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101 Prediction unit

103 Transformation/quantization unit

104  Variable-length encoding unit

105  Dequantization/inverse transformation unit
107  Frame memory

108  Moation information memory

109  Usable-block acquisition unit
110 Output buffer

150  Encoding control unit
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(57) Abstract: The disclosed image encoding method in-
cludes: a first step in which a motion reference block spa-
tially adjacent above an encoding target block, and motion
reference blocks adjacent to the left and right of the en-
coding target block, are selected from among encoded
pixel blocks to which inter-prediction has been applied; a
second step in which usable blocks that contain mutually
different motion information are selected from among the
motion reference blocks, said motion information being
candidate motion information for application to the en-
coding target block; and a third step in which one selected
block is selected from among the usable blocks. The dis-
closed image encoding method also includes: a fourth step
in which the motion information in the selected block is
used to generate a predicted image for the encoding target
block; a fifth step in which a prediction ditference be-
tween the aforementioned predicted image and the origi-
nal image is encoded; and a sixth step in which selection
information which identifies the selected block is encoded
via reference to an encoding table predetermined in accor-
dance with the number of usable blocks.
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