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;Tabl e for At onoti ve Vehicl e BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 1. Field of the
I nvention 5 The invention, in general, relates to a foldable table
unit of the kind which may be renovably hung on the steering wheel of an

autonotive vehicle and, nore partic- ularly, to a table uniE;f I si ng
pivotally connected table top nenber and support nenbers pr @ggsmﬁth a 10
| at chi ng arrangenent for releasably arresting their rela- tive angular

di sposition in a plurality of orientations. 2. Summary of the Prior Art
British Patent Specification 2,218,624 discloses a table of the general

ki nd provided with upper and | ower 15 sheets, the |l ower one serving to

support it on a steering mhee@%g%éi%?gﬂ%ggégéggggiggggglgruding fromthe
| ower surface of the |ower shée 0 be placed agai nst upper peripheral

portions of the steering wheel to prevent the arrangenment fromsliding in a.
downward direction during 20 use. The angular di sposition of the two sheets

is deter- mne et screw arranged at a |latera
side of the shgggém%xaé®%talner IS prov?%ed at the lower margin of the
upper plate facing the driver to prevent articles placed on the sheet from
sliding off. 25 |tp{8180bfPERSI bheehOibnve the upper sheet into a hori-

zontal disposition relative to the |ower sheet hung on a steering wheel.

Thus, its utility is rather limted, and
5 Y The invention, in general, relates to a foldable

table unit of the kind which may be removably hung on the
steering wheel of an automotive vehicle and, more partic-
ularly, to a table unit comprising pivotaliy connected
table top member and support members provided with a

10 latching arrangement for releasably arresting their rela-
tive angular disposition in a plurality of orientations.

2. Summary of the Prior Art

British Patent Specification 2,218,624 discloses a
'table of the general kind provided with upper and lower

15 sheetg, the lower one serving to support it on a steering
wheel of a vehicle. Pegs'aré protruding from the lower
surface of the lower sheet to be piaced'against upper
peripheral portions of the steering wheel to prevent the
'arrangement from sliding in a downward direction during

20 use. The angular disposition of the two sheets is deter-
mined by a slotted strip and a set screw arranged at a
lateral side of the sheets. A container is provided at
the lower margin of the upper plate facing the driver to
prevent articles placed on the sheet from sliding off.

25 It is not possible to move the upper sheet into a hori-
zontal disposition relative to the lower sheet hung on a
steering wheel. Thus, its utility is rather limited, and
its usefulness as a food table is questionable. Also,
the adjustment mechanism is such that it cannot support



I.ts useful ness as a food table is questionable. Al so, the adjustnent

mechani smis such that it cannot support 2 any significant wei ght unless
the set screwis tightened by a tool. Such extrenme tightening may, however
not be possible if such table is made f2om plastic materials of the kind
commonly used in injection nolding processes. 5 U.S. Patent 4,890,559

di scl oses a tabéﬁyaéigﬁgsmaahtoaeigntkuﬁmeuadeheceaalde&@wiea tﬂgﬂﬂéﬂhdiﬁa

| ower por- tion_conp Q_be seated,on a steer- i.n
wheel . Such ann%¥r3n% &Bﬁﬁdeﬁ 8Fig F?hhgpﬁngr 3¥f|ﬁﬁw§§§FHSFKFbg% i on

rel ative to thepgssdbilagifosughethbleHdgemade fmomppdastil aareri@larsmL in

this ar- rangengpt ﬂ§nHD¥.8(ilmbﬁ§? @sBar a0AhakcdiispOMblaaRg ProRdded nent
mechani sm for .defining the.relative angular position of the table nmenber

and the box-|ike support nenber conprises |eg nenbers perforated by a
plurality ofs15 apeuUtLBrepagedtaniabbysabi dgiedlopes ag tiablicharheanhdanent

support member %Ertﬁgcﬁiﬁhnﬁnﬁn{% %O&EE}atIG% thw'hichoﬁ;‘ﬂenfirdde\& Py ed
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arresting against rotation relative to the steering

10 wheel. However, an upper table member may in this ar-
rangement be moved into a horizontal disposition. The
adjustment mechanism for defining the relative angular
position of the table member and the box-like support
member comprises leg members perforated by a pluraiity of

15 apertures and axially aligned opening in the box-like
support member for receiving a common pin. The pin is,
ordinarily stored within the box-like support member.
Not only is this a rather cumbersome adjustmént arrange-
ment,'it.also is inconvenient for the legs may protrude

20 into the space ocdupiéd by the legs of . the occupant of l
the vehicle, thus impeding entry into and.egresS from the
vehicle. '

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

It is a primary object of the invention to provide a
25 collapsible or foldable table unit for use in an automo-
tive vehicle which is of simple by aesthetical pleasing
construction.

A further object of the invention is to pfovided a
table unit of the kind herein set forth which is sturdy
30 in its collapsed as well as erected condition.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a
table unit of the kind suspendable from the steering



the vehi'cle, thus inpeding entry into and egress fromthe vehicle. OBJECTS
OF THE INVENTION It is a primary object of the invention to provide a 25

col | apsi bl e or foldable table unit for use in an autono- tive vehicle which
is of sinple by aesthetical pleasing codstruction. A further object of the
invention is to provided a table unit of the kind herein set forth which is

sturdy 30 in iyheed bEPacdediciRl linns PNREAdt§0RE deQbetifte a@el and
obj ect of the |Hyent|on S to prQV|de a table unit of the kind suspendabl e
fromthe steerj zoBt e 4is &tﬁgﬂlcle inaplurality of selective

radi al and horlzontal dlsp05|t|ons S also an object of the invention

to provide a table unit éy% nment
nmechani sm whi ch aIIo%s s\% ectlvenngl!bﬁ |I|t of the tgrfi CH§;‘}C}';let?é\l/e to
its support st rG@P&teeun@:thé'rltébJae(ﬁJ@Rﬂﬁ Py, %CW%@R%LFSB‘%CF Y§t1n
part appear Ber eienafl hichabiRlsh- WAESERI-ATIcWE EeTEdE iSe/EuRRMIINGS, 10f

The novel feat Ul \Mybﬁ% Q:roﬁb %%i.tqg;eeq:é Q.tkge éiﬂﬁ;drt structure.

Other objects will in part be obvious and -will in
part appear hereinafter. )

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL DRAWINGS

10 . The novel features which are considered to be char-
acteristic of the invention are set forth with particu-
larity in the appended claims. The invention itself,
however, in respect of its composition and manufacturing
techniques, together with other objects and advantages

15 thereof, will be best understood from the following de- -
scription of preferred embodiments when read in conjunc-
tion with the drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective side view from below of a
first embodiment of a table unit in accordance with the
20 invention; ' '
‘Fig. 2 is a perspectlve side view of the table of
Fig. 1 seen from above;
Fig. 3 is a perspective side view from above of a
second embodiment of a table unit in accordance with the
25 invention;
Fig. 4 is a perspective view, with parts broken
away, of the table of Fig. 3 in its collapsed condition;
and

Fig. 5 is an view of the interior of the table unit.

30 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL EMBODIMENTS



acteristic of the invention are set forth with particu- larity in the
appended clains. The invention itself, however, in respect of its

_conposi tion and manufacturing techni ques, together with other objects and
advant ages 15 thereof, will be best understood fromthe foll ow ng de-
scription of preferred enbodi ments when read in conjunc- tion with the
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in Figs. 1 and a%‘e i’)]!'d‘;jléeqi%:ﬂgl aéorﬁpf@lpér?téﬂp Jpééaﬂafﬂé%érginal lips
which, in effect, form recesses. The table top 1 and the
receptacle 3 thus respectively form complementary lid and
10 bottom of a container which may be used to store any
desired article.

The table top 1 may be pivdoted relative to the re-
ceptacle or lower member by a predetermlned angle a so
that even though the lower member 3 ‘may in use be dis-

15 posed at an inclination, the table top 1 may nevertheless
be disposed substantially horizontally. In order to
arrest ‘the éﬁgﬁlar disposition'a, there is provided be-
tween table top 1 and lower member 3 an adjustment fix-
ture'comprising a support strut 4 pivotally mounted at

\20 one of its ends to the underside of the table top 1, by
means not shown, and which may be set to rest against the
upper surface of the lower member 3. The different anguF
lar disposiﬁibns'a of the table top 1 relative to the
lower member 3 are a function of the pivotal positions of

25 the support_strut 4.

A mounting fixture 5 is slidably connected to the
lower surface of the lower member 3 by a feather and
groove connection 6. The relative position of the mount-
ing fixture 5 relative to the lower member 3 may be ar-

30 rested by means not shéwn but well known in the art. The
mounting fixture S is provided with hooks 7 adapted to be
placed over peripheral portions of a steering whéel 10
{shown in,phantom) of a vehicle when the lower member 23
is positioned thereon. The hooks 7 may be shaped, or may

35 be made of a resilient material, to engage the steering



|y connected at its forward edge to a receptacte nenber. 3 by neans of

hi nges (not shown) The | ower surface of the 5 table top 1 and the upper
surface of the receptacle mem ber 3, hereinafter sonetines referred to as
| ower nenber, are provided with conpl emBntary upstanding marginal |ips
which, in effect, formrecesses. The table top 1 and the receptacle 3 thus
respectively fowheednpiithesufify dilethtafeditt ioat R:@mp&-fevaarn:omtoaaiem&zrn%ﬁ:i'tﬁ@y
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rest agai nst the _up surface of The di fTerent angu-
“lar disposi ti ongag g’ieef‘hé‘q é’“ttoﬁ 1'4”9\,\?9“‘(?@ t“b"“ﬁ‘?é-” Fower® ARYe B fd g
function of theapreceals posire provikdezd wittheins heorturdaded of tvhemialbiag
fixture 5 igqgslidabhy g0 =Y R W g QY+ r
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board of the vehlcle, by securlng mugs or bott;es in

the recess 9.

The refeance characters used in describing the
second embodiment of the invention shown in Figs. 3 to 5
15 will be the same as those previously use but raised by
10. The table top 11 and the lower member 13 of the
second embodiment are connected to each other by hinges
' 21 depicted at a front portion 12 of the table unit which
faces away from the user when the table unit is hung on a
20 steering wheel. 1In this embodlment, the support struts
14 are a plurallty of bent wires 22 pivotally mounted in
a simple manner on the undersurface 24 of the table top
11. The table top 11 and the lower member 13 may be form
of a polymeric material, such as high impact polyethyl-
25 ene, but it will be understood that any other material
may be used to equal advantage. Acc§rdingly the mounting
brackets (not shown)-of the support struts 14 may prefer-
ably be integrally formed with the table top 11, by an
injection molding process. The support struts 14 are
30 aligned with toothed racks 25 formed in the upper surface
of the lower member 13 and may be received therein when
the table top 1 is erected. In Fig. 3 the support struts
14 are shown to be set into the rack 25; in Fig. 5 the
support struts 14 are folded against the undersurface 24
35 of the table top 11. '



ing fixture 5 relative to the |ower nenber 3 may be ar- 30 rested by neans
not shown but well known in the art. The nounting fixture 5 is provided
wi th hooks 7 adapted to be pl aced over peripheral portions of a steering
wheel 10 (shown in phantom of a vehicleé when the | ower nenber 3 is
positioned thereon: The hooks 7 may be shaped, or may 35 be nade of a

resilient material, 41 GRIAYEI AHCE SLOSFe D5 of %H@eééc&&heéﬂééméﬁet of
friction to prevent venent. of "the table unit relative to the steering

wheel . The hool®d AT el R $HRAI HP ok WL ED 115 LReD WEWRSE 23| ded
into the | ower sheyped tothita cubstansteeting|wiskelelat i oRsbEprAbMyt, hthe
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unit to the drlver' f the vehicle_ is detern1ne e extent to ch the
mount i ng fixureshak Red fRAseE otel %$1Yﬁ€YlEﬁéraﬂéﬁﬁe%HBOrQ¢§r58ve 8 and
a recess 9 are guawraleal snfalpbeimuanréﬁceh@ftahbetahie dPont ehel steer-

prevent spilling, fWA+es Fe. O“fﬁetfgbg g¥e§%°£uﬂ$§289f5§1ﬁf thﬁg Sg]cle

securi ng nmugs or ott t he reces rence cnarac used |n
descri bi ng t he RBCHRY WP orreighbi lege 2Rvepmneatedoy RnhpEnger porsi®nis

W Il be the sane7 asnd hosevPaed i WichYaS&ndtlaf By SBEnbYportion 28 dis-

10 posed within the lower membér 13. The hanger 27 is bent
into a configuration approximating the curvature of a
steering wheel and is attached to extensions of the legs
29 disposed normal to the surface of the lower member 3
and connected to the legs 29 by branches extending there-

15 from in opposite directions in parallel to the plane of
the lower member 13. As seen in Fig. 5, the legs 29 are
slidably mounted in slide bearings 32 above the bottom 26
of the lower member 13. The position of the legs 29 )
shown in Fig. 5 corresponds to the position of the mount-

20 ing fixture 15 shown in Fig. 4. To assume their with-
drawn position as shown, the legs 29 are pulled out by a
distance indicated in Fig. 5 by "x". In this position,
the angularly bent portions 28 abut against abutments 33.

A lock 30 is provided between the table top 11 and
25 the lowef member 13 so that the container formed by the
table top and lower member may be locked. '

Within the lower member 13, there are provided par-
tition walls 34 to provide separate compartments for
articles to be stored therein. Similar or complementary'

30 partition walls 35 are formed in the undersurface of the
table top so that the compartments will be closed in the
collapsed condition of the table unit. These partition
walls also serve to increase the stability of the ar-
rangement. Optionally, the partition wall may be provid-

35 ed with gaskets or resiliently compress1b1e coatings to
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10. The table top 11 and the | ower nenber 13 of the second enbodi nent are
connected to each other by hinges 21 depicted at a front portion 12 of the
tabl e unit which faces away fromthe user when the table unit is hung on a
20 " steering wheel. In thisg enbodinent? the support struts 14 are a
plurality of bent wires 22 plvotally mounted-in a sinple manner on the -
under surf ace 24prbvide wabte-pppotlcodpartmbhestop 11 and the | ower menber
13 may be formof a polyneric material, such as high inpact polyethyl- 25
ene, but it will be understood that any other material may be used to equal
advant age. Accor di ngFyet kabheunbifginraererdapast wikbBwhieotnvREtiGPPOT t
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to be a wire-|ig&katwapepepbated7and items of food; or it may be used to

store literature. It may be taken as a piece of luggage
10 to be packed and unpacked anywhere. Thus, the table unit
may serve an additional function which in certain circum-
stances may be invaluable. It is, of course, possible
to dress the outward appearance and, indeed, the internal
lay-ocut of the table unit to suit any particular purpose.
15 It may double as a suitcase or picnic basket, its lid
functioning as a table. It may be made of polymeric
material, wood, metal or processes natural materials. It
may be laminated with suitable cover materials such as
fabrics or leather. And it may be used to conceal from
20 third parties whatever its owner wishes to conceal.

In accordance with the invention the table unit is
at one of its surfaces provided with hooks adapted to
engage peripheral portions of a steering wheel at the
gide thereof facing a driver. While such hooks are known

25 in principle (see, for instance, German Utility Model
1,867, 782), the invention offers a Significant inprove-
ment by hocke which are covered by a resilient or high-
friction material, or which are wedged on the sieering
wheel, to prevent the table unit from sliding around the

30 steering wheel which is otherwise locked against rotation
by disengaging the ignition key, for instance. 1In accor-
dance with the invention it would alsoc be possible to
provide a plurality of snap-fit clamps or a flexible or
resilient annulus to engage the steering wheel. However,

35 the table unit being substantially independent of its



_shaped to fit over a steering wheel 10. Preferably, the points of
engagenent of the loop 17 with the steering 5 wheel 10 are spaced
relatively far apart in order to ensure a safe position of the table unit
upon the steer- ing wheel 10. The loop 17 is substantially U shaped having
two straight |egs 29 connected by a hanger portion 27 and provided with an

angul arly bent mBQhEh.BB %&x@'lfre,lgnl&o%‘ﬁ@ Walkblel ha@d MEadRIIGg bt~ The

hanger 27 is beg BFO a cqnfiguration approximating the curvature of a
st eering wheel S3ABeAs EQ F4e "Sneﬁttéﬁﬁ s Wheedh £nddeuretdisosed nor nal

to the surface of the |ower nenber 3 and connected to the | egs 29 by
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it in an unnatural manner.

In this respect, another advantage is derived from
the fact that the slide comprises a groove and feather
arranged patallel to the lower member of the table unit.

15 Preferably, the groove and feather arrangement is pro-
vided between a flat member which forms a part of a sus-
pen31on unit for the table, and the bottom of the lower
member .

Alternatively, the slide arrangement may be consti-

20 tuted by a wire-like loop of generally U-shaped configu-

’ ration the arms of which are slidingly arranged within
the lower member and are provided with intermittent brake
or arresting means. The member connecting the arms on
the outside of the table unit is preferably shaped for

25 use as a carrying handle as well as for fitting over a
steering wheel. The loop, sometimes referred to as a
hanger, is preferably resilient and is provided with
flared end sections for cooperating with corresponding
locating or arresting apertures in the lower member. It

30 1is thus possible to provide in the lower member a plural-
ity of stops-to accommodate withdrawal and setting of the
hanger at wvarious distances outside of the table unit.

In particular, if the hanger is formed of a resilient
metal or plastic and if the lower member is formed of



articles to be stored therein. Simlar or conplenentary 30 partition wal
35 are forned in the undersurface of the table top so that the conpartnents
will be closed in the collapsed condition of the table unit. These
partition walls also serve to increase9he stability of the ar rangenent.
Optionally, the partition waII may be provid- 35 ed with gaskets or
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RhRUIEAIRDO L R infenRILF it Iddble unit are inter-
connected by a hinge and may thus be folded together. It
is thus possible, with the hinge being remote from the
user, to align top and lower'members such that the top is

'disposed substantially horizontally regardless of the in-

15

20

25

30

c¢lination of the steering wheel of.a vehicle. Alterna-
tively, the top may be aligned at any desired inclination
to make use of it as a writing surface or to prevent
spilling over the dashboard of a vehicle. ' ‘

For arresting the orientation of the top relative to
the lower member there is provided between the bottom
surface of the top and the upper surface of the lower
member, remote from the hinge, a support fixture which is
pivotally journalled in one of the top or the lower mem-
ber and which may rest, when the table unit is unfolded,
against the other of the top and lower member. By fold-
ing down the support fixture, top and lower members can
be folded into their collapsed state. '

Preferably, the top member or the lower member, as
the case may be, is provided with indentations or aper-
tures for selectively arresting the support fixture in a
plurality of angular positions to defined the dispogition
of the table top relative to the lower member. Where the
table unit is made of plastic material, as by an injec-
tion molding process, the indentations or apertures may
be formed integrally. Otherwise, such indentations may
be provided by inserts affixed to the appropriate part of



functioning as a table. It may be nmade of polyneric material, wood, netal
or processes natural materials. It may be lam nated with suitable cover
materials such as fabrics or leather . And it may be used to conceal from
20 third parties whatever its owner wigfes to conceal. In accordance with
the invention the table unit is at one of it's surfaces provided wth hooks
adapted to engage pesprdei@it portions of a steering wheel at the side
thereof facing a driver. Wile such hooks are known 25 in principle (see,
for instance, German Utility Mdel 1,867, 782), the invention offers a
significant inpr ove-Tlnemumomoﬁ'Ectm:irehuayeadmteglebyshyrbsi Ebenedoas
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members.

10 In accordance with a further advantageous embodiment
of the invention, partition walls may be provided on the
upper surface of the lower member to provide pockets or
compartments for the'orderly storage of articles.

Preferably, such partition walls in the lower member

15 are either of sufficient height, or are complemented by
correspondlng partltlon ‘walls in the lower surface of the
top member,. to provide enclosed individual compartments
in the collapsed condition of the table unit. It is
within the ambit of the invention to water-proof the

20 interior of the table unit, or individual compartments
therein, by providing appropriately placed gaskets or by
matching_surfaces of appropriate resilience. The parti-
tion walls may either be integrally formed with the table
unit in which case they contribute to the stability

25 thereof. ' B '

-In another advantageous embodiment of the invention,
the table unit may be provided with appropriate latches
so that top and lower members may be securely locked when
in their cdllapseé condition to provide for easy trans-

30 portation and to prevent undesired access by third per-
sons.

Preferably, the table top is of generally rectangu-



Anot her advantage is derived froma nmounting fixture including a slide for
adjusting the extent to which it 5 may be withdrawmn fromthe table unit for
adjusting the proximty to which the table unit may be noved toward its
user, given the degree of inclination ollthe steering wheel. It may be

adj usted such that the table may be used a witing surface, or it may be

positioned to ald®WwdRFidtbatis6h WOtRatohha@sdach! Béeebltogbrhayisngndo bend
over it in an unnatural nan :

der. Ln this.res t h ant.age.

derived from t H¥¥ &% ¥H3 1@%% g??%eac%ﬁf??@géggnggg%v§£3§g¥fg%?thh%r
arranged par al | Bhdentahionswee preventofpikdinabardukpt previder epcuaigl v,
the groove and §eatbgind 58NELEEALekSoR! PtsVidegdabet veen a flat menber
which forns a part of a sus- pension unit for the table, and the bottom of
the | ower nenber. Alternatively, the slide arrangenent may be consti- 20
tuted by a wbre-li keTheopneénygtorrwlily bestagedstonfli hu- theseromskild edt s of
which are slidipgly,arraggedowobhi Bnk Begl owes caealer o2ndppi e cREawWrded with
intermttent brake or arresting neans. The nemnber conn%cglgﬁgéqe arire. gn
the outside of FRe PXBIBLEAI HeFSTiPErePEEPI shapbd™AYr Po5e A Bpetu
carryi ng handl eand wehblaesihoalli tbnwgyaneesapsbwddedgwiltbelstegxdraop,
sometimes referfedeig 85 BeRaRISt ulpuRLE! BLARY chethll eabianddys oy Hled

with flared end sSections ror cooperating wth correspondi ng
10 suspended. .



locating or arresting apertures in the lower nenber. It 30 is thus
possible to provide in the I ower nmenber a plural- ity of stops to
acconmodat e wi t hdrawal and setting of the hanger at various distances
outside of the table unit. In particulae, if the hanger is fornmed of a
resilient metal or plastic and if the |ower nenber is forned of 9
plastic the bearing or slide surfaces in the Iomer nenber may be conflgured
to receive the hanger is a press-fit or snap-fit nanner By~ﬁFaGLng‘1he

arnms of the hanger in- side of the table unit, ele mould
otherwise 5 protrude excessively fromthe table u
n op and

avoi ded. | n andiadr isd\cletiamgsbuiss enbodi ment of the rnve

| ower menbers of the table unit are inter- connected by a hlnge ahd may

t hus be fol ded togeth 10 is thus possible, wth the hinge being .
renote fromtheluse® f{q}dérk?]ﬁ Sl eI e MShels au@ntoretive vebiis

di sposed subst alid ajd )terMﬁmt:aid]yudﬁfgarailﬁféeﬂfng Rénddl, Cdomiski 90nQt the

st eering whegel of r the top may be ‘aligned at
any desi red%l ncl i na?[} \(?n 1 i“% e otfa\ﬁté/as B owriti ng surface or to

prevent spilling ov@eante %W%‘fnﬁ skl table top means;
means for pivotally connecting said table top means

to said supporting means for movement between open and
closed positions;

10 means for maintaining selective aﬁgular orientations
between said table top means and said supporting means;

- means provided in said supporting means for
releasably connecting said table unit to said steering
wheel

15 means formlng at least one recess in one of said
table top means and said supporting means in facing rela-
tionship with the other of said table top means and éaid
supporting means thereby to form a substantially enclosed
container means when said table top means and said sup-

20 porting means are in their closed position; and

means for locklng said table top means and said
supporting means in thelr closed position.

2. The table unit of claim 1, wherein said means re-
leasable connecting means comprises hook means adapted to
25 engage said steering wheel.

3. The table unit of claim 2, wherein said hook means

is adapted to engage said steering wheel at separated
peripheral portions thereof.

4. The table unit of claim 3, wherein said sﬁpporting
30 means comprises slide means for movably mounting said
hook means, whereby the position of said table unit rela-



For arresting the orientation of the top relative to the | ower nenber there
I's provided between the bottom surface of the top and the upper surface of
the |l ower 20 nenber, renote fromthe hinge, a support fixture which is
pivotally journalled in one of the topld8r the |ower mem ber and which may
rest, when the table®unit is unfolded, against the other of the top and .

| ower nmenber. ByJedltds 441 Gyt gy SHRRON tid iadjigab 0. and | ovwer menbers
can 25 be folded into their collapsed state. Preferably, the top nenber or
the | ower nenber, as the case nay be is provided with indentations or
aper- tures for S.el éitiie wdbhlearureist iol) ¢l upporhierein usaid nshige umabhsy of

angul ar posi ti o4 Sé‘ﬂiﬂd tab r tive
to the | ower l‘gﬁhere s-h %ﬁ |%f%%d£n%%¥a§t#%a%§%ér%g as
by an injec- tl‘-’d?Pcﬁfﬁ FRPFOL¥Rs, the indentations or apertures may be

formed integrally. Qtherw se, such indentations may be provi ded by inserts

affixed to the gpprag(d gtfaﬁalgé"rl%nfé épai'ﬁlfst%;sﬁmt ic re #880{“&3.115

fixture may "advant ageou orne as a 00p provided
at its arns wi t9PHTREkRIE (ﬁi'fr?ﬁ)ﬂfﬂg)rfse#%ﬁ %ﬁﬁoﬁ%ﬂtmnﬂlﬂ@‘aﬂét%@@l PEephe

table unit relatlve to said steering wheel.

7. The table unit of claim 3, comprising substantially
U-shaped hanger means comprising a pair of substantially
10 parallel arms'slidably mounted in said supporting means
and provided with means for selectively arresting said
hanger means relative to said supporting means in any one
of a plurality of positions, said arms being connected to
. each other exteriorly of said table unit by said hook
15 means.

8. The table unit of claim 7, wherein said arms extend
into the interior of said.container means.

9. The table unit of claim 3, wherein said pivotal
connecting means comprises hinge means. '

20 10. The table unlt of claim 2, wherein said means for
maintaining selective angular orientations comprises
support means selectively erectible between said table
top means and said supporting means remore from said
hinge means.

25 11. The table unit of claim 10, wherein said suppcrt
" means is elongate and is at one of its ends pivotally
connected to one of said table top means and said sup-
porting means and is at the other of its ends selectively
arrestible at the other of said table top means and said
30 supporting means.

* [ L M S * .




5 retention in opposing apertures provided in one of the top and | ower
menbers of the table unit. The connection between the arns may then be
pl aced in any one of the in- dentations or apertures in the other of the
top and | ower nmenbers. 10 In accpadance with a further advantageous
enbodi nent of the invention, partition walls may be provided on the upper

surface of the;Lower,oe %&et%nR%OEEd%lgﬁﬁkqﬁ§pa |t|on\E§HH€th” ¢ he

orderly storage of artlc es er.ab suc 1511 the | ower
menber 15 = ar es@igh&Rbdr $OPf MERES Faid supPROrtd@ieh I mansH def yrovid-
correspondi ng par whithoa gﬂurellmyt F ls@aRlentilslase pfs idifordap lrfmétafa- to

provi de encl os%d | ndltf\#rﬁut 1e¢RIRAN mcﬁef‘ﬂ \?hq:[h%mo q'%%:e £Ut4 g & ‘ﬁ,@é

table unit. iSO e anbit the in |on wat er - pro
i nterior of5th§aﬂ§b5@9mﬂn§_mﬁaﬂsndlV|dual conpartnents t herein, by
providing appropriately placed gaskets or by mat chi ng surfaces of

appropriate re I|e e. art.i -t may_ ei t.her be I nte
f ormed vvithth tablq‘g‘ur'f’agiep t fl 9@%&3’ %}ﬁeo]lﬁesafot%‘epg?a%lllty
.25 thereof. InnaMOmhmpnmNﬂMEagd@m§umﬂMQMSuhﬂtantn&kiyrﬂﬁﬁnamﬂ@ mére-t abl e
unit may be preghyded with appropriate latches so that top and | ower nenbers
- may be securely | ocked when in their collapsed condition to provide for
easy trans- 30 portation and to prevent undesired access by third per-

14. The table unit of claim 1, wherein said recess is

10 provided with partion means for forming a plurality of
compartments.

15. The table unit of claim 14, wherein said partition
means extend into engagement with the other of said table -
top means and said supporting means.

15 16. The table unit of claim 15, wherein the other of
said table top means and said supporting weans is provid-
ed with partion walls pléced complementarily to the par- -
tition walls in said one of said table top means and said .
supporting means. '

20 17. The table unit of claim 14, further comprising means
for water-proofing at least one of said compartments.

18. The table unit of claim 17, wherein sald water-
proofing means comprlses gasket means.

19. The table unit of claim 14,7, wherein said Qater—
25 proofing means comprises resilient material means adapted
to be engage by said partition walls.

20. The table unit of claim 1, wherein said table top
means in its face opposite said supporting means is pro-
vided with recess means extending substantially araound

N /
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sons. Preferably, the table top is of generally rectangu- | ar
configuration with rounded or bevelled corners and nay be provided with a
circunferential groove and other indentations to prevent spilling and to
provide secure placenent of articles onlbts surface. 5 The invention
wi |l be understood by those skilled in the art not to be limted in its use
or application %ﬁétggrg RAR. egfdgaggiggg gherein. It may be equally useful
and usable in all conveyances provided-wth steering wheels or other
structures on which the table top nay be 10 suspended. 12 What is
clained is: 1. éltolwhbleabablenﬂnlbffe&admezbn ahe&aMWﬂydrdauaﬂﬁe-uﬂgaor

the Iike .includj eerin e is g iggeg Qfg

a table top, neg%gn h EE Q @Q gbgfgg %l?bsuﬁggﬁgln ans%Fér E%’r':?:ally
connecti ng saldvﬁéﬁﬂewﬂﬁb ﬁ9§ﬁ§st@e§aﬁdf§ﬁpﬁepvﬁﬁ@§ﬂ§ﬁﬁ}q

bet ween opensangherein.
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cl osed positions; 10 - - neans for maintaining selective angul ar
orientations between said table top neans and said supporting neans,_prans=—\
provi ded in said supporting neans for releasably connectin f§qtﬁ*”ébheﬁun£ﬁﬁx\
to said steering wheel; 15 meanslforning at |east ong Fecessojmone |
of said table top means and said supporting neans in facing rela-—ttorship
with the other of said table top neans and sai d supporting Treans thereby to
forma substantially enclosed contai ner nmeans when said table top neans and
said sup- 20 porting neans are in their closed position; and neans for

| ocking said table top neans and said supporting neans in their closed
position. 2. The table unit of claiml, wherein said neans re- |easable
connecti ng means conprises hook neans adapted to 25 engage said steering
wheel . 3. .The table unit of claim2, wherein said hook neans is adapted to
engage said steering wheel at separated peripheral portions thereof. 4. The
table unit of claim3, wherein said supporting 30 neans conprises slide

nmeans for novabMPBiEFOR) AUFIMOTIVEK VIEEHITE LB her eby t he position of said

table unit rel a-

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE -

A foldable table unit adapted to be selectively
" suspended from the éteering wheel of a vehicle in a plu-
5 rality of secure selective angular dispositions. The
table unit is also provided with a slide arrangement by
.means of which its position relative to the periphery of
the steering wheel may be adjusted.

S
eet Has Been Reflaced :

N

Figure 2 -



13 tive to said steering wheel is adjustable. 5. The table unit of claim4,
wherein said slide neans is connected to said supporting neans by a feather
and groove connection. 5 6. The table unit of claim5, wherein said
slide means conprises arresti-ng méans for setting the position of the
table unit relative to said steering whkeg2. 7. The table unit of claim 3,
conprising substantially U shaped hanger neans conprising a pair of
substantially 10 parallel arnms slidably nounted in said supporting nmeans
and provided with neans for selectively arresting said hanger neans
relative to said supporting neans in any one of .a plurality of positions,
said arns being connected to each ofher exteriorly of said table unit by
sai d hook 15 means. et f— B @,elqzsat;.arns ext end
. b | & wpid7of claim 3,

table unit of cIainl\\

orientations conprise“\ f~ i Tt % ;4Tmeen sai d
tabl e top neans and sai{\supponit F hijnge nmeans. 25
11. The table unit of CcNR &

~




e

means is elongate and is at one of its ends pivotally connected to one of
said table top neans and said sup- porting neans and is at the other of its
ends selectively arrestible at the other of said table top neans and said
30 supporting neans. 14 12. .The table unit of claim1l, wherein the
other’ of said table top neans and said 'suppgpting neans is provid- ed with
a plurality of sequentially positioned indenta- tions for selectively
receiving the other of said ends of 5 said support nmeans. 13. The table
unit of claim 10, wherein said support unit conprises at |east one
substantially U shaped nem ber. 14. The tabl? unit of claim1, wherein
said recess is 10 provided with partion nmeans 25r formng a plurality of
conpartnents. 15. The | & unit of clai MErei n sal.ega tygion means
extend i nt o engagenent th the other DTS © OF id
supporting nmeans. 15 =TT ' Q Ao, TN t hd?ot her of
sai d tabl e top—wedt . P gpartion




tition walls in said one of said table top nmeans and sai d::suppori i ng..nmeang
20 17. The table unit of claim 14, further conprising means for . I'
wat er - proofing at | east one of said conpartnents. 18. The';:;taabJ..eg.gl.n!'mRQ‘l@ST ',
claim17, wherein said water- proofi n’g6 means conpri ses -gasket—means—1%—"
The table unit of claim14,7, wherein said water- 25 proofing means

conprises resilient material --neans adapted to be engage by said partition
wal I's. 20. The table unit of claiml, wherein said table top neans in its
face opposite said supporting nmeans is pro- vided wi thzrecess neans

ext endi ng substanti al | yTﬁBbE&rQRAUMﬁVﬁéVEHI@LE of said face. 21. The
table unit of claim20, wherein said table top neans in its face opposite

ans.

sai d supporting nmeans is pro- vided with recess nmeans for securing articles’

pl aced Afdldubietable unit.(1) adapted to be selectively suspended from the steering wheel (10) of a

. vehicle in a plurality of secure selective angular dispositions. The table unit is also provided

with a slide arrangement (5) by means of which it oy . A
steering wheel may be adjusted, 1ch 1ts position relative to the periphery of the

Fig. 2.



