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(57) Abstract: This invention provides a specific process for pro-

—d] -— 10 ducing an aromatic carbonate from a dialkyl carbonate and an aro-

matic monohydroxy compound containing specific amounts of al-
cohols and aromatic carbonates using a continuous multistage dis-
tillation column on a commercial scale of not less than one ton per

hr with high selectivity and high productivity stably over a long pe-
riod of time. The production process can overcome drawbacks of
the prior art that, despite a number of proposals on production pro-
/6 cesses of aromatic carbonates by a reaction distillation method, all
\ Ve the conventional proposed production processes are for production
on a small scale for a short period of time, i.e., on an experimental
\ f scale, and there have been no disclosure of any specific method and
—3 apparatus which can realize mass production on a commercial scale
and no disclosure of contents of alcohols and aromatic carbonates,
method and apparatus necessary for using, on a commercial scale, a
L D ~7 starting material containing alcohols and aromatic carbonates which
have been considered disadvantageous from the viewpoint of equi-
librium.
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