A receiver system (12) automatically adaptively tunes 5 to broadcast
-signals that are variable in the nunber of channels that are
transmtted, their signal coding type and their nodul ation format. A
systemreceives (15) a digital bitstreamrepresent.ing vi deo i nformation
encoded in one of a plurality of different formats, and transmtted on
one of a plurality of transm ssion 10 ¢hannels. In the system a nethod for
acquiring data transmtted on a transm ssion channel involves selecting
(17) a transni ssB¥STEM FQih RECELVING (VARIBBLE] ENCOPDING HORMAIIS and
selecting (17) a nodul ation fornm e nethod al so invol ves

tuning (20) to recefYB NPMEBER nBﬁu’FﬁN(’%}s$59%?H%NHEL§eterm' ning (50)

whether 1 5 valid data is being receAbggrqr the selected transm ssion
channel . The nethod steps are repeated until valid data is received. The
nmet hod may al so involve selecting (17) a coding type (30,40), and t uni ng
to receive the codi ngAt ypeeiver agstiemi ofi,2)t iaawmnh@dlkyf ada[ﬂbﬁﬂlyrlt@ﬁlesdata
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i nf or mat | othat are transmitted, their swnal coding type and their modulation

format. A system receives (15) a digital bitstream representing

video information encoded in one of a plurality of different

formats, and transmitted on one of a plurality of transmission

10 channels. In the system, a method for acquiring data transmitted

on a transmission channel involves selecting (17) a transmission

channel from the plurality of channels and selecting (17) a

modulation format (25). The method also involves tuning (20) to

receive the modulation format and determining (50) whether

15 valid data is being received on the selected transmission channel.

The method steps are repeated until valid data is received. The

method may also involve selecting (17) a coding type (30,40), and

“tuning to receive the coding type. In addition, the method of

acquiring data may involve capturing program guide information

20 and re-tuning to receive a transmission channel in response to the
program guide information.
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