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organi ¢ phase and a water phase, and distilling the organic phase.

According to this process, highly refined nmethacrylic acid contain- ing
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to the proc- ess. A process for producing refined methacrylic acid

comprising the steps of oxidizing methacrolein and the
like catalytically in a vapor phase to form a metha-

5 crylic acid-containing gas,.cooling and condensing the
gas to an aqueous methacrylic acid solution, adding to
the solution an organic solvent that forms two liquid
phases with water to.carry out an extraction operation
and thereby to obtain an extract, bringing the extract -

10 into contact with water to mix them together, separat-
ing the mixture into an organic phase and a water
phase, and distilling the organic phase. According to
this process, highly refined methacrylic acid contain-
ing little dibasic acids such as maleic acid and citra-

15 conic acid can be obtained economically and without
increasing wastes that are unrecoverable to the proc-

ess.



