
ABSTRACT REMOTE RESETTING POSTAGE METER. A system for remotely resetting a
postage meter (20), by adding a variable amount of postage, includes a 5
computerized central facility or "host" (30), in telephone communication
with the meter, which host verifies the meter's identity and ascertains the
availability of funds, then sends to the meter an authorizing, unique,
one-time-only combination, independent of the value of 10 postage
requested, and having a predetermined relation to a unique,
one-time-only-combination that the meter has generated and retained.  The
meter then compares the combination that it has generated with the
combination received from the host. If the 15 relationship is correct, for
example, if the combination is the same, the meter introduces the
additional postage requested.    


