ABSTRACT ELECTRONI C PAYMENT METHODS In an el ectronic paynent method, the
payer transmts to an authentication agency details of a proposed paynent
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agency creates an authentication code égl ating to the paynment ang,e»
transmts it to a conmuni cations device~associated with the payer. The
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to the authentication agency. The authentication agency verifies the,
aut henticati on code and the secret identification code and authorizes
paynent. Thereafter, a customer agency pays the paynent anmount to the
payee. [Figure 8] ELECTRONIC PAYMENT METHODS

5 In an electronic payment method, the payer transmits to an
authentication agency details of a proposed payment including an identifier
associated with the payer, an identifier associated with the payee, and the
payment amount. The authentication agency creates an authentication code
relating to the payment and transmits it to a communications device associated

10  with the payer. The payer receives the authentication code on the payer's
communications device and transmits it, together with a secret identification
code, back to the authentication agency. The authentication agency verifies the
authentication code and the secret identification code and authorizes payment.

Thereafter, a customer agency pays the payment amount to the payee.
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[Figure 8]



