
An automatic system for inspecting contact lenses that are suspended in a
saline solution within a lens holder. In the manufacturing process a first
electronic image is taken of each lens disposed in its holder. Thereafter a
second image is taken of the lens after the holder has been rotated and the
solution and lens have moved. The two images are compared and any dark
spots on the first image that move with respect to the second image are
eliminated as artifacts that are caused by contaminants in the solution or
marks on the lens holder. The rim of the lens, optical zone, printed logo
and colored iris area of the lens are automatically inspected by a computer
program for defects. The lens is rejected if defect features are found in
any of the inspected areas.    


