








































































































































































































































































































































STATEMENTS OF INVENTION 

1. A cytotoxic compound comprising a linking group with a reactive group bonded 

thereto capable of covalently linking the cytotoxic compound to a cell binding 

agent (CBA), wherein said cytotoxic compound is represented by anyone of the 

following formulas: 

(IV) 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, wherein: 

the double line = between Nand C represents a single bond or a double 

bond, provided that when it is a double bond X is absent and Y is -H, or a linear 

or branched alkyl having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, and when it is a single bond, X is -

II, the linking group with the reactive group bonded thereto, or an amine 

protecting moiety; 

Y is -H or a leaving group selected from -OR, -OeOR', -OeOOR', -
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