1 REFUSE CHUTE FIELD OF THE | NVENTI ON The present invention relates
to a refuse chute for gravity disposal of refuse fromstoreys of a
mul ti-storey building such as during building construction 5 or
refurbi shnment. BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION It is normal practice on
mul ti-storey building sites to provide for the renoval of refuse
fromupper floors of a building by a refuse chute which defines a

shaft whereby all types of buil d%uﬁt@.@uﬁy be dropped fromthe

upper floors down 10 the chute sh ai ner |located at the
bot t om of RIBEDCOGTHE MYVENTIODUND | evel . Such chutes are usually
assenbl ed from. ndivi dual. tuhul ar sections o circular or . .
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when in place, 15 extend vertically along the building have one or
mor e ref use refurlishmentict ures that enable a user to put refuse into
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a nunber of different refuse inlet structures, ranging froma sinple
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end-to-en? E@ﬁ) provide the height of refuse chute required. Chute
sections t9&- are at the height of a floor of the 25 building that
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15  extend vertically along the building have one or more refuse inlet structures that
enable a user to put refuse into the chute for gravity disposal. As such,
conventional refuse chutes have many adjustable components to fit different floor
heights in buildings, resulting in many pieces to be assembled. Also, there are a
number of different refuse inlet structures, ranging from a simple opening or hole
20 in a side wall of the chute sections, which may be covered by a flexible sheet
material, to elaborate tilting chute assemblies.

UK Patent document GB 2,229,427 A shows a refuse chute that comprises
a number of chute sections that join together end-to-end to provide the height of
refuse chute required. Chute sections that are at the height of a floor of the
25  building that will require removal of refuse have a refuse entry point provided.
The refuse entry point is a sloped tubular structure attached to, and extending
externally from, the chute section. Such entry point is at a fixed location on the
chute section, so the refuse may need lifting or lowering to put it into the refuse

entry point; this may prove to be an occupational health and safety hazard.
30 US Patent 3,627,090 discloses a refuse chute for a building comprising a
number of sheet metal chute sections. Again, the chute sections that are at floor
level are provided with an external refuse entry point. The refuse entry point is

provided by an external funnel configuration with a bottom and side walls that



entry point; this may prove to be an occupational health and safety
hazard. 30 US Patent 3,627,090 discloses a refuse chute for a

bui l ding conprising a nunber of sheet netal chute sections. Again,
the chute sections that are at floor |evel are provided with an
external refuse entry point. The refusegentry point is provided by

an external funnel configuration with a bottomand side walls that 2
extend out t I ;

Dot tom pord o oF WAty PEmH e SEERIS 1R fhe NI FhRSquRF gorton of
and provi dbs fsumimestst on tthe ﬂohc(séof $ee buitdisg afdepoivides seoidrbies the chute

Chat  the. REGIPTT el Shifatelods Brbvesh HendarBlebends sactigis abs tapable
the ref usefaslestopPgdo fHathBe anooP R dh@t@ebeotm ERe Bengdj0btcting A Yor

point may be covered by a flexible rubber flap. UK Patent docunent
GB 1, 091, dhe refuseswrtnbesinta eewaidlanmerels The ewpeining détheaentny poindtroay pe

bU|Id|ng f e ilding to dispose of their refuse.
The chut e%l(lgl:%ghgsqe%mqéf%&ea{StépCOncr ete tubular walls and has an

inl et opening UK PatéhtdictimdriesB af OBEI4aM BssdribeeVreflde chiredfitted inside
extends outwardly fromthe concrete shaft and has outer walls of
concrete @nenuii- a%my hrilding dov iegidants af thewpuilding i dispase & éhejf refhee. The
refuse int S -
o2 aan DU, GRSt NS Bl O e B bpspipg o
passage f evhistetivé cefust damebs ithn@v&nd Ttesioletrexterfdsooutizediyi from thbeconcrete

1 e bei ng en t he SI|O and the di scharge passage.
?ﬁrevgggar é?“?gass ?ﬁé’%%fr W@ﬁ%‘@?@nereé% Iy G0s J4lyel %M”%%‘P &lley gyicgd
vertical %khagé’%?ﬂé‘re#@émtaﬂ{ébﬁ&b TRéle 8 |sch %Fﬁé&d acceﬁs

doors are provided. Wien it is desired to sone of t
contents of thdJSiRatent BF0aGEAEsdesiies aldeuplevpamiawoalﬂ chiiengbichdmas a
t he | ower hori zontal t he, door. to a _passage from he 20.
nterior SPORHESHARsauR A sgicEnpL gy Sichand M HEras TR Bas Siehceetvie
door emd @@a¥Bagéd iy EQN%Qﬁtﬁé%ﬁﬁgﬁd tﬁé%écﬁidr@é‘ d%\%%ﬁ@é dﬂ?élgﬁﬁéraﬁb’n of
682758, in the nane of present applicant, Brow des a refuse

chute sysﬁ@nsﬁaﬂﬁ‘@l@ﬂﬁludlﬁpfpﬂir@er passagesnbeachivsic

vertical wall normally closed access doors are provided. When it is desired to

yris vertical wall. Within this

discharge some of the contents of the silo, the access doors are pivoted about
hinges on the lower horizontal frame of the door to form a passage from the

20 interior of the silo. The contents of the silo travel over the access door and down
the discharge passage.

Australian Patent document AU 682758, in the name of the present
applicant, provides a refuse chute system having multiple refuse inlet positions
per chute section. The unwanted inlets can be covered with removable plates so

25 that, apart from the inlet opening(s) that remain functional, a continuous chute is
provided. The refuse inlet extends outwardly from the chute and has a flat
section which rests on the building floor, and then slopes to the chute.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a simpler refuse chute of
the type above described, that is, a chute that is comprised of a number of

30 discrete chute sections that can be assembled to provide an enclosed refuse
disposal shaft having a desired height, selected ones of the chute sections being
provided with access openings in their peripheral wall through which refuse may

be introduced into the chute shaft for it to fall down the chute, and which chute



per chute section. The unwanted inlets can be covered with renovabl e
plates so 25 that, apart fromthe inlet opening(s) that remain
functional, a continuous chute is provided. The refuse inlet extends
outwardly fromthe chute and has a flat section which rests on the
buil ding floor, and then slopes to the ghute. It is an object of the
present invention to provide a sinpler refuse chute of the type
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further object is to provide a chute inlet structure which allows the
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still falling down the chute froma | evel above the
openi ng ?{o%@% tgﬁ Pe shaft thr ough that opening. 10 SUMVARY OF

THE IMYVENSUMNVIAR YaOllr DHE INMENTION: | nvention provi des a sinpl e ref use
chute with an internal baffle system for use inside or outsi
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provide an enclosed refuse disposal shaft, at least some of the chute sections
having one or more openings in a side wall of the chute section, characterised in
that a baffle is associated with each one or more of the openings, the baffle
extending from the side wall into the disposal shaft and being preferably inclined
20  such that there is an obtuse angle between the baffle and the opening with which
the baffle is associated.

The internal baffles provide protection from refuse falling from above, so
that a user may safely put refuse in the chute at lower levels with minimal chance
that refuse falling from above can harm them. It is desirable that the baffle length

25 be equal to or longer than an average person’s arm so as to protect the person
and arm of the person from refuse falling from above.

Preferably, a chute section may have multiple openings along the height
thereof, thereby providing different refuse insertion locations for disposal of
refuse. So, for example, a person seeking to dispose of refuse does not have to

30 bend over or lift it up to an opening location above floor level, and may instead
use an inlet at a lower height along the chute section, eg one at floor level,

thereby enabling refuse to be simply swept into the chute.



extending fromthe side wall into the disposal shaft and being
preferably inclined 20 such that there is an obtuse angl e between the
baffl e and the opening with which the baffle is associated. The
internal baffles provide protection fromrefuse falling from above,
so that a user may safely put refuse ip the chute at |ower |evels
with mniml chance that refuse falling fromabove can harmthem It
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refuse travel SF’goferably She plate has a ledge depending from the plate end distal to the

opening. The ledge may be provided by a reinforcement bar. Such a ledge
strengthens the baffle, minimising bending of the baffle if debris from above hits
20 the free baffle edge on its descent.

In another embodiment, the baffle could be hinged at or near the edge of
the opening and be held securely at discrete angles of inclination with respect to
the vertical. By providing the option of varying the angle of inclination of the
baffle, the user can select the angle of the baffle that best suits specific refuse

25 disposal requirements. Alternatively, the plate may be welded fixed to the side
walls.

The angle between the wall in which the opening is provided (or the plane
in which the opening is defined) and the plane in which the baffle extends (ie
assuming a planar or plate-like baffle) is preferably between 110 to 150 degrees,

30  preferably at about 120 degrees.
The baffle may be removably secured to the chute sections, providing for

ease in replacing damaged baffles.



15 baffle and into the disposal chute, thereby m nim sing damage to
the baffle and providing a snoother path for the refuse failing into
t he di sposal shaft. Preferably, the plate has a | edge depending from
the plate end distal to the opening. The | edge nay be provided by a
reinforcenent bar. Such a |edge strengghens the baffle, m nimsing
bending of the baffle if debris fromabove hits 20 the free baffle
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15 Flgure 3 shows a top elevation (3A), front elevation (3B), and side
elevation (3C) of the refuse chute of Figure 1;

Figure 4 shows a front elevation of the refuse chute with varying covers for
the refuse inlets;

Figure 5 shows a perspective view of a stackable chute section of the

20 refuse chute of Figure 1, including a stacking facilitation portion and a securing
device;

Figure 6 shows a schematic perspective view of a single chute section of a
refuse chute as shown in Figure 1 in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention; and

25 Figures 7A and B show a schematic of a side elevation and top elevation
respectively of two chute sections of the type shown in Figure 6 joined together.
DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

The present invention may be implemented in a variety of ways and the
embodiments illustrated are to be considered only illustrative constructions.

30 Figure 1 is a schematic perspective view of the refuse chute 10. Refuse
chute 10 is assembled from four identical chute sections 12. The chute secticns
12 may be identical and stacked and secured together at the end faces, as

shown, or be of some other configuration such as a nesting arrangement in which



chute, with a cut away section to show the internal configuration of
the refuse chute; Figure 2 is a schematic, partial side elevation of
the refuse chute of fig. 1, wth four building | evels shown; 15
Figure 3 shows a top elevation (3A), front elevation (3B), and side
elevation (3C) of the refuse chute of Fggure 1; Figure 4 shows a
front elevation of the refuse chute with varying covers for the
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of sonme ofher configuration su as a nesti rrangenen
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simlar to te[l_gscopi cally inserted sections. The chute sections 13 by
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her eby i nowiiige atpedings t&faloeneduse to be fed into the refuse chute 10 at different
heights on the same level; for example, by the tray of a bobcat or similar vehicle,
15 by hand, wheelbarrow, or by sweeping the refuse into the shaft 14. It will be
appreciated that dependent on the situation, only some of the chute sections 12
will have multiple openings 18, or even single openings.
Associated with each refuse inlet 18 is a baffle 20 extending into the
disposal shaft, inclined at an angle to the height axis of chute sections 12 and in
20 particular inclined at an obtuse angle relative to the refuse inlet 18 with which it is
associated. Each baffle, which is preferably a planar sheet metal plate, is fixed to
its associated refuse inlet 18 at or near the lower edge of that refuse inlet 18. The
baffle 20 provides a slide such as to assist in gravity feeding the refuse into the
disposal shaft 14, and further minimises the risk of refuse from higher levels
25 harming a user placing refuse into the chute 10 at lower levels. The baffle 20 also
provides a shelter or protection to the refuse inlet 18 below the opening with
which the baffle 20 is associated. The incline and length of the baffle 20 shown is
such that the end of the baffle 20 furthest from the refuse inlet 18 is on a
horizontal plane with the upper edge of the refuse inlet 18 below the baffle (see
30 line A). The baffles have a horizontal reinforcing lip 24 dependent from the end of
each baffle 20 and extending the entire width thereof.
Each chute section 12 may have multiple baffles 20 (say four to six or

more baffles) which may have to be lifted into place by a lifting device due to its



In this case, the chute sections 12 are of constant quadril ateral
cross- section, nmade of steel sheets, and renovably joined together
at their end faces to forman enclosed di sposal shaft 14, through
which refuse falls by gravity to a container 16 below Refuse is fed
into the disposal shaft 14 through refuge 10 inlets/openings 18. The
concept underlying the invention may best be appreciated by
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removably secured to the opening 18 to seal it temporarily from use.
Figure 5 shows a possible configuration for an individual chute section 12
which stacks to form a refuse chute 10 in an end-to-end configuration. The body
20 and baffle 20 configuration is the same as shown in previous figures. However,
the chute section 12 includes a stacking facilitation portion 30 which is a three
sided component placed inside the walls of the chute section 12 so as to fit in a
nesting manner into the top of the chute section 12 below it. The stacking portion
30 has an open front corresponding to the side of the refuse chute 10 which has
25 provided refuse inlets 18, extends along a portion of the side walls of the chute
section 12, and along the wall distal and parallel to the wall which has the
openings 18 provided. In the case of a refuse chute 10 of circular cross-section,
the stacking portion 30 would be of an arc-shape. The stacking facilitation portion
30 could also be provided in a refuse chute 10 in which the chute sections 12 are
30 nested.
Further, a securing device 32, here shown as a chain, is provided on the
top edge of the refuse chute section 12. This chain 32 may be attached to the

scaffolding or other structure against which the refuse chute 10 is supported, or



wei ght. However, snaller sections 12 having one or two baffles 20 can
be manufactured and lifted by hand and secured in place nmanual ly.
Also shown in Figure 2 is one exanple of struts 22 by which refuse
chute 10 is held above the container 16. The refuse chute 10 is al so
able to be 5 attached to the building gr to the building site

scaffol ding or any other structure, as known to those in the art,
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section 1 ch stac rmare USGC I'n an en

conf i gur akectionsThe. bathe ad@cend chefd lseciéhs dnf agursatums It@géther WhiEany
as shown in_previous figures. However, the chute section 12 includes
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pl aced Inﬁrﬂiﬁ t7h91é§¢aéll omedttg&? EJ@@ section 12 so as to fit in a
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nesting ma rint chute section 12 below it. The
stacki ng porti dhe Bfeseas laverdmmsf nohtllmntafd érs pappdicaton dot the sefdse ofhute
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provided. In the case of a refuse chute 10 of circular cross-section,
t he stackihegcpmpieted refusgocihutehdensinding ancthehageds Théhe eapkeaitpn. Whilst
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wooden constructions are not excluded from consideration, as are mixed-material
solutions, eg the chute sections being manufactured from sheet metal, and the
20 baffles from steel (or otherwise reinforced) plastics materials. Similarly, steel
sheet baffles may be lined or otherwise coated/covered with abrasion-resistant
and/or sound-absorbing materials such as to minimise noise impact upon refuse

falling from above and hitting the baffle(s).
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30 nested. Further, a securing device 32, here shown as a chain, is
provi ded on the top edge of the refuse chute section 12. This chain
32 may be attached to the scaffolding or other structure against

whi ch the refuse chute 10 is supported, or 8 nmay link to inmediately
adj acent chute sections 12. The chain 3@ can be used in addition, or
as an alternative to, attachnent points 28. The nost preferred
confi gur apj @mier the chute sections 12 and refuse chute 10 is shown
in Figures 6 and 7, which show chute sections 12 which have a 5
single baffle 20 associated with a single opening 18. The chute
section 12 is af i EHBR o ABUARnGUSERILIES rRFfTd Blrdfy (ot ABLERYFHe
to be stacked I n an end-to- end arrangenent to forma re¥use chute

10. The upediorsnthd chde sedijess beinghdackdhi¢ én apandeto-drdd haeerd-avisé pesing
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any suitable neans via attachnent points 34 on Ip 33, but

the il | uschueissetioh, Figure 7, they are joined by bolts 36. The
present invention is not limted i a ication.to the refuse chut
Bont 1 qurat 1 on HederiseaY eoPebgdhile B HRE A8 o in ety oS e
out of anyperdihgsUhkaife BRIcRHIR] framaheididenantintertas disssidal snatt anbaresg
may be used to make up the conpl eted refuse chute dependi ng on the

needs of Pieergbpl inclinedpuclhihatstherssisean obtusel an@elbetwese thealla gndéne
used,1 ei Qg’é’ﬁiﬁ@%m \&ﬁfch(%ﬁe%%?f?é' fsaalsssOBfated"DOden constructions are not

excl uded Tfomeonsi deration, as aré mxed-material solutions, eg the
chute sections being manufactured from sheet netal, and the 20

baffles froms I [ herwi.se.rein d | ast.ics i .

S | art y2- ot obhE ek LT PEEG R LB HE i8R, el 8hlithé distance
coat ed/ copet @He Wdfile AxtaTdsO htd &bk sdigpdsal ahdOares eHbdemitenhbihag the baffle
mat erials such as to mnimse noise I nmpact upon refuse falling from

above andPi@vidasngn tawnipaffer @énsppening below the opening with which the baffle is
associated.

15 3. The refuse chute according to claim 2, wherein the end of the baffle distal
to the opening with which it is associated is on a near horizontal or horizontal

plane with the lower edge of an opening below.

4, The refuse chute according to claim 1, wherein the baffle is a plate that

extends substantially across a width of the chute section.

20 5. The refuse chute according to claim 4, wherein the plate is secured to
opposite side walls and at or near a lower edge of the opening with which it is

associated.

6. The refuse chute according to claim 4 or 5, wherein the plate has a ledge

depending from the plate end distal to the opening.

25 7. The refuse chute according to claim 6, wherein the ledge includes a

reinforcement bar.



9 CLAIMS: 1. Arefuse chute for a building assenbled froma
plurality of tubular chute sections, the chute sections being
stackable in an end-to-end or end-w se nesting relationship and
securable to provide an encl osed refuse di sposal shaft, at least 5
sonme of the chute sections having one ofgnore openings in a side wall
of the chute section, characterised in that a baffle each is

associ ateg w t h‘fﬁ‘r’éf&’éa BP é’écotr@iﬁg tBE\:ﬁgj &S of EE}‘%Q@C {d ? r%g%ﬁ;ﬁ@ plate

fromthe side Into t di spos and ing prefe

i nclined suoklddshio theeide wallaaudmth&téhaaggke ibdehwean tING thdB0 degiads.
the 10 opening with which the baffle is associated. 2. The refuse
chute according to claim1l, wherein the angle and the distance that
the baffl ®.ext didsrefose dhioee dicspatiag ts it & evidresethes aohle atbobe 120
baffl e pr ovi des an awni ng for an openi ng bel ow the opening with
which the969f49% is associated. 15 3. The refuse chute according to
~claim2, wherein the end of the baffle distal to the opening with
which it is associated is on a near hori zont al or_ hori zont al pla

with the NOwer Téggefiese ghutepasraigingetoogiaing 1, weereisy thesbatig: is hinged at or
accordi ngp %ﬁy?ﬂa%lﬁgg&’ofwgﬁlﬁﬂlrph&@%% I%b!esaﬁdgbl%‘tgf%ﬁg q,ﬁl)éﬁrcr on with

substanti al s aw the chute section ef use
chut e accoespeany td thecVatioald prefeebdy im 4 hengd betevaes Bi-aneéd60aegopgmsi t e
side walls and at or near a | ower edge of the opening with which it

is associated. 6. The refuse chute according to claim4 or 5,

wher ei n tHhe. pl dhe refisseachtd grecortiipg ndictaymf t.owhéiin thebefflend akchtingealsly
t he openin 25 7. The refuse chute according to claim®6, wherein the
| edge incP BWEdo theChHIS 3e5HOR: bar. 10 8. The refuse chute
according to any one of clains 5 to 7, wherein the plate

10 12.  The refuse chute according to claim 1, wherein one or more chute sections
further include a stacking facilitation portion which extends from the inner side of
the lower edge of the chute section and nests into the immediately below

adjacent chute section.

13.  The refuse chute of any one of claims 1 to 12 wherein the baffles exhibit

15  shock and/or sound absorbing properties

14. A tubular refuse chute section, adapted to be stacked with like chute
sections in an end-to-end or end-wise nesting relationship to form a refuse chute
for a building, said refuse chute having a disposal shaft, said refuse chute section
having one or more openings in a side wall of said chute section, and a baffle
20 associated with one or more of the openings, said baffle extending from the side
wall into the disposal shaft and being preferably inclined such that there is an
obtuse angle between the baffle and the opening with which the baffle is

associated.

15.  The refuse chute section according to claim 14, wherein the angle and the
25 distance that the baffle extends into the disposal shaft are chosen such that the
baffle provides an awning for an opening below the opening with which the baffle

is associated.



is welded to the side walls such that the angle is between 110 to 150
degrees. 9. The refuse chute according to claim8, wherein the angle
is about 120 degrees. 5 10. The refuse chute according to claim1,
wherein the baffle is hinged at or near the edge of the opening and
securable at discrete angles of inclinajon with respect to the
vertical, preferably in a range between 100 and 160 degrees. 11. The

refuse chykge a rdi ﬁ?ﬂﬂ g@@ﬂ bak k| e nasa I
secured tg%t heq® u%é@%etgw?nsé 15! hgkfte# %gaen}ﬂcﬁ]%,t glhlg(?:eclﬁ)r(@?ng {g,lp the
claim1l, bvhfleedistaine the apenengivithewnisiebtii Bnassdciateties onna Inecde harizontal or

stackin acilitation rtion which extends fromthe inner side of
the I over NBHEeEFPlERE WtLihe 1ower pade Shanmeening Relg he | mredi at el y

bel ow adjacent chute section. 13. The refuse chute of any one of

clains 1 to 12_wherein the baffles exhibit 15 shock and/or sound .
absor bi ng1r opdfei Eduse chite §BEtiofy apedrding (haimsddt vhiereindidyst baffieds a

be stacke 1 |4 [fshé{% i#lﬂés' .end-w se

nest i ﬁ% rg|a\§%?ﬁgar¥sén)élf%' 0 kgsrt%ﬁtgaql e useé%kwg%ggéggﬁﬁ?%ﬁoﬁg, sai d
refuse chute having a disposal shaft, said refuse chute section
havi ng onegor e [ [ [ | ' t,j.an

a baffle 38 as@%i g‘?ggé]me o%é;%gﬁ ?rg(fdg@,&g ?%ea%ggﬁﬁééﬁe's%ﬁc}hga?lﬁg%
ext endi ngsécadttbeospabite sidé lwalist and 3¢ odireae $alovedraddgeanfl theebpgning with
preferably inclined such that there is an obtuse angle between the
baffl e an%’h!%tbgp%?ﬁ%{ﬁt%j-th which the baffle is associated. 15. The
refuse chute section according to claim 14, wherein the angle and the
25 distance that the baffle extends into the disposal shaft are

chosen sudf- t hdhetnglusepghylieesestion aeeerdindalintlain ot oan Sopyeiaraty g Blate
h i i I : i i -16. Th f
chut oS oc s ¥ 16dadebaNdinG R nEpicte oATARARe obbrick, | 21 121 e

distal to the opening with which it is associated is on a near
hori zont abopr The refuse chute section according to claim 19, wherein the ledge includes

a reinforcement bar.

21.  The refuse chute section according to any one of claims 18 to 20, wherein
the plate is welded to the side walls such that the angle is between 110 to 150

15  degrees.

22.  The refuse chute section according to claim 21, wherein the angle is about

120 degrees.

23. The refuse chute section according to claim 14, wherein the baffle is
hinged at or near the edge of the opening and securable at discrete angles of
20 inclination with respect to the vertical, preferably in a range between 100 and 160

degrees.

24. The refuse chute section according to claim 14, wherein the baffle is

exchangeably secured to the chute section.

25.  The refuse chute section according to claim 14, wherein the chute sections

25  further include a stacking facilitation portion which extends from the inner side of



hori zontal plane with the | ower edge of an opening below 17. The
refuse chute section according to claim 14, wherein the baffle is a

5 plate that extends substantially across a width of the chute
section. 18. The refuse chute section according to claim17, wherein
the plate is secured to opposite side qmlls and at or near a |ower
edge of the opening with which it is associated. 19. The refuse
chute sec t@.C :

a | edge dtgl;‘)éeﬂ i@%g reeg?)tf h@ep}:@%ﬂ? éégﬁ’é& ﬁ?%l%ﬁhgh@téﬁnﬁ@&jﬂ%%%@w
ref use chad@csatthae seotiondi ng to claim 19, wherein the | edge
includes a reinforcenent bar. 21. The refuse chute section according
to any one of clains 18 to 20, wherein the plate is welded to the

si de wal | 26sucThehafudehehwsgifeariysorebivelaima 1@ too2d Sherdih tHe datitess eibit
The refuse chute ection according to.claim?2l, wherein the angle is
about 126NBefRELOr soynd AREOHIAG R RefiR® section according to claim
14, wherein the baffle is hinged at or near the edge of the opening
and securable at discrete angles of 20 inclination with respect to
the vertical, preferably in a range between 100 and 160 degrees. 24.
The refuse chute section according to claim14, wherein the baffle is
exchangeably secured to the chute section. 25. The refuse chute
section according to claim 14, wherein the chute sections 25 further
include a stacking facilitation portion which extends fromthe inner
side of 12 the | ower edge of the chute section for nesting into an

i mredi ately bel ow adjacent chute section. 26. The refuse chute of
any one of clainms 14 to 25 wherein the baffles exhibit shock and/or
sound absorbing properties 5



