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(57) Abstract: A drilling system (10) including a drill string (13) 
which extends from a floating drilling rig to a well bore, and a tubular 
riser (12) which surrounds at least part of the portion of the drill string 
(13) between the well bore and drilling rig, the riser (12) having a 
telescopic joint (20) between a first tubular portion and a second tubu­
lar portion of the riser, the first tubular portion extending down to a 
well head at the top of the well bore and the second tubular portion 
extending up towards the drilling rig, the telescopic joint (20) com­
prising an inner tube part (20b) which is mounted within an outer tube 
part (20a), the drilling system (10) further including a riser closure de­
vice (26) which is mounted in the second tubular portion of the riser 
(12) and which is operable to provide a substantially fluid tight seal 
between the riser (12) and the drill string (13) whilst permitting the 
drill string (13) to rotate relative to the riser (12). 
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