgiggg;pt%@g@hqwgﬁﬁ th@dpcagﬁ{b_g%att@e aqgﬂgpngarﬂgﬁyem#cwe?getermined
number, that digital 30 content is stored at the on-site storage apparatus 102 and obtained from the
on-site sto‘fi%@%’ﬁﬂﬁ%tlﬁ@%ﬂﬁoﬁnfﬂ@dE}Rﬁ%%n?&mﬁ i &ﬁ)\bﬁf&‘bﬁ,@d AHiRReLe -site storage

apparatus détisid pmniasiecier adastrinsieriodorsligiteativaghpsipal distahBeszompared to digital
content which is downloaded from the remote storage apparatus 93. If at least one of the 13 digital

content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the location 200 at a frequency below
the pre-defkhenstedageniizak tbot netalctenttines wostitbatthe dighatskiraggeapppestuss and obtained

from the relraatﬁ g%%gﬁcﬁoﬁﬁgé%sg g)% ¥%%.CER/% g(i it%le?é%lgﬁgt #\éll?{éi; ig) étg\évgé%% eﬂ from the remote

storage apparatus ower rate 0 tus compared to
digital consinragkichaskio9fh|ostienirines ttambrifsitedigited gstarageaappataite cld@etafsnherent
network limitati r ferr VRl € ' ' bank 90 next
determine@vﬁ@'ﬁ%ﬁ%f@%%&grggtoi%cgéj@pﬁgerﬁ%s&}gg ﬁa@%ﬁ @?ﬁ?ﬂ&%@&@%ﬂ%&iﬁ%@{ie selected

digital confefe(va g firsldrdiratiervanitteospiestipmappative Wditettvng thapimeathat100 has
insufigientRAGHY| Lt 6raEE SR SRIRCRID HaLahSRRERRNAE pHiGH SThE AT §iRGIugt R st indication

on the selection apparatus 104 notifying the user that 15 the digital storage apparatus 100 has

insufficienf A AGPravidersbn ar dodicater madie. Rk of the sriveisnABRaR®E2 10 he selection

apparatus 94nhaw$ NAWdare! B vk VE tr anEaISSPS PO ARLIRECTEYS IS RRNYPB AR received by
the transceiver, 60; the selection apparatus 104. The first indication on the s I?‘Ic?tio_n apparatus 104
i

f
may includ&%fdYeXa p@%@%”u%ﬁeéﬁqacﬁgﬁti%,tgﬁ SeiRR AR A D AN A RSai¥Son or any
combinatigndi¢dkie rmionethe dislactiomnappeirtsnetaneayicides fhgitdaipryaappaaitus 100 has

insufficient capagity to receive the.selected digital.content,.the. selected digital content may be written
oo SCpor BB S A AUIAD LIIREHE o AL B car A A BNBNO B sate
memory, dhe thfofimeidrsedudh, shehoarsitsEncagetzeneatatudigRal rstoyadecappardéus
faciltylcapafity i wls i3 Anemagievs Jiscae e uaraduan it SiRs, bak 0
determines whether a modification has

selected digital content may be written onto a portable storage device such as,

for example, magnetic disc media, portable solid state memory, and the like.

25 As such, the on-site storage apparatus 102 may also include a

facility/capability to write data onto magnetic disc media. -

Subsequently, the storage bank 90 determines whether a modification has
been made to a selection of the digital content (order)(48). The modification
30 may be made using the selection apparatus 104, with the modification being,
for example, de-selecting digital content, selecting additional digital content,
changing a purchase tenure of digital content, or any combination of the
aforementioned. In an instance where the at least one digital content is de-

selected, the de-selected content which has been downloaded into the digital
' 14



been made to a selection of the digital content (order)(48). The modification 30 may be made using the
selection apparatus 104, with the modification being, for example, de-selecting digital content,

selecting adqjifi9rayodiglak content, changing a purchase tenure of digital cteRlRhSHFemMbination
of the aforementioned. In an instance where the at least one digital content is deselected, the

de-selected content which has been downloaded into the digital 14 storage apparatus 100 will be
deleted fraoragalapparbiadOapui-he dested bpmithesdigitelustoagedapparatnseh®Being
download gd to the digital storage 5 apparatus 100 do not contain a digital package containing
playback rights (52). The digital content without the digital package is incomplete and may not be
played back on any media playback device/application. Referring to Figures 1 and 5B -- 5E, the user

then initiatgs MigORRAIRY (RE) QiGN Emibs: BEIRPASRHR UL RS i disiilicaplerk Referring to

Figure 58, the user m%é&elect a "check out" 150 option on the display 606 of the selecCtion apparatus
104 teinitidRParatus105cde el portalsa digitalprtkagacantainingataxhrrindoitsdd2but 150

option, themeagwédh@ﬁewﬁﬂgn tallP4cRagE BihtuhikiBafg Ay didhsen-site storage

15 apparatus 102, as shown in Figure 5C. The user may then select a "confirm purchase" 160 option
on the scrO&@yed PasiR &0y Wﬁﬁé’@(ﬁ@%tﬂﬁ‘ﬂ%@ﬂ?ﬂﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁan may be of a form selected from, for

example, a face-to-face interaction with a person, an interaction with a payment machine (as shown),
a series of jnstructions cafried qut over the Internet, and any combination of 20 the aforementioned. In
this instan E{Bm Fﬂ éngF@%E),atﬂg éée?’ig%smﬁ H%ﬁ%ﬁ\e&lﬁ'tﬁt@%ﬁlﬂ@ﬁﬁ@é@ﬁﬁ% e apparatus
102 wwmakienhaythenhfottbe Orthasechisedigi aligitakegetonthRellgiing totFiguseddB/nloaded into

the digital gtorage ap aratua 1(%0 once the tra sgg?; on far the digjtal content i m Iﬁed. Itis
preferable TattRe onrate st r%tgg aﬁngau 0275 B0 Z%nailasp%%l? ?Xaé\(/%) poag/ &nt modes
besides creeleciodsamiaradies d€4otoeiaitigie, thavingssaotiom tdingatchassattirdigital, stored value
cards, thir e d jops.an orthe Finally, after c leti transaction, the
digital stor%é@gaﬁtbgfﬁ%i %%gﬁﬁa%e r%r%%l\z/e% roﬁeoﬁ%e%ﬁ%?aﬁggeg Q&Eé%tsusﬁﬁj%Z (56).
Referring @flﬁgﬁ@é wpﬁf@%@_e'l_ﬁémapbdmw&mmpM@frﬂwm@KQFﬁME% which
correspondiggly niogythes ol SR 296 ABRRSSSL 06T sy YR SlERIATLARRRR S 104 remains

at the on-site storage apparatus 102 subsequent to an unlocking of digital storage apparatus 100. A
power souPtischase” 160 option on the screen 114 to proceed with the transaction. The

transaction may be of a form selected from, for example, a face-to-face
interaction with a person, an interaction with a payment machine (as shown),
a series of instructions carried out over the internet, and any combination of

20 the aforementioned. In this instance shown in Figure 5D, the user is using a
credit card 170 at the on-site storage apparatus 102 to make payment for the
purchase. The digital package of the digital content is downloaded into the
digital storage apparatus 100 once the transaction for the digital content is
completed. It is preferable that the on-site storage apparatus 102 is able to

25 accept alternative payment modes besides credit cards 170, such as, for
example, savings account-linked transaction cards, stored value cards, third
pérty enabled transactions and so forth.

Finally, after completion of the transaction, the digital storage apparatus 100
30 may be removed from the on-site storage apparatus 102 (56). Referring to -
Figure 5E, the selection apparatus 104 may be placed into the receptacle 106
which correspondingly unlocks the digital storage apparatus 100. Thus, the
selection apparatus 104 remains at the on-site storage apparatus 102

subsequent to an unlocking of digital storage apparatus 100. A power source
15



15 of the selection apparatus 104 may also be charged when the selection apparatus 104 is placed in
the receptacle 106. Prior to placing the selection apparatus 104 into the receptacle 106 to unlock 5 the

digital storagg gRpayaiysd 00 for removal of the digital storage apparatus 1Q0fkem bR fabsite storage
apparatus 102, the selection apparatus 104 may receive a second indication on the selection

apparatus 104 relating to completion of the digital content download. The second indication may
include, fopfeXaensielestiosuapparetisd il Ah max maxdp chageditivhaniritieaselectiono any

combinati%Bé;gﬁlgfmwamn%gr%ﬁgggﬁcond indication may be depicted on the screen

114 of the on-site storage apparatus 102 oted that physical representations of the
various apparatus as described in the aforementioned method 20 using the requisite figures should 15

not be consigliresl HBhiIHESdIR AMNBRPRRALES 102 RySiRR FepspesatepsisfdRpRyRIious

apparatus are égu_rel for illustrative purposes. In a second aspect, there is provided an apparatus for
Ig

selecfing dhft SHRRID FRPRAUFIIR f@&zﬁﬂmﬁ)\lﬂ\\é}fetﬁgjfﬁﬂﬁﬁkﬁiﬂfég%ﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ%ouples toa 20
storage bayg famithdosrstiaorageapparaidd woedtnstesiBeite dpratdssrbesegarlier. The

digital content may be, for example, video files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines, any

combinatiSR%HYRe ArcierRadidRdigainsOfothe TRE/RIR SBPrjRtup pAPAuLiRlDG tRither
embeddedtinsplistidarod e syt lonetstigitd wilbade T sEberebindicatientanerheledise may be, for

instance, @ mobile phone, a PDA, a handheld digital eptertainment device, ang s, forth. The digital
storage a§85&?fa@§£edé‘p\’§88 iWﬁa\ﬁ%ﬁgr’j %ne'mﬁagj JH: '3%%&%@?3‘%@‘&?@%%%nment device.
Refelencee@nyrmﬂabmﬁi@n_reﬁ 2hendforehmntiesedbiAlichatieddytitheappesad sndidativahould be noted
that a phyﬁ;]%%} B%Dcrj%sb?&t&ﬁ' i the screen 114 of the on-site storage apparatus 102.

It should be noted that physical representations of the various apparatus as

described in the aforementioned method 20 using the requisite figures should
15 not be considered to be limitihng in any manner, as the physical

representations of the various apparatus are purely for illustrative purposes.

In a second aspect, there is provided an apparatus for selecting digital content
for purchase from a location where a digital ‘storiage apparatus couples to a

20 storage bank. This is the selection apparatus 104 used in the method 20 as
described earlier. The digifal content may be, for example, video files, audio
files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines, any combination of the
aforementioned and so forth. The digital storage apparatus may be either
embedded in a device or a standalone digital storage unit. The

25 aforementioned device may be, for instance, a mobile phone, a PDA, a
handheld digital entertainment device, and so forth. The digital storage
apparatus as depicted in Figure 5 is embedded in a handheld digital
entertainment device. Reference is made to Figures 2 and 6 when describing
the selection apparatus 104. It should be noted that a physical representation

30 of the selection apparatus 104 as depicted in the aforementioned figures
should not be considered to be limiting in any manner, and any physical
representation is purely for illustrative purposes.

16



30 of the selection apparatus 104 as depicted in the aforementioned figures should not be considered
to be limiting in any manner, and any physical representation is purely for illustrative purposes. The

storage bank39 iga¢8ligctive term which includes an on-site storage appa@fis;369,5didsg remote
storage apparatus 93. The on-site storage apparatus 102 and the remote storage apparatus 93 may

be connected with one another on a network 95. The on-site storage apparatus 102 may include 5 a
screen 114 hehistorage Hravk Qhisrascollgalive derarwhighrénclutiesan possitdestii@goment of a

plurality of é}gfa'ge %ﬁﬁgﬁpﬁ%*&@%@%ﬁﬁggﬁwg%@r L?ﬁ@“BH.@HQ %qg?[a}%é selection of

CDs 202, DVDs 204 a paraphernalia example, posters, pictoriald and the like.

This possiBRPaEpY§HBR: andhibe|(raIREos PIaeR -BRPaRING 8% Py diesconpacies nithimiting, as the
on-site stosRBCARRAERYR A0tcRRrPssIemevsLsie BilerRliaBpaRRISCRIP ™20t on-site

storage apparatus 102 may include materials which aid the user in selecting desired digital content.

The IctatiéhSRIee) thtdoMRieh Ay FhanpeeRiesteote rasdBehaRraBIgWRAIRRWSE & is able to

obtain accessdbBASHRGWENELRIS BIarafe) 81 W&@ﬁt@e&{ﬁgq@ SHRERLERN OB ihagform such as,
for example, a graphical description, a textual description, a sample portion, or any combination of the
aforementiSitgaRdmIOHaTPERIGR %qgrﬁéﬂ'@,ﬂcﬁ@%i)eéém&ﬁ%g% W%e%%’*e%ﬂgn 20

3ppara;u$réﬁﬁeti!lq5§r§p$ﬁs?héﬁﬁlﬂQﬁ'ﬁﬁé%?méfﬁblé,W&W&iﬁw 838 ﬁdil&éﬁh a locking
evice for ensuring non-removal of t igital stora: aratys 100 when coupled to the on-site
storage apﬁ&%ﬁ@fb@ﬁ?@%&%%?ﬁﬁ"ﬁu@%ﬁ W%&pﬁi\%&iﬁgﬁ P@Sr%m%%'ﬁs hentication
procéss. Ferreod@linpiinghas drecborsitppstiatgel Sdpanaius clodemag ractidpio yey, dhalp retractable
key being gxtepded-whep a kevhgle.is present in.the Jocking device. Alternatively. the selection
apparatusF%ﬂ{ng% t?%r?sg%cr?slé% v%ﬁgrg% exiﬁnt‘;?'&? t#grgglgc?%aﬁ%%graﬁg% Mt é‘\‘gsgeiver in the
locking dewiederiatsewhiclitaistdhegesapparstlsctiog tiegiced digiativemientiofiherdaeatiomhich leads to
unlocking ing device | gngf'i imnilasta.a.” SS.3 . [ dern
automobiIegsb.BIT%é(i"gglgc?![i%ﬁké}a%i;f(J)zfl]cr3 tus %é?én%%q??guﬂggya%%é raenagregr%{syg| ‘_Iv‘\fé‘l%een@)% gleg used to obtain
informatioRPégatd pidfake argesscimteratpanly ydchedid e ussyr imeeleating alksieol may be
selecigd frgigitdpr SRBIIGNAROMRFANER 18, for example, a graphical description, a

textual description, a sample portion, or any combination of the

aforementioned.

Referring to Figure 6 which shows a schematic diagram for the selection
20 apparatus 104, there is shown the selection apparatus 104 including a key
610 used with a locking device for ensuring non-removali of the digital storage
apparatus 100 when coupled to the on-site storage apparatus 102. The key
610 may be either a physical structure or a wireless authentication process.
For example, the selection apparatus 104 may include a retractable key, the
25 retractable key being extended when a keyhole is present in the locking
device. Alternatively, the selection apparatus 104 is a transponder, where
proximity of the selection apparatus 104 to a receiver in the locking device in
the on-site storage apparatus 102 triggers an authentication process which
leads to unlocking of the locking device in a manner similar to a “keyless
30 entry” feature for modern automobiles.

The selection apparatus 104 may include a data reader 602 which may be
used to obtain information relating to the digital content being selected by the

user. The data reader 602 may be selected from, for example, a RF receiver,
17



a bar code reader, a serial number reader, a visual indicia reader or any combination of the
aforementioned. Referring to Figure 28, there is shown an example of how the data reader 602 is used

to obtain infopraadiend@lating to the digital content being selected by the uspgrlhiendigingd information
may 5 be an order. Each of the digital content may be tagged 99, with each tag being, for example, an

RF tag, a bar code, a serial number strip, a visual indicia tag, or any combination of the
aforement@rial. Todeuseadely poteriake maktioneades sauvisoal dntieisareadearf ardasyed digital

content to gﬁeﬁﬁmoq\eair% Te]] rﬁQH{ gvpge%%%ge %ﬁ%d%éiﬂgﬁgg%%%edﬁointed at 10

the tags 9 pends on a combination of the data rea ags eing used. Obtaining

informatio@*ﬁiﬁp!ﬁeofabgwgh%iﬁ@@n@ﬁdﬁ Qs sodole thbtsindblionmatioar selatingatenay be, for
example, g N ol Boing'Bsdee bl iHe BSclaRTS LB KA HoRTARSH ma,The selection
apparatus 104 may also allow the user to enter information , relating to the digital content desired by

the usér akf @aYeeicnEasbieh therigha) eorietdvapbeotaaaes 9 withcrrrhitEgmation may
be enteredygfigy foPUsEARBRIS 59%)@;}%%?%&@,09 QRABF SEIRGEPSBRNASAVISUHP4 Which may

be a touch sensitive screen (as shown e display 606 showing 20 the order may be a panel such

as, for exatfidialte® oFrnycenmiipationohing aitameninnathdibeHeatigym iy 8y also be used
for modifyisgideticrdgipikatuieirienting tigiod sTicidsheld digtapddiilentidisérltantent, changing

purchase tenure of digital content, or,any combination of the aforementioned. 25 Referring to Figure
2C, there |§ﬁﬁ@1£ﬁ%ﬂi@éﬁ%ﬁ%n\&??ﬂi%ﬁgﬁ AR FBAER I R N898D IhERPRIERLAL 4. Besides the
selectivn ¢he Ry Qefhindebardloambttbfiarephitivalifn Afatile? BO22A0MNE,tAgstes, pictorials
and the likg, the location 200 may: also includg at least one digital catalog 800. The on-site 30 storage
102 also aﬁgwg ggc%is@ﬁ@éﬂ%f’?? fﬂé%?%ﬁg%ﬁ%ec}@ﬂgl%gfé?&?ﬁﬁ a 49 ggté:ﬂ?e digital
catalog 800nhye ssetdictidreapmanains Whemine batdiog Gimpleotdépuinieed-Stenat ast one digital
catalog 80 mﬁ%{gﬁag&?ﬁmﬁmt&p“‘%@%ﬁ&_ & %K(%(I)pljgg%ging to Figure 2E, the user may use the
tolo ital Conte a a searc

catalog 80 cate desired digi Vi h function. While 18 Figure 2E shows the
catalog 800 having a touch sensitive screen for the input of instructions, the catalog 800 is not limited

o usifg or@ UEREGISINNESHREA 42" Mgy AL OLIBH wilOnSer 15 GARRIOHRIfMRy,DE connected

to an input device like either a keyboard or a’'mouse for the input of instructions. 5 Furthermore, the

selection d§iRlRg01 thensligitaksadacdesieth ptheiasier akinne aursrsgabobinstianwireless
connectivitgeReHHGNE dusssRBf, JBerRle/oh8 i HhAY misRMEINS AR5 slaidrgdo
using input controls 604 or using a display 606 on the selection apparatus 104
which may be a touch sensitive screen (as shown). The display 606 showing
20 the order may be a panel such as, for example, LCD, TFT, or OLED. The
input controls 604, and/or the display 606 may also be used for modifying the
order, like, de-selecting digital content, selecting additional digital content,
changing purchase tenure of digital content, or any combination of the
aforementioned.
25
Referring to Figure 2C, there is shown another section of the brick-and-mortar
location 200 shown in Figure 4. Besides the selection of CDs 202, D</Ds 204
and related paraphernalia 206 like for example, posters, pictorials and the like,
the location 200 may also include at least one digitai catalog 800. The on-site
30 stdrage 102 also allows access to content of the at least one digital catalog
800. The at least one digital catalog 800 may scroll advertisements when the
catalog 800 is not being used. The at least one digital catalog 800 may list all
content in the storage bank 90. Referring to Figure 2E, the user may use the

catalog 800 to locate desired digital content via a search function. While
18



the digital content desired by the user which was selected via use of the 10 catalog 800. When the
user selects desired digital content as described earlier in relation to Figure 2E, the catalog 800 may

retrieve the igfermatignglating to the desired digital content and transmit thedataonifsigssly to the
selection apparatus 104. The selection apparatus 104 may receive the information by being positioned

close to the catalog 800 (within a pre- 15 determined range), to receive the data relating to the digital
content deEigie¢Eheheses. thacataloand§lhbaviogiadeushtisensilive sickassOB i dngpelbction

apparatus dphdriguierd) Hheva ey W BT RAifDE B EsiAGELMAY TaBLIG SaHalag.B00. This
ata e

confirmation step of Figure 20 prevents erroneous reception 0 y the selection apparatus 104

which mayS§easieiardhedomuar inpitialianss e cataing Digerheneannesteddooanoo. It is
appreciateh Al RIRASAUE 'EREIIANIRNBRENEY LLAbIkESaY I RpGLLFHIREIBAHgIta! storage

apparatus 100 from the on-site storage apparatus 102 due to time used for downloading unwanted

content to fHEHRAPSRorthR SplestiansanaretusHt0dimaxsalemderinsasn@eraneiBkiction

apparatus d&¥ide Rsraiee E8EaIvE miﬁgw@ Qﬁ@é&@dhﬁé@m@g 800, such that the user is able to
ascertain a location where the user is positioned when the positional data is shown on the display 606

on the selection apparatus 104. This may aid the user in 30 confirming the_ user's position in Fhe o
brick-and-Refearitas aFiglie. 2B tihes duitoy/ 860 iBesHeN iarSRiRRieCHath eRAIAG0104 is within a

o e usen e G RREHFL PRI 15, HESE GRS B e HRABD O 000350
distahfe whaialtge 666: i¥\dida ttheeuseonseldstshdegired thigitaltabon@d®. as described

earlier in relation to Figure 2E, the catalog 800 may retrieve the information
relating to the desired digital content and transmit the data wirelessly to the
selection apparatus 104. The selection apparatus 104 may receive the
information by being positioned close to the catalog 800 (within a pre-

15 determined range), to receive the data relating to the digital content desired
by the user. The data may be received by the transceiver 608 of the selection
apparatus 104. Figure 2G shows the user confirming the data received from
the catalog 800. This confirmation step of Figure 2G prevents erroneous
reception of data by the selection apparatus 104 which may be prevalent

20 when a plurality of the catalog 800 is present in the location 200. It is
appreciated that erroneous reception of data may lead to delays when
collecting the digital storage apparatus 100 from the on-site storage apparatus
102 due to time used for downloading unwanted content to the digital storage
apparatus 100.

25
The wireless transceiver 608 of the selection apparatus 104 may also receive
positional data from the catalog 800, such that the user is able to ascertain a
location where the user is positioned when the positional data is shown on the
display 606 on the selection apparatus 104. This may aid the user in

30 confirming the user’s position in the brick-and-mortar location 200.

Furthermore, when the user with the selection apparatus 104 is within a pre-
determined distance from the catalog 800, the selection apparatus 104 may

provide an indication to the user. The pre-determined distance may be a
19



The indication to the user may be triggered when the user ignores the catalog 800. The indication may
be primarily to capture attention from the user to focus on the catalog 800. The indication may be

provided by gjjngigaaLa module 612 in the selection apparatus 104, as shey§dmiighisse- The
indicator module 612 may include at least one, for example, illumination means, a vibrating means, an

audio reproduction means or any combination of the aforementioned. In Figure 20, the selection
apparatus distaiscshwheridtire vieninablbeio widun sbatpresdshenmings tstanesidg theaatalog 800. 10

When the ' atatys 104 vibrates, the user be, inclined to view the contents shown on
the cataloﬁgé,ﬂgn%(?{ﬁgyt e%h% usc% 8le§8 Ig%%ﬁ%ﬁ{;@&b %lés@&@@r?@gﬂgﬁ/ﬁ%ﬁﬂ% catalog 800
is of intere80@ thbeaidndiCEtiosaayidpeappianatily 104ajstanachideticimvrelasthsanseeiyer 608 for 15
transmitting.the. orde ?%p 90 and for receiving natifications on the selection apparatus
104. The w%)rg%ss réﬁtsgcg?\?éag{) méiﬂ%a@l@'tﬁae{'%glené |¥n8agp85?¥lﬁ§(£6’1 tS"E;é"(gS‘[ﬂ% Ec_)ntin_ually
conne&tedmothdestBiydrbahe %lactionnemrmm%,raqﬁ bhow®OinvtRigurecéssahe(ie. either
e nFRILARNEUIRS 14" RSP SRR ot RSt g o BRI, ARG Pank 20 10
receive the notifications).

means, a vibrating means, an audio reproduction means or any combination

of the aforementioned. In Figure 2C, the selection apparatus 104 is shown to

be vibrating when within the pre-determined distance to the catalog 800.

10 When the selection apparatus 104 vibrates, the user may be inclined to view
the contents shown on the catalog 800, and may be induced to use the

catalog 800 if the contents shown on the catalog 800 is of interest to the user.

The selection apparatus 104 also includes a wireless transceiver: 608 for
15 transmitting the order to the storage bank 90 and for receiving notifications on
the selection apparatus 104. The wireless transceiver 608 may enable the
selection apparatus 104 to be either continually connected to the storage
bank 90 or connected to the storage bank 90 when necessary (ie. either when
- transmitting the order or when receiving a “wake-up” instruction from the

20 storage bank 90 to receive the notiﬁcatibns). |

- Referring to Figure 2D, the selection apparatus 104 may periodically receive
notifications from storage bank 90 denoting “special offers” which are made
available at the location 200. These “special offers” may last for a pre-

25 determined time period, such as, for example, ten minutes, thirty minutes,
sixty minutes, and so forth. When the “special offers” relate to digital content
desired by the user, the user may enjoy the “special offers” by choosing an
“‘add to cart’ tab 650 on the display 606 of the selection apparatus 104. A
time-stamp in relation to when the “add to cart” tab 650 was selected will

30 determine whether the user is able to enjoy the “special offer”. As such, the
selection apparatus 104 may also include a controller 614 which controls the
selection apparatus 104, with the controller 614 having calendar-clock
functionality to provide the time-stamp. Referring to Figure 6, it can be seen

that the controller 614 processes data received from the input controls 604,
20



Referring to Figure 2D, the selection apparatus 104 may periodically receive notifications fro_m storage
bank 90 denoting "special offers" which are made available at the location 200. These "special offers"

may last for yyss19RAglgrmined time period, such as, for example, ten miggiag; IishomREuUtes, sixty
minutes, and so forth. When the "special offers” relate to digital content desired by the user, the user

may enjoy the "special offers” by choosing an "add to cart" tab 650 on the display 606 of t_he selection
apparatus e datanreastem@0R, ihiatidispay 66 thad dtd traraytd hadr GRB Whkes thelitatowill 30

determi r SEf.| ' e. ial . As such, the selection apparatus 104
measrgégﬁrﬁ%aﬂgaé%%#oﬁég 6%%&iﬂgﬁjg%ﬂglg$ﬁggs@%§%{h apparatus 104, with the controller 614
having calendar-clock functionality to provide the time-stamp. Referring to Figgre 6, it can be seen that
the control ivad from the | Is.604,,20.. W
20101053%5%@%%@%?%%@% %ﬁ?&l}%@%ﬁﬁﬂ?%ﬁﬁlgfﬁﬁﬂa PR Reiver 608. The
indicafor mtidhlinehpes _&@éhcanu@ﬁaatmmmmmn:emtenq:ram_mfarnm;emamfamey the data
readler 602i{3p RSO ABRREI irk Y B SIBR A ACHE Y BBl eapispt and a usage

term of the digital content. The usage term of the digital content may be either permanent or a

pre-deternfhét g ptaipingshiimetaesias(giniae 2 lnaniog aaxseptavition thaengdita content).

Both the idesitifn thié dstitplceniéey. aBEtHIAne ! Ja8RtIG B ofHE S| CHRLGRt By griermine a cost
of the digital content. 10 The usage term of the dlgltal content may be a component of playback rights

of a digital {SREEJEB BctbRyAigial fentent man e %ﬁ&fmwwléﬁé@!ﬁ/ the user is
also selectEHdyisier taner sE{HO @ligitatioontont ahayHa HBpSHETtseisipEBInagHymber, 15 that

digital content ig.stored at the on-site storage apparatus 102 and obtained directly from the on-site
storage ap Q i.'glpfgg. @&Sﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ%@ W’mfﬁp% downloaded from the on-site storage apparatus
102 is downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage apparatus 100-compared to digital content

which is dgRlqRERe o e HgE SIRERARSAAE vy BhiaSheTe Shie Jiial by

other users at the location 200 above a frequency of pre-determined number,

15 that digital content is stored at the on-site storage apparatus 102 and obtained

directly from the on-site storage apparatus 102. The digital content which is

downloaded from the on-site storage apparatus 102 is downloaded at a faster

rate to the digital storage apparatus 100 compared to digital content which is

downloaded from the remote storage apparatus..If at least one of the digital

20  content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the location

200 below the frequency of the pre-determined number, that digital content is

stored at the remote storage apparatus and obtained from the remote storage

apparatus. The digital content which is downloaded from the remote storage

apparatus is downloaded at a slower rate to the digital storage apparatus 100

25 compared to digital content which is downloaded from the on-site storage

apparatus 102 because of inherent network limitations for data transferred
over extended physical distances.

In a third aspect, there is provided a platform for purchasing and downloading
30 digital content into a digital storage apparatus. This is the on-site storage
apparatus 102 as described earlier in the method 20. The digital content may
be, for example, video files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines,
any combination of the aforementioned and so forth. The digital storage

apparatus 100 may be either embedded in a device or a standalone digital
21



20 content selected by the user is also selected by other users at the location 200 below the frequency
of the pre-determined number, that digital content is stored at the remote storage apparatus and

obtained frory e, (6/3:3lgstorage apparatus. The digital content which is dpwliQagesliing the remote
storage apparatus is downloaded at a slower rate to the digital storage apparatus 100 25 compared to

digital content which is downloaded from the on-site storage apparatus 102 beca_luse of inherent _
network lindtatirgs tmitddhetaiostermdiaved eedndadaheidardimtamoes.d mbiischhomest, there is

ided a pl i | igital congent into a djgital stoyage apparatus.
‘FI)'Loi;/Iis.eth:l 5&%@%&%&%@@@%@% (?jg%(ﬁj%egar |g_|‘ g esr%ef?lg.a' gﬁ‘?h‘ﬁ%{a al‘corytent
may be, foﬁ@(@ﬂ@léppﬁf@@ﬁleﬁ?%a@idﬁm@mﬁlmtﬁlgilu%, #?mkmmdtm;hmgﬁawggﬁt*og of
the aforemgpii [ e a i
aforementi A¥ Sy e’ A rigTsexanepIe, @ 3 A J ntertainmen
device, andgadasifiad naridiaHa! e FagBREEAVIMARR ?éﬁ@fé%%g%% ifgigedded in 2

handheld digital entertainment device. The digital storage apparatus may a memory cards

such as, foP&seigpRlogrgeararpaRisdd0RD dar@howtbniery swirdcdhsd, amd phwsikel Reference is
made to Figa{sfadntdiRin dgﬁcﬂgngﬁt@@nsﬁgﬁag@r%mat@@é% 'HéBW&b%Q%%d that a

physical re esentantipn of the on-site storage apparatus 102 as depicted in the aforementioned figures

should not HQESRERTGREASWraRTRaYIA apl basansideredde br ERHnednapyeaamnaasn is purely for

illustrative prepibrephysiealnejitesintageniiennirsiisiaPRlmeantiannifgdsestorage bank 90, the storage
bank 90 including a remote storage 93 that is connected to the on-site storage apparatus 102 on a

network. Data may be transferrable between the 15 on-site storage apparatus 102 and the remote
storage 93Tikeoresiteesitvaage apmatus 982magpdphyaitally doeairsyie BERRT @osame country or a

propretor o1t S SO AR R Son i 68 St bop dr dpage. -
apparatus S®rage bepavaitrd(s envigmstawrierData may be transferrable between the ‘
15 on-site storage apparatus 102 and the remote storage 93. The remote storage
apparatus 93 may be physically located in either a same country or a different
country. The remote storage apparatus 93 may include content which is not
“stocked” by a proprietor of the location where the digital content is accessible.
As such, the remote storage apparatus 93 may be operated by a rights owner
20  of digital content like, for example, a movie studio, a book publisher, a music
publisher and so forth. However, the remote storage apparatus 93 may also

be owned and operated by the proprietor of the location where the digital
content is accessible. '

25 The on-site storage apparatus 102 may be deployed at a brick-and-mortar
' location 200 selling a selection of CDs 202, DVDs 204 and related
paraphernalia 206 like for example, posters, pictorials and the like as shown

in Figure 4. This possible deployment of the plurality of the on-site storage
apparatus 102 is not limiting, as the on-site storage apparatus 102 may be

30 deployed at any location. The location 200 of the on-site storage apparatus
102 may include materials which aid the user in selecting the digital content.

The location 200 of the on-site storage apparatus 102 may be at an area
where the user is able to obtain access to the digital content in a form such as,

22



20 of digital content like, for example, a movie studio, a book publisher, a music publisher and so forth.
However, the remote storage apparatus 93 may also be owned and operated by the proprietor of the

location wheggdhg;digitakgontent is accessible. 25 The on-site storage appsEiishiidoiadasbe
deployed at a brick-and-mortar location 200 selling a selection of CDs 202, DVDs Z%Oar?gﬁrelated

paraphernalia 206 like fo_r example, posters, pictorials and the like as shown in Figure 4. This possible
deploymefsroéampleladitgreipthiealndsiseritiong enatpptuatiesodptiont drsamgleaponiodn-site storage

apparatus 102 may he 30.deployed at any location, The location 200 of the on-site storage apparatus
102 may iﬂEﬁ%?ﬁlﬁf 35 Wh?fli/heﬁoaaf MRS ecting the digital content. The location 200 of the

on-?itets_tora?e apparatus 102 may be at an area where the user is able to obtain access to the digital
e L R T T
on-sité staregeappasinkthe Uigkglistdrageapraiatiadatewbenmaigd to the storage
bank 90. The locking of the digital storage apparatus 100 may be enabled by
removing a selection apparatus 104 from a receptacle 106 of the on-site
storage apparatus 102. The locking of the digital storage apparatus 100 may
be by, for example, covering openings of the receptors 101, 112, and the slots
"10 110, anchoring the digital storage apparatus 100 using lockable connectors
when placed in the receptors 101, 112, and the slots 110, and so forth. The
locking of the digital storage apparatus 100 ensures a presence of the digital
storage apparatus 100 at the on-site storage apparatus 102 as long as the
selection apparatus 104 is not placed in the receptacle 106. A power source
15 © of the selection apparatus 104 may also be charged when the selection
apparatus 104 is placed in the receptacle 106.

The coupling of the digital storage apparatus 100 and the on-site storage
apparatus 102 may be enabled by placing the digital storage apparatus 100

20 into a first receptor 101 of the on-site storage apparatus 102. The coupling of
the digital storage apparatus 100 with the on-site storage apparatus 102 may
enable a connection of at least one data transmission channel from the
storage bank 90 to the digital storage apparatus 100. The at least one data
transmission channel may be via either a wired or a wireless connection.

25
The coupling of a plurality of models of digital storage apparatus 100 and the
storage bank 90 may be enabled by including a plurality of connecting
mechanisms on the on-site storage apparatus 102. For example, wired
connectors 108, memory card slots 110, and a second receptor 112 are

30 shown in the on-site storage apparatus 102 in Figure 5A. The first receptor
101 may also differ from the second receptor 112, with each receptor 101,
112 being for different models/types/forms of digital storage abparatus 100.
Typically, in an instance when each receptor 101, 112 is for different

models/types/forms of digital storage apparatus 100, each receptor 101, 112
23



5 non-rgnjoval of the digital storage apparatus 100 when coupled to the storage bank 90. The locking
of the digital storage apparatus 100 may be enabled by removing a selection apparatus 104 from a

receptacle 1QGPfifan9asite storage apparatus 102. The locking of the digiah-&l@sagfarearatus 100
may _be_ by, for example, covering openings of the receptors 101, 112, and the slots 10 110, anchoring
the digital storage apparatus 100 using lockable connectors when placed in the receptors 101, 112,
and the slgigyl Havandarodraimpléie diffiragtofheatitiis) ddiffarnhppdthtusoisodifiergat a presence of
the digital éé(g)rﬁ%e a araftu 100 at the on-site storage apparatus 102 as long as the selection
apparatus 1 ’ TG T the receptacle 106. A power source 15 of the selection apparatus 104
may also be charged when the selection apparatus 104 is placed in the receptacle 106. The coupling

of the digitg| storage appar 0 -Si ToPR ey bled by placi
the cigital DI e 20 B R e s 102, The
couplifig ofrtresndinitatisidragedappadithe liewihagdditensitbedigitl sifae8 enable a

connection gh hIRASRRE AR ARSI MRRANB YA Al b Aigerapiuat a0 bptlsinggital storage

apparatus east one data transmission channel may be via either a W%r'ed% r a wireless

connectiokrevheitaglepsinteehaqingisny s8ehoasisier fyraRier Bkeioodiaid d the storage

bank 90 mqg?g enagleshbYdRAUAEe PiHEIBIgEFOSRREHR] AppeitatusMEoD tunnectite storage
apparatus 102. For example, wired connectors 108, memory card slats 110 .and g second receptor
112 are 3oMfaienashn twitlontBre sinsilR éﬁ%@ﬁu@f@?rﬁt%uw%A?H%e I%%Jec338¥89?[01 may also

cifen o SYRASRISCIPANAY LA, VO pRssh peppriaidydsion it i
112 s o NG SRBAERHS LT AL A QLo BRI 00T G roceptor 101, 11223
wO 20.101053445PCT/SG20091000380 may have, for example, different connectors, different width
;Igti,a(;l(ljf;(-’:-r_leﬁé g%%ﬂg’s%gpaag %’6%%{1?3”1“85‘ o ycl%rcgusclgt% LL0.m2 P2 Wik Wity 3Rokirds. CF cards,
contents to guide a user when the user is at the on-site apparatus 102. For
15 example, the screen 114 may guide the user to use a correct receptor 101,
112 for the user's digital storage apparatus 100. Referring to Figure 2A, the
user is shown an option on the screen 114 to make a purchase using either
an online catalog 116 (accessible at the on-site storage apparatus 102) or a
selection apparatus 104 (by selecting the “key” option 118). While a keyboard
70 140 is shown on the on-site apparatus 102, the screen 114 may be a touch-
sensitive screen which would not require a use of either the keyboard 140 or
any dther input device. Alternatively, the keyboard 140, a mousé or any input
device may be usable when the screen 114 is not touch-sensitive. As such,
the user has an option of either purchasing digital content using the online
25 catalog or by using the selection apparatus 104, the selection apparatus 104
being described in an earlier section. As described earlier, the selection
apparatus 104 may be used both for unlocking the digital storage apparatUs
100 from the receptor 101 of the on-site storage apparatus 102, and for
selecting the digital content for purchase.
30
In an instance when at least one of the digital content selected by the user is
also selected by other users at the location 200 above a frequency of a pre-
determined number, that digital content is stored at the on-site storage

apparatus 102 and obtained directly from the on-site storage apparatus 102.
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5 "memory stick" cards, and the like. In addition, the digital storage apparatus 100 may also connect
wirelessly with the on-site storage apparatus 102 using known wireless technologies, such as, for
example, Blugi9osheW¥iah 3G, GPRS and so forth. When the digital storagg-3pRaimipdsgl connects
wirelessly with the on-site storage apparatus 102, the digital storage 10 apparatus 100 may still be
placed and preferably locked with the on-site storage apparatus 102 in either the slots 110 or
receptors 101¢ Higiatteoptenttavbiohaise dpwaleaded FPomathadndita stoesgelagpatatismay show

contents t id Myee!at ' on-si u . Far 15 example .the screen
114 may ;}%%l t%:d u@eﬁrﬂto use }?:olﬁggﬁgep%er ?81{R§L%H@%Leg tués%%ed%l)t%?rs%ur%gisgpparatus 100.

Referring t6@MRAEed Aotisigite raendgpivivhicb psodawnitededefnml the reriata plargese using e(i)tArf]er
li ihla: ian=sit e r ra tign .apparatus 1
an online ?ﬁﬁg%ﬁ@?ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁél 1€iRNH %%iaﬁ% O\ﬁﬁﬁgﬂu%&&z})ﬂ? o?eﬂﬁg.%@?aq

(by selecti " option 118). While a keyboa is shown on the on-site“apparatus 102,

the scheenCPiieRbp@lecaad fan ihen Bk iscrise aelrstetobld olbercysars atidbeolagationthe keyboard
140 or anyznb%émwtﬁ@v&equéﬁwiﬂwp%%%amﬂé’d%ﬂnﬁéﬂer t dlgay ém!éé?%glce may be

usable when the screen 114 is not touch-sensitive. As such, the us either

purchasingtRERd| BbiRenteIBRlg ustrrseIf Eppaie P8r YL shtpineddrestidhegeamatas 104, the

selection agprsgiesabpaiariRg 98STRe Uit QRHRIICRINER AS dRRGHRRMEE RS nihmaelection
apparatus 104 Qaébe used both for unﬁl@)ckmg the digital storage apparatus 100 from the receptor 101

of the on-sTE2P8P|RragF AR S IS S YdhIQankdiql aslonstdrieithasligitataiesagso In an
instai6e wappartieast@hearuretioitaiginie obaeteetaniol Ibalusriinalse eladss Sy-other users at

ion.200 ab f - determined ber, that digital content is stored at the
omsite sto e SIS RIS TR O R il MR NS P oA RSA 0. 24

transferred over extended physical distances.

In an instance when the on-site storage apparatus 102 determines that the
15 digital storage apparatus 100 is able to support high definition digital content,
the storage bank 90 will download a high definition version of the digital
content into the digital storage apparatus 100. If the digital storage apparatus
100 is not able to support high definition digital content, the storage bank will
download a non high definition version of the digital content into the digital
20  storage apparatus 100. In an instance when the digital storage apparatus 100
does not have media playback capability, the storage bank 90 may seek
confirmation with the user via the selection apparatus 104 in relation to
whether the user prefers a high definition version or a non high definition
version of the selected digital content. Alternatively, only the non high
25  definition version of the digital content is made available to a digital storage
apparatus 100 without media playback capability given a lower incidence ‘of
compatibility/playback issues for the non high definition version of'digital
content. It should be appreciated that the high definition version of the digital
content may be in a compressed digital file format which can be
30 decompressed to display the high definition of the digital content.

In an instance when the on-site storage apparatus 102 determines that the
digital storage apparatus 100 has insufficient capacity to receive the selected

digital content, the user may receive a first indication on the selection
25



WO 20101053445PCT/SG20091000380 The digital content which is downloaded from the on-site
storage apparatus 102 is downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage apparatus 100 compared to

digital conter{,whishiss;gpwnloaded from the remote storage apparatus 93 pAMRIGAINBHHzEY an
instance when at least one of the digital 5 content selected by the user is also selected by other users

at the location 200 below the frequency of the pre-determined number, that digital content is stored at
the remotesperagasapparantifiddgaticeolsein tibtr dhe tHigitahsterage appappimR0oBaghe digital
content which is downloaded fr h g p l :ﬂﬁi’v agledipiigatiwer rate to the
digital stoI'Qagﬁﬁ'%vﬁjgﬁﬁagﬁyog@ém%@emﬁ {’g%g% %ﬁﬁeﬁt@vﬁﬁgzﬁ IS do%l}('r)l_loaded from the on site
storage appadaties 802 bédhessealéationranprmaios iddtaniths otraasmissief fiMNoRe extended

physical digtances.,| Hst when:the op:site st o8 2 fetesaungipihat the 15
digital Stoéaia%pgr%ﬁ; %Oﬁgﬁg%lﬁ%gégﬁogﬁghédg%%%iﬁ content, the storage bank 90 will
downlbad appatatisinOda Eheidirs indieriien omiéheimelesiangrpratiise ABfamals 100. If the

digital storgf, RRPEausdfibis, Na! ABImafORRRRBI N Bl ARdlicitil 0Bl abrlipirage bank wil
download a non .’igh definition version of the digital content into the dqj’aital 20 storage aé)paratus 100.
In an instaneicafiem w@am%mMWéﬁda%@g@m%wﬁét I sUGRENdMRBRERIRE pability, the

storage bank A0 GER'cERFIImREP Bt iR dpbreasmiesiinanewsestith isrelation to
whether the user prefers a high definition version or a non, high definition versign of tﬂ? selected digital
content. Af@'rt%ﬁ\'i@l%’,eom’?%@%ﬁ'ﬁ?@ﬂ‘ﬁg!ﬁeﬁﬂmﬁh@eﬁg‘%%‘?ﬁmﬂmc&ﬂa;kp% Sde available to
a digiig! styroeARR A IG0 iibarstneedBrolazaalscapriky giveatiitdeapabiitietre of
compatibility/playback issues for the non high definition version of digital content. It should be
appreciate‘éfrfﬁﬁagﬁq@ H@f’? GAneds gé?gig}?%ﬁhe digital content may be in a compressed digital file

format which can be 30.decompressed to display the high definition of t_hg digital content. In an
s st O CRAL U UERA TH SaI g G Tarhoi AL AR TR caton
on the selentigit® SIMARO 1020 TREASHGRIT ©G2IQ09e 08B 38thich shows initiation of the
15 transaction after the user has used the selection apparatus 104 to select
digital content, the user may select a “check out” 150 option on the display
606 of the selection apparatus 104 to initiate the transaction to purchase the
digital content. After selecting the “check out” 150 option, the user places the
selection apparatus- 104 back into the receptacle 106 of the on-site storage
20 apparatus 102, as shown in Figure 5C. The user may then select a “confirm
. purchase” 160 option on the screen 114 to proceed with the transaction. The
transaction may be of a form selected from, for example, a face-to-face
interaction with a person, an interaction with a payment machine, a series of
instructions carried out over the internet, and any combination of the
25  aforementioned. In this instance shown in Figure 5D, the user is using a credit
card 170 at the on-site storage apparatus 102 to make payment for the
purchase. The digital package of the digital content is downloaded into the
digital storage apparatus 100 once the transaction for the digital content is
completed. It is preferable that the on-site storage apparatus 102 is able to
30 accebt alternative payment modes besides credit cards 170, such as, for
example, savings account-linked transaction cards, stored value cards, third
- party enabled transactions and so forth.
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apparatus 104 notifying the user that the digital storage apparatus 100 has insufficient capacity. The
first indication may be provided by an indicator module 612 of the selection apparatus 104, with a
transmissionyfrgmy thesskqsage bank 90 being received by the transceiver 6880 Eg,5RIRSEPN 5
apparatus 104. The first indication on the selection apparatus 104 may include, for example, a visual
indication, an aural indication, a vibrational indication or any combination of the aforementioned. In
such an instBecdigitalsstocags dapparatusenDmanay Weitteckedota fheablesiteragerdgeice such as,

for exampl ICre i j t he like. 10 n-site storage
apparatus %8 may a%g?r%m?zefg%{ﬁ?ygjcﬁa{gg%%i@%o%v{gﬁgp§ gﬁ%#go%#%%lﬁ%ﬂé (ﬁgfﬁ%’&a The user
may initiatdhtiapkinstidavise kv Riaeingdhrgralesiione rappanatse16v- st ttwageeitackeferring to
Figure 5B, yggch shows initiation of the 15 transaction after the user has used the selection apparatus
104 to select digital content, the user may select a "check out" 150 option on the display 606 of the
selectidn apparatus 104 to initiate the transaction to purchase the digital content. After selecting the

"check outiifsprfeRe theadsteRiRcas bR RIeGHORRP it cle 106 of the
on-site stora&s BZé)E%EH;aratus 102, as shown in I%u?;%g&?#g?ﬁ?ﬁeaéh{&%sﬁﬁ%ggnfirm

purchase" § R g Rresentinveptisradt Williba undatsiearb By theseaskilleddn may be of a
form selectae ftechnisiogyaapiesradacerdR-faaynarmisisvaimdaieatoAs IRtgasRHwith a payment

machine, a series of instructions carried out over the internet, and any combination of the 25
aforementidRed 1 nYhi§RSREYEHon: Ky ig’%iéﬂ?g%ﬂ'}’m@%&‘%@%% frera dibeartesambt the on-site
storad@ apipeveritiorl02 to make payment for the purchase. The digital package of the digital content is
downloaded into the digital storage apparatus 100 once the transaction for the digital content is
completed. It is preferable that the on-site storage apparatus 102 is able to 30 accept alternative
payment modes besides credit cards 170, such as, for example, savings account-linked transaction
cards, stored value cards, third party enabled transactions and so forth. WO
20101053445PCT/SG20091000380 The digital storage apparatus 100 may be locked to the on-site
storage apparatus 102 until the user unlocks the digital storage apparatus 100 from the locking device
by placing the selection apparatus 104 into the receptacle 106. 5 Whilst there has been described in
the foregoing description preferred embodiments of the present invention, it will be understood by
those skilled in the technology concerned that many variations or modifications in details of design or
construction may be made without departing from the present
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10 invention. PCT/S02009/000380 Received 3 September 2010 Claims: 1: A method for ‘

- purchasing and downloading digital content into a digital storage apparatus, the rpethaGrerine380
coupling the digital storage apparatus with a storage bank containing the digitalweniestdeesab®io
transfer of data from the storage bank to the digital storage apparatus; - ‘locking the digital storage
apparatus at a location of the coupling with a selection apparatus, the selection apparatus being both
for unlocking the digital storage apparatus from the location of the coupling; and for selecting the

-digital content& pnurchase using a data reader included with the selection apparatus to obtain
information rel; the digital. content being selected by.a user, the selection apparatus
transmitting the information wirelessly to the storage bank; processing the information at the .

storage bank to. deteeineftheaigitain atendaetecdioghyidite tesent intodetdigitahistgrageether the digital

storage appargy %ms‘rﬂgrp@ﬂwmﬁy glo receive the selected digital content; downloading of the -
digital content into the d Piltal tordaglp Sg aratus once the, wforgratron S ﬁ(ro(%e]ssiﬁ% b¥ the storage
&) 3

bank, and the digital «B ’é%‘ Spa oqae rar?gar?)us[hvgtstora otraa ANk to fave suﬁlc:lent capacity, the

digital content #igit#yc96tenl daaeeblpitrmpates Higai fm&ﬁ%e‘%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ%tﬁ?mﬁ'rﬁjﬁ@%nd
initiating a trangeetietudo purchase the digital content, the digital package of the digital content belng

downloaded into the gligita) ﬁtgrg@qaamgjgmggreatrgqgggfbgnd‘p[h@eﬂgﬁ@ GRIRteNt is completed;
wherein the selection agé)ﬁaratus remai t the - locati nof E{otu‘p |r}gus‘poc‘s<%gue‘nt éog i a{:ompletron of

the transaction PRGN aRREER r?g%) the % °tn 2 ar?gtesa il
storage- apparatus from the Iocatron of the couplmg, and for selectrng the digital

content for purchase;

using a data reader included with the selection apparatus to “obtain '
information relating to the digital content belng selected ‘by a user, the -selection
apparatus transmitting the information wirelessly to the storage bank; '

processing the mfonnatron at the storage bank to determine the drgrtal
content selected by the user

determining whether the drgrtaI storage apparatus has sufficient capacrty to
_recerve the selected digital content; ' .

downloading of the digital content into the digital storage apparatus once the
mformatlon is processed by the storage bank, and the digital storage apparatus is
deemed by the storage bank to have sufficient capacity, the digital content being
downtoaded without a digital package containing playback rights; and

initiating a transactron to purchase the digital content, the digital package of
the digital content berng downloaded into the drg:tal storage apparatus once the
transaction for the digital content is completed;

whereln the selection apparatus remains at the - locatron of coupling
subsequent to a completion of the transaction and an unlockrng of the drgltat storage

apparatus

2. The method of claim 1, wherein when the digital storage apparatus is deemed by -
the storage bank to have insufficient capacity, the digital content is downloadable

onto a portable storage device. .
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein when the digital Atorage apparatus is deemed by the storage bank
to ‘have'insufficient capacity, the digital content is downloadable onto a portable SW?M%@%O@%
PCT/SG2009/000380 Received 3 September 2010 3. The method of Clai”R%th)@&%‘"SEB?eﬁ{Bé?% 0
bankS includes an on-site storage apparatus and a remote storage apparatus. 4. The method'of_cfai,m
.3, wherein the on-site storage apparatus includes storage of digital content which is downloaded at ‘a

frequency aboye.g predetermined number hased opn. ggg;gip‘ggéggngﬁh&gﬁgag& k. 5. The
~ method of claiff ﬁ' g/r%er%ﬁwétﬁg%?éﬂa ’cgﬁ?(igrlﬁnw |Cﬁ3§%ownloaded at a frequency aé)b(%/ne a
 pre-determine@npambieradbRmRIE #5Rge 2RBRTHPate to the digital storage apparatus as it is stored at

the on-site storage. 6. The method of claim 1; wherein coupling the digital storage apparatus uses
either a wired GoRREGHARLA G YAFRIBSHIIBRAREA-site TR FBCINRI-RICHNIls wtbeigrthe information
includes both an identity of the digital content, and a usage t ft %MFﬂJ‘&éH‘F%mbgr The method of
claim 7, Whereﬂjpfﬁé(i?éedé ‘{"EPHE (% °8’"3?& gﬁc%nijrr?ﬁ?éegﬁgégggﬁgnent o_rla pre-determined time
period. 9. The baeddoth éﬁtﬁ&?ﬁfﬂ?Wﬁ@ﬂeﬁPﬁlﬁ&WQﬁ@?&EﬂtitY of the digital content and the usage term of
the digital content determines a cost of the digital content. 10. The method of claim 7, wherein the

usage term of thergligiialREIENLISA SOMRBRNhe!daraplahankwighisobtaniightal maskage. 11. The

method of claip 1, Wherein the data fqader i3 selegled. g, A SIRURFAEUPGAL @ B recelver, a bar

glormi a) _ ;
visual indicia reader and any combination of the aforementioned.
digital storage apparatus as it is stored at the_' on-snt_e storage. A

8. The ’me'thod of claim 1 wherein coubling the digita! storage apparatus uses éi?h_er

a wired connection or a wireless connection.. -

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the information includes both an identity of the

digital content and a usage term of the digital content.

: 8.7 The method of claim 7, wherein the usage term of the digital content is either

- permanent or a pre-determined time period..

9. The method of claim 7, wherein both the identity of the digital content and the
usage term of the digital content determines a cost of the digital cqntent. .

i

10. The metﬁod of clai'm' 7, wherein the usage term of the di.git_al content is a -
component of the playback rights of the digital package.

11. The hethod of claim 1, wherein the data reader is selected from a group
consisting of: é RF réceiver, a bar code reader, a serial number reader, visual indicia

reader and any combination of the aforem_entioned. :

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the-locatibn bf the coupling is at an area where
the user is able to obtain access to the digital content.in a form selected from a group
consisting of: a graphical description, a textual description, a sample portion, and any

~ combination of the aforementioned.
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12. The method of claim 1, wherein the location of the coupling is at an area where the user is able to
obtain access to the digital contentin a form selected from a group consisting of: 2@1aR0I869/000380
description, -a textual description, a sample portion, and any combination ofihg.afedenspianss: 28 o
PCT/S G2009/000380 Received 3 September-2010 “13. The method of claim 1, wherein the
transaction is of a form selected from a group consisting of: a face-to-face interaction with a person, an
. interaction with a payment machine, a series of instructions carried out over the Internet, and any
- combination of'th'_e aforementioned. 14. Theﬁgn thod q}‘ %Iiiirg}%lfvxr/'geaiarath r%Ii igal rc(;)(()lBtent is selected

from a group c&?rs@ﬁﬁ@e&?‘?/ﬁ@@ﬁ‘eg, Gis) Igs,rapﬁsc iré flfes, eT%oois., e-magazines, and any
combination ofcgrsistiogerherfiondaiface Stemaetinneih  FEEIaIAD, FERIRT MY hank
determines thahihgisigdkaterenasapaRiaiusThabdftidienhtapaciydamecemvartitdsefected digital
content, the usgr vg}(l)lrgﬁ%gﬁ%gdfirst indication on the -select.io‘n apparatus notifying the user that the
digital storage apparatus has insufficient capacity, wherein the first indication is selected from a group
Comprising: a visual indication, an aural indication, a vibrational indication and any combination of the
aforementioned4withetimethotk ofedakyifal Werreih thse HigitalrResieeinid $ei561d JIa8t8raf Rievice. '16. The
method of clainghsitngreinvidhe fiseragaib ARk, dataimifies, thabths, digitagatioesgerabpayatus is able to
support high definition ; ank will download a high definition version of the digital
content into thé;?fpgﬁlt% @ﬁﬁ:};ﬂe& é%g%ﬁﬁg{ﬁ?%% The method of claim 1, further including modifying the
order using the selection apparatus, modifying being an action selected from a group consisting of:
deselecting digigl Bunteethaserbctizin ddwinerainl ditfRastermerRenEHatgMEpuitHSe B9ilde of digital
content, and anyofagekipaian ahisefasieneatiniteth rd@ivE e suithied dbittirontsntvihrerein
de-selecting digjtal cantentihichhasiResh dawnloaiieddniapiratisitakisiperge appagaius will cause.
the de-selected digital content to be deleted from the dlgétal. Storﬁ@@iﬁ“?@ EAlUS, ikiohng method

u

of-claim 1, furt{ef m%itﬁbf‘ﬁﬂ%r?@?ﬁ@tgalg%?ibnﬁuabcﬁ%%? a%t)ﬁn ock the digital storage apparatus for

" removal of the d@m@t@m@eaaEthggi 3 visual indication; an aural indication, a

vibrational indication and any combination of the aforementioned, with the selecte"d' ,

digital content being written onto a portable storége device. .

" 16. The method of claim 1, wherein if the storage bank determines that the digital
storége apparatus is able to support high definition content the storage bank will
download a high definition version of the digital content into the digital storage

apparatus.

17. The method of claim 1, further including mbdifying, the order using the selection
apparétus, modi'fyin'g being an actionr selected from a group - consisting of. de- -
" selecting digital content, selecting additional digital content, changing purchase
' tenure of digifal contenbt, and ahy combination of the aforementioned.

b18. The: method of claim '17, wheréin dé"—éelecting digital content which has been
 downloaded into the digital storage apparatus will cause the deéselepted digital

c;oht'ent to be deleted from the digital storage apparatus. .

19. The method of .claim 1,_furthér including using the selection apparatué to unlock
the digital storage apparatus for removal of the digital storage apparatus once a
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PCT/SG2009/000380 Received 3 September 2010 second indication on the selection apparatus
relating to completion of the digital content download is received by the user, whepeip 48 @%&) 80
indication is selected from a group comprising: a visual indication, an-aural i@gégg;é?rb gc\ﬁﬁﬂg;?pfg 0
indication and any combination of the aforementioned. 20. An apparatus for one of locking a |g|taf
storage apparatus, unlocking, the digital storage apparatus and selecting digital content for purchase

from a location yers Miraiaial s RedsanR gl cAUNERIR IS IARRRAN: the agpgralus including:

a key used with a?ocklng evice for ensuring non-removal of the digital storage apparatus in a manner
so as to lock thePBigHAYBleagdssral ety MRt Ehe ORIRA %fﬁ@%"gﬂﬁgﬁtﬂﬁgﬁ PP to the
storage bank; from a dertapeseteprisingbeaivisvg! andirakancanprigm gindicatinatian vigratierpto the digital
content s’electqgcﬁggtmrgﬁmgﬁywmamqqe aforeMBitIGssIIransceiver for transmitting the order to
the storage bank and receiving notifications on the apparatus, wherein the apparatus is -
configurable to unlock the locked digital storage apparatus. 21. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein
the digital storadfe ApFaPATEY s LS FAIERRR é%ébﬁ'{?'ﬁ??mtfﬁe wnlpskigtefgigitdontent, -
sufficiency of cafoeagity dppeeates ertheetsitingatigiliyyitahtsoh ton phesiragel Gnnaitedaiobvitesestorage bank. .
22. The apparafisffiaiaigtgt aphatais wisesrrAaingé b gialpaagsmgius is determined
by the storage bank tg e insuf i%ilgﬁt%tn)%hgri]gitgé @g\é%p_téﬁsgﬁxgnl%%q%mgvgpg ﬁqgo&@glle storage

, whe the

device. 23. The appara 05 OF claim 2 ein Igital storage apparatus is either.embedded in a

device or is a sSEHERAARPURGHRISAIFRGRINR, 350 \Rﬂbgﬁﬁm@' Fagfe aPRAeT I8 HiF on- site
storage apparatigit@istbage appEsteiage nnddethesstorhg¥ herdpparatus of claim 23. wherein the on-sith
. storage apparatus inclugies siadagpobstigiingcanieabmnébepisistpwrieastRd adiatfigauensy above a

: prede_termined Jum ggn%aiege%peg%ppgg:@ggg)‘fgaqlr;geqt)gn%torage' bank 31 PCT/S~C52_009/000380A
Received 3 Sepf mber 2010 ‘

a wireless: transceiver for transmitting the order to 'th_e storage bank and
re'ceiving notifications on the apparatus, ‘
wherein the apparatus is configurable to unlock the locked digital storage

 apparatus . -

21. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the digital storage apparatus is associable
with capacity to receive the selected digital content, sufficiency of capacity to receive
the selected digital content being determinable by the storage bank. .

22. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein when capacity of the digital storage
appafatus is determined by the storage bank to be insufficient, the digital content is
downloadable onto a portabie storage device. | |

23. Th_é apparatus of claim 20, wherein the digital storage apparatus is either
embedded in a device or is a standalone digital storage unit, and wherein the storage

bank includes an on- site storagé apparatus and a remote storage app’ar_atus.' -
24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the on-site storage apparatus -includes

- storage of »digi{al‘ content which is downloaded at a frequency above a pre-
determined number based on data obtained from the storage bank.
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25. The apparatus of claim. 24, wherein the digital content which is downloaded at a frequency above
a pre-determined number is downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage appp@itymggﬁ)éggrﬁg
-at the on-site Storage. 26. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the location 1&@&@9@3’%‘% Aaiethe1o
user is able to gbtain access to the digital content in a form selected from a group- consisting of: a
graphical description, a textual description, a sample portion, and any combination of the.

aforementioneds, 31 i ARRAPLLSPEA A HEEISIE %%@Wﬂéﬁ%@&k@ﬁ@@gm an identity of

the digital content and a'usage term of the digital conterzlé é{;% attus ofth? nt'h27 wherein the -
- usage term of FRAURIRAIAGNFARESNE, AR P ?JVF'E%? rﬁF FiRe eriod: ) The

apparatus of cldigita?Stovabe raipalaitis mmmmﬂ*me engitelteagat and the usage term of the digital

content determines a cost of the digital content. 30. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the data

reader is selecia fom, SR GOSN Ahoft R EIGEREH 8 R PORE (Rgetna aeyial number

reader, visual indicia re ran any combination of the aorementu% 31. The agparatus of claim

20, wherein the"&f&g?f’a?%ﬁté?ﬁq?églgﬁg@'??bfﬁ'}ﬁeﬂwh?)f%mgﬁﬁﬁdo °Wc?e%r?‘f@s°°5ﬂ 6%iles, picture
files, e-books, ef: nmagraphies| aledcsiptiooorabiexdtiain dsfsuiptiofremeampredorts?, Tans e@fpraratus of claim

20, further inclydingimlisRiavishrvanentimeayder, the display being a panel selected from a group
comprising: LCD, TFT, and OLED. 33. The apparatus of claim -20, further including controls for

modifying the order, modifying be|ng an action.selected from a ro conS|st|ng of: deselecting digital
.content, seIecﬁﬁgﬁﬁdﬂ?@ﬁ‘lﬁ%ﬁg‘ﬁaﬂ'@%?@n%ﬁﬁdnﬁ HorRALLE ?@H@ﬁ? gpth |'f‘3aﬁ"(§8'n?§nt and any -
combination of ttreedigitaiewienicmdd: G2ge teCafABEIGY BOETE0 Received 3 September 2010 34.
The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the key is either a physical structure or a wireless authentication

process. 35 he-ARnAIAla. a3, (UAdh Heludiao e fieetanmapdiib e an indication

to the user, the indication Is selected from a grou é:omprlsmg illumination, vibration; audlo and any

comblnatlon of RAEERSTS e iGriermined time perio

- 29, The apparatus of claim 27, wherein both an identity of the digftal content and the

usage term of the digital content determines a cost of the digital content.

30. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the data reader is selected from a group
consisting of: a RF receiver', a bar code reader, a serial number reader, visual indicia

reader and any combination of the aforementioned. 5

31. The abpara'tu‘s of claim 20,. wherein the digital content is selected from a group
consisting of: video files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e- magazines, and any

combinati_on of the aforement_ioned.

32. The apparatus of claim 20, further including a display showing the order, the
display being a panel selected from a group comprising: LCD, TFT, and OLED. .

33. The apparatus of claim 20, further including controls for modifying the order,
_ modifying being an action selected from a group consisting of: deselecting digital
content, selecting additional digital content, changing purchase tenure of.digital

content, and any combination of the af'o_reme'ntioned.
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36. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the apparatus is configured to receive positional data to aid the -
usér in confirming the users position. 37. A platform for purchasing and downloaging/digitaboaiesto
- into a digital storage apparatus, the platforni being at a location where the qlggak%@gag@p&qp@gamo
couples to a storage bank, the platfoh-n including: a locking device for ensuring non-removal of

the digital storage apparatus in a manner so as to lock the digital storage apparatus, when the dlgltal

storage apparajlisiaLapprfuiodhamoragvhanlh ardkey is atthastppacdntadeansmission channel for
coupling the dl%lta stora%Fnaggaratus to the storage bank; wherein the digital storage apparatus is

locked to the platfor antra ustlonlfn?ocﬁs the digital storage apparatus from the locking device using a

selection apparatus which is also conflgured to select the digital content for purchase. 38. The
platform of claias. BVheAm@rmLmefohlgntalaﬂ,oitagerappamsamla@woramh,dumocm‘paldﬁyam receive the

~ selected dIgItamégﬁ‘an,témm&%@fneﬁ:@a&%t&r@ﬁmme grlasiarhgigiiy: opnipatideing
determinable b‘¥ th stora e bank 39 Iatfg{he gffoc aim.3 ﬁwhereln when capacity of the digital

I tio
storage appara 'u58|§) rde?err%lﬁgd%)y e’ sI oare?é'eo ank 1o be Insufficient, the digital content is

downloadable onto a portable storage device. 40. The platform of claim 37, wherein the dlgltal storage
apparatus is eiterembkpgdetlin of deiicesdr vmareianhlalepmcagnaissmrﬂgeremltp amdeivkerein the

location is at a@ﬂ%%@f&%&ﬁeruéaram@oﬁmrﬁm@m@@semm Jdigital content in a form 33
PCT/SG2009/ 00380 Received 3 September 2010 selected from a group consisting of: a graphical

description, a textual description, a sample-portion, and any combination of the aforementioned.. 41.
The platform oﬁZIaﬁwﬁ'B@’WH@?e‘ﬂﬁ"ﬂ’i@%ﬁ@@ﬁb%&iﬁ?ﬂ?&ﬂd&%@ﬁ%@&@&&gﬁéa&ﬁﬁéﬁﬁs and a
remote storageappgratad)ishel plafthenplaifermat of dieationt Whetee teén digtabistelagstapagrtapparatus
includes storags, gfieligisal Genigbakiok inskenlinadesigat a frequency above a pre-determined
number based on data Otﬂ%g‘ Qvfég ortggng%Eaggn rgll;]llé\lal of the digital storage apparatus in
a manner so as to lock the digital storage apparatus, when the digital storage
apparatus is coupled to the storage bank; and ’ o '
at least one data transmission channel for coupling the digital storage:
apparatus to the storage bank; o
wherein the digital storage apparatus is locked to the p!atform until a user
unlocks the digital storage apparatus from the locking devuce using a selection

apparatus which is also configured to select the digital content for purchase. -

38. The platform of clalm 37, wherein the dlgrtal storage apparatus is associable with
capacity to receive the. selected digital content, sufﬁc»ency of capacity to receive the
selected digital content belng determinable by-the storage bank.

38. The platfdrm of claim 38, wherein when capacity of the digital storage apparatus
is determined by the storage bank to be |nsuﬁ;c1ent the digital content is -

downloadable onto a portabie storage device.
40 The platform of clalm 37, wherein the digital storage apparatus is elther

embedded in a device or is a standalone digital storage unit, and whereln the location
" is at an area where the user is able to obtain access to the digital content in a form
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43. The platform of.claim 42, wherein the digital content which is downloaded at a frequency above a
pre-determined number-is downloaded at a faster rate to the digital storage apparptuy96I0®aioRd®t
the on-site storage. 44. The platform of claim 37, wherein the selection apPREJYH 3NSEPttimber 2010
information to the storage bank, the information including.both.an identity Of the digital content and a
usage term of the digital content.. 45. The platform of claim 44, wherein the usage term of the digital

‘content s ellner pEAnARGRLOL & BYE;ARIGURCA YA RR Lo donTHRRIRIAIObHAN 44, wherein
e

both an identity of the digital Content and the usgge term of the d(ijgital content determines a cost of the

digital _content.%?'.‘%@"éﬁ?f(ﬁ?ﬂ 6‘%?3????'??5'%@2?8 n‘%ﬂrg‘ggﬁ’ R08H-apparatus includes a data reader -

selected from a group consisting of: a SF receiver, a bar code reader, a serial number reader, visual

- indicia reader apd any giareRinati@amfIneinmmpaionask hkTihaydesfanoosiataitoraig further

mcluqhqg a tranésa%ggtﬂsfggg%or%lb% gqgrggérggbgrgmg}he transaction of a form selected from_ a group

consisting of: a fAce-to-face Interaction with a person, an interaction with a payment machine, a series

of instructions carried out over the internet, and any combination of the aforementioned. 34

' PCT/S02009/08238 Rietioived daBeptémberaithe crsittistoiarafappreatudnsiudys aipeesin the digital
content is selegedifitiNarsat WreRSISTRAbadete et flesequedicy fdbsypiat e desreiradoks,
e-magazines, arm;inggyb%ggabdn%g&nogfagngdqﬁgﬁ?m@%%g%@o_t The platform of claim 37, wherein if the

~storage bank determines that the digital storage apparatus has insufficient capacity to receive digital
content selected using the selection apparatus, the user will receive an indication on the selection
apparatus notif$iJ tieeplatiomtheft slaimuftgitathssin dee afigital aerdamh yivchuificlenpleadedi®y 2 51. The

platform of claifreddertfiiiRivethepreleatinnmppannibs fiurtoanioatedes a dispayabdwing an order, the - '

display being a p ?gf'g?%gg%;;gmsggﬁqy&&gmg}r{ﬁm_gg@m;ggg_, and OLED. 52: The platform of

claim 51, whereifi the seléction apparatus further includes an input controller for modifying-the order,
modifying being an action selected from a group consisting af: de-selecting digital content, selecting
additional digitatcdheepiatiormeditgmarcmiseste HigrelsrtinginpPacsivs iangiitamjocmaiBhition of the
aforementionedn85torage bank, the information including both an identity of the digital content and

a usage term of the digital content.

_45. The platform of claim 44, wherein the usage term of the digital content is either

permanent or a pre-determined time period.

46. The pla;ffonn of claim 44, wherein both an identity of the digital content and the
. usage term of the digital content determines a cost of the digital content.

47. The platform of claim 37, wherein the selection apparatus includes a data reader ,
" selected from a group consisting of: a RF receiver, a bar code reader, a serial
number reader, viéual indicia reader and any combination of the aforementioned. -

48. The platform of claim 37, further including a transaction functionality for carrying
out the transaction of a form selected from a group consisting of: a face-to-face
intera&ion’ with a person, an interaction_with a payment mach'ine,‘ a -series of

_ instructions carried out over the intérnet, and any combination of the aforementioned.
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49. The platform 'of claim 37, wherein thg digital co’ntent.-is selected from a group
consisting of: video- files, audio files, picture files, e-books, e-magazines, and any

* combination of the aforementioned.

50. The platform of claim 37, Wherein if the storage bank determines that the digital
storage apparatus has insﬂﬁicie_nt capacity to receive dig&al content selécted using
the selection apparatus, the user will receive an indication on the selection apbaratus '
notifying the user that the digital storage appafatus has ihsufﬁcient capacity.

51. The platform of claim 37, wherein thie selection épparatus further includes a
- display showing an order, the display being a panel selected from a group comprising:
'LCD, TFT, and OLED. ' '

52. The platform of claim 51, wherein the selection apparatus further includes an
input controller for modifying the order, modifying being an action selected from a
group consisting of: Ad.e-selecting digital content, selgcting additional digital content,
~ changing . purchése tendre of digital content, and any combination of the
: afofemedtioned. -
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