A nech a e seal has a first sealing ring (12) nmounted non-rotatably

and se ¢edt 0 a shaft (10), a second sealing ring (20) nounted
.non-rota ed with respect to a housing (11), said second
seal i ng g nounted in axial alignment and being resiliently

urged into seallng engagenent with the first sealing ring (12). The sealing
face (33) of the first sealing ring (12):H%§'a first and second set of
grooved areas (40 _41) grooved areas (40, 41) of each set being spaced
angul arly ar circunference of the sealing face (33) the grooved
areas (40) of one set being spaced angularly of the grooved areas (41) of

t he ot her set 4 t o} one edge
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(33), each grlwmﬁe@rm'(wamblweﬁnﬁlw@@mﬁ-thn@eéﬁgétr'épa@l$)éaf‘é t he

direction of rpgpt '&’r\sé@n&fséiﬁﬁé rﬁin§eeibr9mehﬁaeatHsnr-fatAtaswdge of
t he grooves (40 41 elng I ncl 1 ned ane of the se gg?ace
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of the groovesk£limg ¥y 020} heing showstedeingakeatr ahagnhéataxhal depth

of “the groovgg lgeage 1f eﬁ%ltngr%§§95gtg éeallng engagement with the

first sealing ring (12). The sealing face (33) of the
first sealing ring (12) has a first and second set of

10 grooved areas (40, 41) grooved areas (40, 41) of each set
being spaced angularly around the circumference of the
sealing face (33) the grooved areas (40) of one set being
spaced angularly of the grooved areas (41) of the other
set, the grooved areas (40, 41) of both sets opening to

15 " one edge of the sealing face (33) and extending part way
across the sealing face (33), each gfooved area (40, 41)
defining a trailing edge relative to the direction of
rotation (D) of the first sealing ring, the trailing edge
of the grooves (40, 41) being inclined in the plane of

20 the sealing face (33)- at an obtuse angle to the direction
of rotation (D), the axial depth of the grooved areas
(40) of the first set being less than the axial depth of
the grooved areas (41) of the second set.



