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A METHOD-RE TO TELEPHONE COVMUNI CATI ONS | NCLUDI NG

THE TRANS ADVERTI S| NG MESSAGES “The presefCT 80973
pertains to a nethod relating to tel ecormu- 5 * nications wherein a cal
I s connected between two subscribers and the call is billed to a
third subscriber, and wherein advertise- - ments are transmtted - _
during the course of the call. Swedi sh Patent No. 9403793-4
teaches a nethod of forwarding and 10 1 billing a tel ephone call wherein
a first subscriber tel ephone is connected to a second subscri ber
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conput er
P telephone.network. The standard telephone network may be either
a fixed network or a mobile telephone network.

.5 According to this patent specification, a call connection is -
setup by virtue of the first subscriber dialling a prefix
followed by a subscriber number that leads to a third subscriber -
and then dialling a subscriber number that leads to a second
subscriber. This procedure results in the setup of a connection

20 between the first and the second subscrlbers while billing the
third subscriber for the call between said first and second
subscribers. '

The prefix and subscriber number causes the telephone network to
25 connect the call through the telephone network to a network
connected computer unit of the third subscriber. The prefix also
causes the computer unit to forward the call to the second
subscriber via said computer unit, so as to connect the first
subscriber with the second subscriber.
30

According to the aforesaid patent specification, the computer
unit is caused to transmit advertisements or publicity media at

given time intervals during the duration of the call connected
between the first and the second subscribers.



unit is caused to transmt advertisenents or publicity media at

given ti i ntervals during the duration of the call connected * =+ =~

-bet ween [%h?#gqﬁﬁg and the second subscri bers. PGESER0T >
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I nstance, a chain of hanburger restaurants or a chain of gas stations
may transmt during the course of the call connection - advertisenents
relating to sales offers or ongoing canpaigns. In this case, the
first subscriber is not billed for the Zall to t he second subscri ber,
or isonly billed for a part of the call,. whil e a conpany or an

or gani_ZBtx cinssanbe¢ ochdier pifsbamburger restiannanks (ar ta]é:!fai!sp%rmas he
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conver sadvertisementise e lating o radkes | afHPT8IORhPREICLRES SRS ent i s
transmtted. This can be very annoying to persons who do not w sh to

be constantly interrupted_i.n this way., . .Suc i tuation can ogccur
when a EmbRifpersgri Eneefirste S“bsélr&&ﬁ dis i“ﬁ} g?ﬁpiﬁfﬁwiﬁ@;'faé% ChEB iR ge,
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al ong activikiees tion the ciixste amdstihe $egondecgubscrdbeds.wi sh to be '

i nter- rupted by advertising nessages.: - - The present

I nvention solves this problem .5 . The present invention is thus -
doncer nénewpriebd emt wbthr saddi gpanections of this kind is, of course,:

that the transmitted advertising messages interrupt the conversa-
tion held by the pereohs involved while the advertisement is
transmitted. This can be very annoying to persons who do not wish
to be constantly interrupted in this way.

‘Such a situation can occur when a subscriber utilizes the
possibility of phoning free of charge, by setting up a connection
with a second subscriber on a facility in which advertisements
are transmitted but where the second subscriber has something

0 important to say or discuss or when the call has developed along
lines in which the persons involved no longer wish to be inter-
rupted by advertising messages.

The present invention solves this problem.

The present invention is thus concerned with a method relating to
telecommunications wherein a call is connected between two
subscribers, wherein the call is billed to a third subscriber,
wherein a first subscriber telephone is connected to a second

0 subscriber telephone via a standard telephone network, wherein
' the first subscriber dials a. subscriber number, preferably
preceded by a prefix, that leads to the third subscriber and

dials a subscriber number that leads to the second subscriber,
wherein the telephone network is caused to connect the call to a



t el ecomuni cati ons wherein a call is connected between two
subscri bey, 3& in the call is billed to a third subscri ber
Wi

wherein a bscri ber tel ephone is connected to a secondP SUPLBOPYE;

t el ephone via a standard tel ephone network, wherein the first
subscriber dials a subscriber nunber, preferably preceded by a
prefix, that leads to the third subscriber and dial s a subscriber _
nunber that |eads to the second subscri ber, wherein the tel ephone.
network is caused to connect the call to3a WD 98/ 34392
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The invention will now be described in more detail with reference

to an exemplifying embodiment thereof and also with reference to

the accompanying drawing, in which Figure 1 is a block schematic

that illustrates an arrangement for carrying out the present
0 method. .

Figure 1 illustrates an inventive arrangement for forwarding the

billing a telephone cali, wherein a first subscriber telephone 1

is connected to a second subscriber telephone 2 via a standard
5 telephone network, generally referenced 3.

A third subscriber has a computer unit 4 that is connected to the
telephone network 3. The computer unit 4 is adapted to sense a
prefix dialled by a first subscriber and followed by a subscriber
30 number that leads to the third subscriber. The third subscriber
may have a local telephone exchange or switching centre 5 to
which the computer unit 4 is connected. The telephone exchange 5
may be adapted to connect incoming calls to the computer unit in
response to sensing the prefix. When sensing the prefix, the



is connected to a second subscriber tel ephone 2 via a standard 15

t el ephone network, general |y referenced 3. A third subscfi bers- has
a conputer“@HWP‘?%rmu is connected to the t el ephone RETHFIHOWT? The
conputer unit 4 is adapted to sense a prefix dialled by a first
subscri ber and foll owed by a subscriber 30 nunber that |eads to the
third subscriber. The third subscri ber ~ may have a local tel ephone
exchange or switching centre 5to whi ch the computer unit 4 is
connected. The tel ephone exchange 5 4 may be adapted to connect
incoming calls to the conputer unit in response to sensing the

prefix. dﬂh@uﬁ&m&ﬂm@ﬁthefmmetiunsthe forward the cald,9¥izv43dbe telephone
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so as to connect the |rsf subscriber with second subscri ber.
The teléﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁ%?ﬂﬁ?ﬁlger al so adapted to b|II the call connect- ed
between the first and the second subscriber to the subscrlp- tion of

he th ber wh d
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prefix is convenlently sensed in a telephone exchange or switch-
ing centfe of a telephone station 6 belonging to the telephone

) network for billing purposes. Advertisements are transmitted on
the call connection between the first and second subscribers at
different time intervals.

In this regard, the computer unit 4 is arranged in communication
) ‘with a database 7 that contains advertising material.

The database 7, or some other database, includes a plurality of
advertising messages in the form of recordings on data media.
These advertising messages are appropriately categorized in a

5 suitable order. For instance, the edvertising messages may be
categorized according to age, sex, earnings and housing district
of respective subscribers.

The computer unit is caused to collect advertising messages from
0 the database in a predetermined order and transmit these messages
on the call connection. Since the telephone numbers of the first
and the second subscribers will reveal the districts in which
said subscribers live, the computer unit is able to collect
advertising messages that are local with respect to the areas or



Wi th a database 7 that contains advertising material . The dat abase
, at abase, includes a plurality of advi’&‘%ﬁbﬁfﬁnuw

nessagesn§¥8>ﬁ§&?grn1of recordi ngs on data nedia. These adverti sing
nmessages are appropriately categorized in a 5 sui tabl e order. For

I nstance, the advertising nessages nmay be : categorized according to
age, sex, earnings and housing district of respective subscribers.-
The conputer unit is caused to collect advertising nmessages fromO " the
dat abase in a predetermined order and trafsmit these messages on the

call connection. Since the tel ephone nunbers of the first and the
second s udésltm win whishekhe kwogpybscridbens e Hocated sffhe subscrib-
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The pref ix may consist in the subscriber nunber of the third :
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prefix magubsoniber car consd tdremaiumbér oor smlca:bc;ectr:hstsinoiudes the star
letters. gaaracter and/or the square character. Both subscriber number and
prefix may be numerical or alphanumerical or solely consist of
letters. |
15 _
According to the present invention, when one of the first and the
second subscriber enters a code or the like through the keypad of
the telephone concerned during the course of the conversation,
the computer unit is caused to sense this code. The code may be
20 ‘any appropriate code, such as a code *99*, i.e. including the

.star character or square character, or solely one or more digits.

According to the invention, the computer unit is caused to cease
transmitting advertisements during the remainder of the conversa-
25 tion when sensing this code. The cbmputer unit is then caused to
| bill the remainder of the call in accordance with preset tariffs.

The call may either be billed to one of the subscribers by the
telephone operatér whose telephone network was used for the call,

30 or may be billed to one of the first and the second subscribers
by the third subscriber.

In the former case, the computer unit will deliver a signal to
the network of the telephone operator and therewith cause the



According to the present invention, when one of the first and the

second subscriber enters a code or the like through the keypad ofwe . .
the tel epMP88RMAZer ned during the course of the conversati oRCT/SE8/0007% he
conputer unit is caused to sense this code. The code may be 20 any
- appropriate code, such as a code *99*, i.e. including the star
character or square character, or solely one or nore digits.

According to the invention, the conputer unit is caused to cease
transmtting advertisenents during the regminder of the conversa- 25
tion when sensing this code. The conputer unit is then caused to

bill the yerap etltogakb begder ¥alanhme wholinpr ehet cadll fifis.a conven-
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third su %. In the fornmer case, the conputer unit wll
deliver a signal to t he network of the tel ephone operator and
terewi th cause the WD 98/ 34392

Fgréﬁﬁgggﬂgogggtéftﬁgﬂ)c??ﬁ, the computer uné§|ﬁs caus%d to commence a
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sibscri bethe thirdcsubsemébern accordance with a given tariff. This would .
appropri - ately require a subscriber agreenent between said .

subscri ber and 10 the third subscriber. . o
It is preferred that only that part of the call which is free

from advertisement is billed.

L5 According to one preferred embodiment, the computer unit is
caused to bill the calling subscriber after sensing said code.

According to one alternative embodiment, the computer unit is
caused to bill the subscriber that dials the code on his/her

20 telephone, after sensing said code. Thus, in this embodiment, it
is the subscriber who wishes to interrupt the transmission of
advertisements that will be billed for the call.

According to one preferred embodiment, when one of the first and
25 the second subscribers again enters a code or the like through
the keypad of the telephone concerned during the course of the
call, the computer unit is caused to sense said code and, in
response to sensing said code, again caused to transmit adver-
tisements on the call connection.
30 _
This means that transmission of an advertisement can be prevented
during a given part of the call.



It is preferred that only that part of the call which is free from
adverti sefRiy ] 11 ed. L5 According to one preferred Pq@i;m le
t he conputer uni sliHls caused to bill the calling subscriber g er

sensi ng sai d code. According to one alternative enbodi nent, the
conmputer unit is caused to bill the subscriber that dials the code
on his/her 20 t el ephone, after sensing said code. Thus, in this -
enbodi ment, it is the subscriber who wishes to interrupt the
transm ssi on of advertisenents tha” will be billed for the call.
According to one preferred enbodi ment, when one of the first and_ 25 t he
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be prevented during a given part of the call. MD
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Alkhough atiher tinvemhions hami beemandescribedn wirh catdfexanee - to -
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t he conti nue atlon vert I senmen
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referencetha codes RXYTHd fdd:ﬁlﬂ;geﬂ&adI;ﬂ%ruﬁfféﬁeﬁeospprbtpﬂalde d_@ s. It
| ous nodi fj cations can be npde. For .insta \g b%
ﬁdent tW also be evident that entering of the co e sense by the
computer unit can be followed by vplce messages. For instance,
after sensing the first-mentioned code which stops the transmis-
sion of advertisements, the computer unit may be caused to send
a voice message to the effect that "The call will be billed to

15 the calling subscriber as from now".

It will therefore be understood that the invention is not.

restricted to the aforedescribed exemplifying embodiment and that

modifications can be made within the scope of the following-
20 Claims.



the codes may be configured in different appropriate ways. It 10 wi ||

al so be evident that entering of the code sensed by the cenput-er
unit can WO $RI4BNed by voice nessages. For instance, PCIISEIBOUITsi ng
the first-nenti oned code which stops the transm s- si.on of
advertisenents, the conputer unit may be caused to send a voice
nessage to the effect that "The call will be billed to 15 t he cal l-i ng
subscri ber as from now'. It will therefore be understood that the
i nvention is not restricted to the af oredescri bed exenpl i fyi ng
enbodi nent and t hat nodi fications can be nmade within the scope of
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during an ongol ng
whereln the call between the first and the second subscriber is

15 billed to the third subscriber, wherein advertisements are
transmitfed on the call connected between the first and the
second subscriber, characterized in that when one of the first
and the second subscribers enters a code or the like through the
kéypad of the telephone concerned during an ongoing call, said

20 computer unit (4) is caused to sense said code; in that when

sensing the code, the computer unit is caused to interrupt

transmission of advertisements during the course of the call; and
in that the computer unit is caused to bill the remainder of the
connected call in accordance with gixed telephone charges.

25
2. A method according to Claim 1, characterized by causing the
computer unit (4) to bill the calling subscriber subsequent to
sensing said code.

30 3. A method according to Claim 1, characterized by causing the

computer unit (4) to bill the subscriber that entered the code,
subsequent to sensing said code.
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20 . . conputer unit (4) is caused to sense said code; in that when
sensi ng Lhﬁ gﬁg‘&gﬁ he conmputer unit is caused to interrupt c'r/sgssmow

transm ssi vertisements during the course of the cal

that the conputer unit is caused to bill the renai nder of t he :
connected call in accordance with fixed tel ephone charges. 25 2. A
nmet hod according to Caim1, characterized by causing the conputer
unit (4) to bill the calling subscriber subsequent to sensi ng said
code. 30 3. . A nethod according to9C aim 1, characterized by causing
t he conputer unit (4) to bill the subscriber that entered_the cgde,
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