STRACT REMOTE RESETTI NG POSTACE METER. A systemfor renptely resetting
post age neter (20), by adding a variable amount of postage, includes a
conmputerized central facility or "host" (30), in tel ephone comunicatio
with the meter, which host verifies thg-neter's identity and ascertains e
Pavailability of funds, then sends to the neter an authorizing, unique,

gone-ti ne-only .conbi nation, independent of the value of 10 postage
request ed, and having a predeterm ned relation to a uni que,

one-ti me- onlABSERART| nati on that the neter has generated and retained. The

meter then o@MBfr RBSETTENS PABTANR uofEgt hat it has generated with the
conbi nati onTECErVed fromtietost—If the 15 relationship is correct, for

exanp!e, if the conbination is the sane, the nmeter introduces the
addi tional postage syatesifet. remotely resetting a postage meter (20),

by adding a variable amount of postage, includes a
5 computerized central facility or "host" (30), in telephone
communication with the meter, which host verifies the

e ety

meter's identity and ascertains the availability of
funds, then sends to the meter an authorizing, unique,
one-time-only combination, -independent of the value of
10 postage requested, and having a predetermined relation
to a unique, one-time-only combination that the meter
’ has generated and retained. The meter then compares
the combination that it has generated with the
combination received from the host. If the
15 relationship is correct, for example, if the
combination is the same, the meter introduces the
additional postage requested.
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